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Why I Believe in God

The Bible says 2 Corinthians 5:7 - “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 1 John 4:12 - “No one has seen God at any
time…”

But because they cannot see God with their eyes, many claim that there is no God, that they don’t believe in God, that believing
in God is too hard, that evolution is the truth.

Atheists talk about the “problems of those who believe in God” but do not realize that they have more problems than believers
do when it comes to proving their beliefs. There are certain things that cannot be proven that are necessary for every
atheist/skeptic to believe in order to be an atheist:

1) Matter is eternal - This can’t be proved.

2) Life came from dead matter without outside force - A person who believes this can’t laugh at people who believe in
the creation of Adam and Eve, the virgin birth of Christ, or the resurrection from the dead.

3) All things exist as the result of a series of happy accidents - No God, no planning, no design, all things are purely
accidental – that everything you see created itself by chance!

It takes more faith to believe these things than it does to believe in God. There are several reasons why I believe in God.

I. Because of the universe!

Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” How was the world created?  The Bible doesn’t tell
us “how,” it tells us “who.” God created it! The Big Bang theory is now taught as fact in many science classes.

What caused the Big Bang?  What or who stood in the middle of nothing and made everything? The very existence of our
universe shows a powerful creator: Hebrews 11:3 - “By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s
command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen.”

When God created the universe, He did not rely on material that was preexistent or coeternal. He created everything that exists
“ex nihilo” (out of nothing). Prior to creation the universe was not a dark space - the universe did not exist! God even created
the darkness (“I am the one who creates the light and makes the darkness” Isaiah 4:7).

Robert Jastrow, an astrophysicist who worked as director of NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies, said: “Science has
proven that the universe exploded into being at a certain moment. It asks what cause produced this effect? Who or what put
the matter and energy into the Universe? Science cannot answer these questions...” [Robert Jastrow, God and the
Astronomers. New York: Norton, 1978, pp. 14, 114, 116.]

The greatness of our God is seen in creation.  The design of creation points to a master designer.

Just look at the earth.  Man is just a speck on its surface.  It is 25,000 miles in diameter.  It would take a man 50 million steps to
walk around it - three years!

The surface of our land has topsoil which allows us to grow food to eat, and it grows grass, etc., for the animals that we eat.  We
also have an inexhaustible atmosphere of air about 50 miles deep that is the right density to support human life. We experience
day and night as the earth rotates on its axis once every 24 hours. We experience seasons because the earth is tilted 23.5 degrees
on its axis.
The sun’s fire does not generate too much heat so that we burn, but just enough so that we do not freeze. Who arranged all of
this in perfect order – chance?

Think of the rich diversity of animal life on earth. A tiny bird called the Whitethroat Warbler summers in Germany and
winters in Africa. As the days grow short, the adult birds head south, leaving their little ones behind. Several weeks later, the
young fly across thousands of miles of unfamiliar land and sea to join their parents. How do they find a place totally unknown to
them?
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Experiments have shown that they have an instinctive knowledge of longitude, latitude, and an ability to tell direction by the
stars. God has given them a calendar, a clock, and all the navigational data they need to fly those thousands of uncharted miles to
their parents’ side. God did all of this in a bird’s brain!

The bombardier beetle is an amazing creature that defies all theories of evolution; it is so complex it simply could not have
been a product of chance. It separately produces two different chemicals, which, when released and combined, explode in the
face of an enemy. This beetle has explosive chemicals, an inhibitor, enzymes, glands, combustion tubes, sensory
communication, muscles to direct the combustion tubes and reflex nervous systems that all work perfectly together and enables
it to fire multiple bombs in succession. Yet the explosion never occurs prematurely and never harms the beetle itself.

Think of the sun.  It is a million times bigger than the earth.  If you cut it in one million pieces, each one would be larger than the
earth.  As large as it is, it is but a speck compared to other stars.

Think about the distances of space. The thought is overwhelming.  The sun is 93 million miles away; the nearest star system is
25 million-million miles, 5.77 trillion miles, or 4.3 light years away from us.

Light travels 186,282 miles per second – 7.5 times around the earth every second.  The distance light travels in a straight line in
one year is a light year.

Scientists tell us that we are receiving light from distant stars and galaxies that left them 10-15 billion years ago.  Suppose the
scientists were right about the distances - we cannot even begin to comprehend how vast and big the universe really is, and this
is just what we can see with our telescopes, etc.

The sheer number of heavenly bodies is simply amazing. There are over 300 billion stars in our galaxy alone, some of which
have planets around them.  But there are billions of galaxies in the universe, so many that we don’t know exactly how many.
And the best we can do is go to the moon and send some probes to the other planets in our own little system.

The arrangement of the universe shows an intelligent Creator. There are 118 different elements currently on the periodic table.
92 elements out of 118 are classified as natural elements. Natural elements are elements that occur naturally in the earth’s crust.
The others are considered synthetic elements that occur only in laboratories since they are too unstable to occur naturally.

Common examples of natural elements include: iron, copper, silver, gold, hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen, and oxygen.

These 118 elements compose the entire universe.  Salt is made from a metal called sodium and a gas called chlorine.  Hydrogen
explodes and oxygen burns. But when they are combined together just right, they form water which stops the harm the other can
do. The atoms of carbon, depending on their arrangement, form clay, coal, graphite, or diamonds.

What are the odds that mere chance would bring the elements together at the right time and in the right measures to cause all this
to happen?

The design of the universe and the earth we live on shows a kind creator.  Their purpose is to be a suitable place for man to live
(Isaiah 45:18 – “For the Lord is God, and he created the heavens and earth and put everything in place. He made the
world to be lived in, not to be a place of empty chaos. “I am the Lord,” he says, “and there is no other”).

Man is suited for his environment. Each need is matched with a fulfillment - food for hunger, light for eyes, air for lungs, etc.
God didn’t mock man - He gave us what we need.

The human body is composed of cells.  There are more cells in your body than there are people on the earth! Think of your body:
over 2000 different types of parts to include 200 bones, 500 muscles, and 1000 ligaments holding them together.  Add 10,000
nerves, another 10,000 veins and arteries, and 100,000 glands, all wrapped up in a layer of skin having a million pores.

The human brain is considered the most complex living structure known in the universe - it is made of 100 billion neurons, and a
trillion cells many of which have more than 1000 connections.  One physicist said “Compared to the complexity of a brain, a
galaxy is just an inert lump.” Roger Penrose
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The order of the universe is mind-boggling; the complexities of space, the world, and our bodies are beyond belief.  Someone
once said, “It is easier to conceive of Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary resulting from an explosion in a print shop than to
imagine the universe being the product of chance.”

Where did all this come from?  Only three possibilities exist:

(1) The universe came from nothing; but something cannot come from nothing.

(2) The universe is eternal - it has always been here.  The Second Law of Thermodynamics states that the universe is running
down - the heat given off by the solar bodies is causing them to diminish.  To say that the universe is eternal is to say that life
came from something dead; intelligence came from something with no intelligence; and conscience came from something with
no conscience.

(3) God made it:

Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

Isaiah 42:5 – “God, the Lord, created the heavens and stretched them out. He created the earth and everything in it. He
gives breath to everyone, life to everyone who walks the earth.”

Isaiah 43:7 – “Everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I have
made him.”

Amos 4:13 – “For the Lord is the one who shaped the mountains, stirs up the winds, and reveals his thoughts to mankind.
He turns the light of dawn into darkness and treads on the heights of the earth…”

Acts 14:15 – “…you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and
all things that are in them…”

Long before the telescope and microscope were invented, the greatness of God was evident to man both in the vastness and in
the tiny intricacies of nature. Men could look at the stars and discover the fixed order of the planet’s orbits. They could observe a
small seed reproduce itself into a giant tree, exactly like the one from which it came. They could see the marvelous cycles of the
seasons; God’s created water works of evaporation, cloud formation, distillation, and pool formation. They witnessed the marvel
of human birth and the glory of the sunrise and sunset.

Romans 1:19-20: “They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. For ever since the world was
created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—
his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.”

God says that the created universe proves that He exists. What kind of God does nature reveal? Creation shows us a God of
might, intelligence, and intricate detail; a God of order and beauty; a God in complete control of powerful forces, a God Who is
omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent!

In nature we learn that God enjoys variety, loves beauty, is organized, is incomparable, and is wise and creative.  Everything
created by God reflects His glory in some way - from the smallest microscopic form of life to the vast Milky Way, from sunsets
and stars to storms and seasons.

All of creation reveals God’s glory: Psalm 19:1 – “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His
handiwork.”

In addition, God has inlaid the fundamental truth of Himself in the very nature of man. Ecclesiastes 3:11 – “…God has made
everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted eternity in the human heart…”

That is general revelation. Through special revelation (the Bible and the coming of Jesus and the Holy Spirit), we learn about
God’s love and forgiveness, and the promise of eternal life. God has graciously given us both sources so that we can fully
believe in Him.
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Only those who are spiritually blind cannot see God’s hand in nature. Revelation 4:11 - “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to
receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.”

Why did God create the universe?  Because He wanted to!    God made it all for His glory – it’s all for Him: Proverbs 16:4 –
“The Lord has made all for Himself…” Isaiah 43:7 – “Everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created for My
glory; I have formed him, yes, I have made him.”

The ultimate goal of the universe is to show the glory of God, not to please man and make him feel good about himself.  It is the
reason for everything that exists, including me and you. Without God’s glory, there would be nothing. Romans 11:36 – “For of
Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.”

We must believe in God, and give Him the glory for everything. If we don’t believe we will be damned:

Mark 16:16 – “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

Hebrews 11:6 – “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for He who comes to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

Hebrews 3:12 – “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living
God…”

It does not bring glory to God to disbelieve in Him – it only brings damnation to our souls!

Psalm 14:1 – “Only fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”  They are corrupt, and their actions are evil; not one of
them does good!”

II. Conclusion

In my own life, I have learned to believe in God, trust in God, fear God, not doubt God, and know God, more and more with
each passing day/month/year.  He has never in my life ever given me a reason to doubt Him.

Even during those times when I felt like He was 1000 miles away, He never left me, He never will.  If you are struggling, don’t
blame God, don’t doubt His love, and don’t question His motives – trust Him!!!

Psalm 31:7 – “I will be glad and rejoice in your unfailing love, for you have seen my troubles, and you care about the
anguish of my soul.”

I believe in God – don’t you!


