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Why Study the Word of God

Isn’t it funny how much of a sacrifice it seems to be to spend an hour worshipping God, but how easy it is to spend an
hour watching TV? How easy it is to talk to your friends about your views on politics, but how hard to speak about
faith in Christ? How difficult it is to work a special meeting at church into your schedule, but how easy it is to work in
a social function? How easy it is to talk with a friend on the phone for hours, but how difficult it is to have anything to
say after two minutes to God in prayer? How much effort it takes to read a chapter or two from the Bible every day,
but how easy it is to read a newspaper?

Studying the Word of God is one of the single most important things you will ever do! Joshua 1:8 – “Study this
Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in
it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.”

I. The dynamite of a nuclear explosion

There is nothing like the Bible.  There has never been anything like it.  No weapon in any arsenal in any nation in the
world is capable of a fraction of its power; no history book contains a fraction of what it contains.  No one can
adequately explain what it does because it does what no one can adequately grasp.  It looks like a book, feels like a
book, and is referred to as a book, but like no other book, it is alive. The Bible is a composite of words that possesses
a power to remake men or women and reshape the world they live in. This book is such a threat that entire nations
have set about to obliterate it and failed.  Armies have tried to destroy it and failed.

Fools have blasphemed its truth, but the more intense their efforts to destroy it, the more powerful it becomes.  It has
power to convict, convince, and redirect a life that has lost its way.

1 Peter 1:23-25: “For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last
forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God. As the Scriptures say, “People are like grass;
their beauty is like a flower in the field. The grass withers and the flower fades. But the word of the Lord
remains forever.” And that word is the Good News that was preached to you.”

One day every plant and every tree will be gone.  Every flower will fade; everything built by man will be dissolved.
Every building will crumble; every monument will fade into dust.  But the Word of God will abide forever.  It will not
fade, diminish, dissolve or dissipate in authenticity or power.  This book has withstood the onslaughts of hell – it will
always stand with the same power as the God who authored it.  The One who spoke every word of it cannot change,
so it won’t. What He is, it is.

I believe the church today underestimates the Word of God! We do not stand in awe of its impact.  We toss it about
as though it were shot from a cap pistol, when in reality it is a nuclear power ready to explode in the human heart.
We think that if we talk about it, that is the same as hearing it and obeying it. We have lost respect for its dignity, our
sense of worship at its hearing, and we have lost confidence in its incredible power.  We hide it under a bushel when
we ought to be hiding it in our hearts, and treat it with no more respect than the latest novel.

One day soon Jesus is coming back: 2 Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.”

When that day comes, everything will be destroyed. 2 Peter 3:11-12: “Therefore, since all these things will be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will
melt with fervent heat?”
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We will then be judged by Jesus – He will compare our lives to His word: John 12:48 – “Those who reject me and
do not accept my message have one who will judge them. The words I have spoken will be their judge on the
last day!”

Until then, we hold in our hands the same power that will one day blow the entire enemy army of Satan into the
oblivion of hell where they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Everything that this book says - will happen, and everything that happens will happen the way God said it would, at
exactly the time He says it will.

There is nothing like the Word of God.  There will never be anything like it.  We live and die spiritually in proportion
to how seriously we take this book.

Without it, we play, we act, or we pretend, that we are going to make changes in our lives, but the truth is that only
the Word of God, when used by the Spirit of God, has the ability to change the human soul.  It is profitable for
doctrine, reproof, correction, instruction in righteousness.  It will teach you, touch you, turn you and transform you.  It
will put back the missing pieces in your soul and make you new. The Word of God is the only medicine God has
prescribed for spiritual healing (Into His Likeness ‘adapted’ Rejoice Radio 1-10-2000).

II. The Reason to Study

All men and women need to study their Bible’s, which contain the very words of God Himself, put into human
language.  The question is, “What does the Bible have to say that I need to know about - why should I study it?”

a) Because of its message

The Bible is not just one book, but a library of books.  It was written by forty men living over a sixteen hundred year
span - from Moses to John.  They lived in six different countries and wrote in three different languages.  Some were
kings, some shepherds, some priests, some fishermen, some rich, and some poor. Yet, when they had finished and
their works were collected, it was free from any contradictions.  And what a message!

The Bible tells us the story of the ages - about God caring enough for man to come down to earth in the form of a man
and showing us the way home. The Old Testament pointed to the way; Jesus is the way; the apostles preached it, then
wrote it down so that all who came after them would be able to find the way.

In that sense, the Bible is like a map - pointing to Jesus, the Way!  But was it really written by men, without any help?
No!

The Bible was inspired by God Himself: 2 Peter 1:20-21: “…no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit
spoke from God.”

2 Timothy 3:16 - “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God…”

Why do you suppose He would go to so much trouble for us? Maybe because He knew we would never be able to
figure it out for ourselves (Jews, Gentiles).  In fact, at the time the Bible was written, uninspired men were writing
things like how the earth rode on the back of a giant turtle. Jeremiah 10:23 - “...it is not in man who walks to
direct his own steps.” Proverbs 14:12 - “There is a way that seems right to a man. But its end is the way of
death.”
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Either this book is what it says it is, or it is a hoax.  It is either alive, or it is dead and impotent.  It cannot be both. It
is either everything, or it is nothing.

b) Because we have been commanded to

2 Timothy 2:15 - “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be
ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”

c) Because it tells us where we came from, what we are to do, and where we are
going

Genesis 1:27 - “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female
He created them.”

Mark 12:29-31: “Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our
God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. And the second, like it, is this: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

Matthew 25:46 – “And these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

d) Because it shows us the Plan of Salvation

1 Corinthians 1:18 - “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.”

1 Corinthians 15:1-4: “Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you
received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to
you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures…”

Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”

John 8:24 – “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins, for if you do not believe that I am He, you
will die in your sins.”

John 20:30-31: “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in
this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name.”

1 John 5:13 – “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may
know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

Matthew 10:32-33: “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father
who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.”
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Romans 10:9-10: “…that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

1 John 4:15 – “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.”

Luke 13:5 - “…unless you repent, you will perish…”

Acts 3:19 – “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord.”

2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient
for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.”

John 3:5 – “Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God.”

Mark 16:15-16: “…Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

Acts 2:36-38: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and
the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”  Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 8:36-38: “Now as they went down the road, they came to some water.  And the eunuch said, ‘See, here is
water. What hinders me from being baptized?’ Then Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’
And he answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. So he commanded the chariot to
stand still.  And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water; and he baptized him.”

Acts 22:16 – “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the
name of the Lord.”

Galatians 3:27 – “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

Revelation 2:10 – “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

e) Because of what it can do for our souls

Psalm 19:7-11: “The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the Lord are
trustworthy, making wise the simple. The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart. The
commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight for living. Reverence for the Lord is pure, lasting forever. The
laws of the Lord are true; each one is fair. They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold. They are
sweeter than honey, even honey dripping from the comb. They are a warning to your servant, a great reward
for those who obey them.”

Psalm 119:11 – “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”

John 8:32 – “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”
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Romans 10:17 - “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

The Bible isn’t a collection of musty stories and myths. It has an inherent life and power. The preacher doesn’t
make the Bible “come alive.” The Bible is alive, and gives life to the preacher and anyone else who will really
receive it.

Matthew 7:13-14: “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad,
and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is
difficult, and only a few ever find it.”

The narrow way is God’s way as written in His Holy Word, the Bible!  If you want to be saved, you will find your
answers there:

James 1:21-25: “So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted
in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it
says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing
at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully
into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God
will bless you for doing it.”

Revelation 22:18-19: “For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone takes away
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy
city, and from the things which are written in this book.”

III. The end of all things

1 Peter 4:7 - “The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in your prayers.”

Revelation 20:11-15: “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing
before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead
were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead
who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one
according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And
anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.”

Are you ready?


