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Worship God 

 

Revelation 22:8-9: “Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to 

worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. Then he said to me, “See that you do not do 

that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this 

book. Worship God.”  NKJV  

 

Man has been described as being incurably religious - we all worship something or someone. The word “worship” 

is defined in W.E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of N.T. Words as “to make obeisance, do reverence to.” It is from 

two Greek words that are defined as follows: 

 

Proskuneo - is from “Pros” – “towards;” and “Kuneo” – “to kiss.”  “To kiss towards.” 

 

To make obeisance - means “a bow, curtsey or gesture of deference.” 

 

Do reverence to - means “to regard with mingled fear, respect, affection; awe mingled with respect and esteem, 

veneration, a bow, curtsy, or genuflection.” 

 

Latreuo - means “to serve, to render homage” (is translated as ‘to worship’ in Philippians 3:3, Acts 7:42, 24:14). 

 

Worship has been defined as “recognizing God for who He is, recognizing yourself for who you are, and 

responding accordingly.”   
 

Matthew 4:10 – “Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord 

your God, and Him only you shall serve.’” NKJV 

 

“Yes, worship of the loving God is man’s whole reason for existence.” A.W. Tozer 

 

Worship is the overflow of a grateful heart towards God; it is the outpouring of a soul at rest in the presence of God; it 

is the occupation of the heart with God Himself (not its own needs); it is the upspring of a heart that has known the 

Father as a Giver, the Son as Savior, and the Holy Spirit as the indwelling Guest.  Worship is a celebration of what 

God is doing in your life.   

 

Worship is a way of life, a life of praise and service to God.  Worship reminds us of our dependence on God. But, 

there are many people who are tired of worship, bored with church, so they come in, if they come at all, unexcited.   

 

The problem is they have forgotten, if they ever really knew, who God really is.  You cannot truly believe in God 

without being excited.   

 

The whole purpose of our assembly is to come into the presence of God as a group, to seek after Him, to find Him, to 

meet Him.  It is in the assembly that the Christian addresses God as at no other time.     

 

The New Testament gives us the principles of true worship and the activities that we are to use in worship. But just 

because we do the activities commanded in the New Testament, that doesn’t necessarily mean we have scriptural 

worship.  

 

The involvement of the spirit of man, his heart and mind, is essential to Christian worship – we must worship using 

the right acts combined with the right attitude flowing from a heart that is right with God (spirit). This means 

believing the right things and doing the right things (truth).   

 

The forms or acts of worship such as praying, reading of scripture, communing, and giving are the means of 

expressing the sense of awe or reverence that is in our heart.  
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We can’t just go through the motions and say our worship is scriptural if our hearts are nowhere to be found. 

Christianity is not something we do, it’s who we are! 

 

I.  Types of worship 

 

Vain Worship: Matthew 15:7-9: “Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: These people draw 

near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.  And in vain they 

worship Me (their worship is a farce), teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.” NKJV 

 

The word “vain” means “empty, worthless, having no genuine substance, value, or importance.” This worship is 

the result of following the traditions of men and ignoring the commands of God on a particular subject, and when 

worship is not done “from the heart.” 

 

Will Worship: Colossians 2:20-23: “Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, 

why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations—
 
“Do not touch, do not taste, do 

not handle,” which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and 

doctrines of men? These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion (will worship – 

KJV), false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh (they 

provide no help in conquering a person’s evil desires).” NKJV 

 

Will-worship is “a self-devised external form of a ceremonial service/worship chosen for one’s self” (Bullinger's 

Greek Lexicon). This worship, closely aligned with vain worship, is the result of doing what we like and we think is 

good.  However, “these shall perish with the using.” 

 

Ignorant Worship: Acts 17:22-23: “Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I 

perceive that in all things you are very religious; for as I was passing through and considering the objects of 

your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One 

whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you…” NKJV 

 

Acts 17:30-31: “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 

repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom 

He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” NKJV 

 

Ignorant is defined as “lacking knowledge, uninstructed or uninformed; untaught.” This means to worship 

without understanding of the subject or will of that which is worshipped. According to Acts 17:22-31, God will not 

now accept ignorant worship!  

 

It should be evident that though there are different kinds that can be offered, only one is acceptable to God!  “Much 

that is called worship is not.” AW Tozer  
 

True Worship: John 4:23-24: “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship 

Him must worship in spirit and truth.” NKJV 

 

“True worship” is the type of worship expected by God today (“the hour is coming, and NOW IS”).   

 

II.  The Heart of Worship 

 

Matthew 28:19-20: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. NKJV 



 

3 

After a person obeys the gospel, we are to mature them, teach them everything, edify them, help them grow.  We do 

this by teaching them everything Jesus taught us. As much as anything else, we must teach them about the heart of 

worship, what it truly means to worship God in Spirit and in Truth. 

 

We get shots (flu, encephalitis, etc), which sometimes makes us sick.  We get a little bit of the flu so it can help us to 

not get the real thing. That’s good in the physical sense, but disastrous in the spiritual sense.  Some people get a little 

bit of religion, just enough to keep them from getting the real thing.  They believe in religion and the church, but 

don’t know Christ – their names are not written in the Book of Life.   

 

It is possible to go through the motions of religion without being a true worshipper of God.  If the spirit is not present, 

the worship is false, no matter how correct the form, and we will be no better than the Pharisees Jesus condemned!  If 

the heart of worship does not exist, then the order of worship does not matter. 

 

True worship flows from the heart of man, without the heart it doesn’t matter what the hands, feet or lips do! 

 

III.  Our hearts in worship 

 

We must worship God with our whole hearts: Psalm 111:1 – “Praise the Lord! I will praise the Lord with my 

whole heart, in the assembly of the upright and in the congregation.” NKJV 

 

The worship period is no time for a divided heart (James 1:6-8).  The true worshipper pours himself fully into the 

worship. A person cannot offer praise to God while at the same time they are thinking about worldly affairs. True 

worshipers think about what they are doing; they direct their thoughts heavenward.  

 

We must be in a right relationship with God which means we must have a repentant heart: Psalm 66:18 – “If I had 

not confessed the sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” NLT 

 

Psalm 51:16-17: “For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering.  

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart – These O God, You will not despise.” 

NKJV 

 

Ezekiel 18:31 – “Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a 

new heart and a new spirit.  For why should you die, O house of Israel?” NKJV 

 

Joel 2:12-13: “Now, therefore, says the Lord, Turn to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and 

with mourning. So rend your heart, and not your garments; return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and He relents from doing harm.” NKJV 

 

Unconfessed sin prevents “spiritual worship?” 1 Thessalonians 5:19 – “Do not quench the Spirit.” NKJV   

 

We must worship with thankful hearts: Ephesians 5:18-20: “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 

dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…” NKJV 

 

When we worship God, our hearts ought to be so filled with thanksgiving for God’s great blessings that they overflow 

with praise to Him. Psalm 45:1 – “My heart is overflowing with a good theme…” NKJV 
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We must worship with humble hearts: Luke 18:9-14: “Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 

Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You 

that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; 

I give tithes of all that I possess.’ And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to 

heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his 

house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 

himself will be exalted.” NKJV 

 

We must worship with forgiving hearts!  Not only are we to seek God’s forgiveness when we worship Him, but we 

are also to forgive others.  Jesus made our forgiveness dependent on our willingness to forgive others:  

 

Mark 11:25-26: “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your 

Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in 

heaven forgive your trespasses.”  NKJV 

 

We must worship God with loving hearts: John 13:34-35: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” NKJV 

 

We must worship God with receptive hearts!  In worship, we ought to be like Cornelius, who told Peter: Acts 10:33 

- “…we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.” NKJV 

 

We have the responsibility to arrive at the assembly ready to receive God’s word. 

 

We must worship God with cheerful hearts: James 5:13 – “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is 

anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.” NKJV 

 

A cheerful heart is a singing heart:  

 

Psalm 95:1-3: “Oh come, let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us 

come before His presence with thanksgiving; let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.  For the Lord is the 

great God, and the great King above all gods.” NKJV 

 

Acts 16:25 – “But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them.” NKJV 
 

A cheerful heart is a praising heart:  

 

1 Chronicles 29:13 – “Now therefore, our God, we thank You and praise Your glorious name.” NKJV 

 

Psalm 9:1-2: “I will praise You, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvelous works. I will be 

glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.” NKJV 

 

Psalm 22:3 – “But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.” KJV 

 

Psalm 100:3-5: “Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;
 
we are His 

people and the sheep of His pasture.  Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. 

Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures 

to all generations.” NKJV 
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Psalm 147:1 – “Praise the Lord!  For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and praise is 

beautiful.” NKJV 

 

Psalm 150:6 – “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!” NKJV 

 

Hebrews 13:15 – “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 

our lips, giving thanks to His name.” NKJV 

 

Psalm 144:15 – “Happy are the people whose God is the Lord!” NKJV 

 

Is God your Lord?  If so – then rejoice!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


