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When Sodom Lived in Lot’s Family 

 

Genesis 19:1-13: “That evening the two angels came to the entrance of the city of Sodom. Lot was sitting there, 

and when he saw them, he stood up to meet them. Then he welcomed them and bowed with his face to the 

ground. “My lords,” he said, “come to my home to wash your feet, and be my guests for the night. You may 

then get up early in the morning and be on your way again.” “Oh no,” they replied. “We’ll just spend the night 

out here in the city square.” But Lot insisted, so at last they went home with him. Lot prepared a feast for 

them, complete with fresh bread made without yeast, and they ate.  But before they retired for the night, all the 

men of Sodom, young and old, came from all over the city and surrounded the house.  They shouted to Lot, 

“Where are the men who came to spend the night with you? Bring them out to us so we can have sex with 

them!” So Lot stepped outside to talk to them, shutting the door behind him.  “Please, my brothers,” he 

begged, “don’t do such a wicked thing.  Look, I have two virgin daughters. Let me bring them out to you, and 

you can do with them as you wish. But please, leave these men alone, for they are my guests and are under my 

protection.” “Stand back!” they shouted. “This fellow came to town as an outsider, and now he’s acting like 

our judge! We’ll treat you far worse than those other men!” And they lunged toward Lot to break down the 

door. But the two angels reached out, pulled Lot into the house, and bolted the door.  Then they blinded all the 

men, young and old, who were at the door of the house, so they gave up trying to get inside. Meanwhile, the 

angels questioned Lot. “Do you have any other relatives here in the city?” they asked. “Get them out of this 

place—your sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone else. For we are about to destroy this city completely. The 

outcry against this place is so great it has reached the Lord, and he has sent us to destroy it.” 

 
It’s hard to imagine a more terrible picture of sin and its consequences than in the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. As 

we read this passage we are left with a sick feeling about the potential evil that can consume men’s heart.  And we 

learn some valuable lessons about the consequences of allowing the world to enter our hearts as it did the family of 

Lot. You see, not only did Lot’s family live in Sodom – Sodom lived in Lot’s family.  

 

I.  When Sodom lived in Lot’s family, they had no respect for Lot 

 

Genesis 19:14: “So Lot rushed out to tell his daughters’ fiancés, “Quick, get out of the city! The Lord is about 

to destroy it.” But the young men thought he was only joking.” 

 

After the angels told Lot that Sodom was about to be destroyed, Lot went to warn his daughters’ husbands. It is 

obvious that they were not spiritually minded nor did they think very highly of Lot, because they did not take Lot 

seriously.  So, in a matter hours, they were among those consumed in the fire.  If they had possessed the proper 

respect for Lot, they might have been spared. 

 

Today, so much disrespect is shown toward parents and adults in general.  The advice of parents is perceived as a 

“joke” by many young people. In many instances, by the time a young person grows up enough to appreciate what 

their parents had tried to teach them, it’s too late, they have already wrecked their lives.   
 
Ephesians 6:1-3: “Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is the right thing to do. 

“Honor your father and mother.” This is the first commandment with a promise: If you honor your father and 

mother, “things will go well for you, and you will have a long life on the earth.” 

 

It is very apparent that when Sodom lives in a person’s family, children do not respect their parents! 
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II. When Sodom lived in Lot’s family it was difficult to run from evil 

 

Genesis 19:15-16: “At dawn the next morning the angels became insistent. “Hurry,” they said to Lot. “Take 

your wife and your two daughters who are here. Get out right now, or you will be swept away in the 

destruction of the city!” When Lot still hesitated, the angels seized his hand and the hands of his wife and two 

daughters and rushed them to safety outside the city, for the Lord was merciful.” 

 

The angels literally had to lead Lot and his family by the hand out of Sodom.  Don’t forget what they were leaving 

behind: lewd homosexuality, sadistic behavior, and total unrighteousness.  Despite these horrible evils – they could 

not bring themselves to leave. 

 

2 Peter 2:6-8: “Later, God condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and turned them into heaps of ashes. 

He made them an example of what will happen to ungodly people.  But God also rescued Lot out of Sodom 

because he was a righteous man who was sick of the shameful immorality of the wicked people around him.  

Yes, Lot was a righteous man who was tormented in his soul by the wickedness he saw and heard day after 

day.” 

 

Today Christians are told to flee the evils of this world. This includes: 

 

Sexual immorality: 1 Corinthians 6:18: “Run from sexual sin!”  

 

Idolatry: 1 Corinthians 10:14 – “So, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols.” 

 

The love of money: 1 Timothy 6:10-11: “For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, 

craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. But you, 

Timothy, are a man of God; so run from all these evil things. Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along with 

faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.” 
 

Youthful lusts:  2 Timothy 2:22 – “Flee youthful lusts…” 

 

The world: James 4:4 - “You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an enemy 

of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of God.”  
 

We must keep the world out of us!  However, too many are not willing to let go of activities and associations that are 

clearly evil. If we are reluctant to leave the things of the world – it will cost us everything! 

 

III.  When Sodom lived in Lot’s family, fear triumphed over faith 

 

Genesis 19:17-22: “When they were safely out of the city, one of the angels ordered, “Run for your lives! And 

don’t look back or stop anywhere in the valley! Escape to the mountains, or you will be swept away!” “Oh no, 

my lord!” Lot begged. “You have been so gracious to me and saved my life, and you have shown such great 

kindness. But I cannot go to the mountains. Disaster would catch up to me there, and I would soon die. See, 

there is a small village nearby. Please let me go there instead; don’t you see how small it is? Then my life will 

be saved.” “All right,” the angel said, “I will grant your request. I will not destroy the little village. But hurry! 

Escape to it, for I can do nothing until you arrive there.” (This explains why that village was known as Zoar, 

which means “little place.”) 

 

 

 



 

3 

The angels specifically told Lot he would be safe in the mountains, but he was so influenced by the sinful society of 

Sodom that he was conditioned to be afraid. That is the effect the world can have on backsliding Christians.  The 

world encourages and breeds fear.  However, the Christian has no reason to fear the threats of this world (Matthew 

10:28 – “Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot touch your soul. Fear only God, who 

can destroy both soul and body in hell”). 
 

IV. When Sodom lived in Lot’s family they loved the world 

 

Genesis 19:23-29: “Lot reached the village just as the sun was rising over the horizon.  Then the Lord rained 

down fire and burning sulfur from the sky on Sodom and Gomorrah.  He utterly destroyed them, along with 

the other cities and villages of the plain, wiping out all the people and every bit of vegetation.  But Lot’s wife 

looked back as she was following behind him, and she turned into a pillar of salt. Abraham got up early that 

morning and hurried out to the place where he had stood in the Lord’s presence.  He looked out across the 

plain toward Sodom and Gomorrah and watched as columns of smoke rose from the cities like smoke from a 

furnace. But God had listened to Abraham’s request and kept Lot safe, removing him from the disaster that 

engulfed the cities on the plain.” 

 

This powerful lesson was learned in the most graphic way.  God told Lot’s family not to look back at the wicked city, 

but Lot’s wife couldn’t resist!  Through the eye of lust, Lot’s wife wanted just one more look – but it was one look 

too many! 

 

Luke 17:28-32: “And the world will be as it was in the days of Lot. People went about their daily business—

eating and drinking, buying and selling, farming and building— until the morning Lot left Sodom. Then fire 

and burning sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.  Yes, it will be ‘business as usual’ right 

up to the day when the Son of Man is revealed.  On that day a person out on the deck of a roof must not go 

down into the house to pack. A person out in the field must not return home.  Remember what happened to 

Lot’s wife!” 

 

It seems obvious that Lot’s wife had a conflict within her mind. On the one hand, her husband and family were 

fleeing the city. On the other hand, her house and belongings were being left behind. She had heard the command of 

God as given through the angels. They had manhandled her to get her out of the city after she lingered. They had 

given her every opportunity to escape and live. Now the choice was hers to do as she desired. So she looked back! 

 

Most commentators believe that this wasn’t a mere glance. Instead, they believe it was a “longing desire,” some 

believe she actually turned back to the city. Was she looking back to her house? Was she looking back to her friends? 

Was she looking back to her sons-in-law? Was she looking back to the culture? We don’t know “what” she looked 

back “for,” but we know “why.” She was attached to the physical things that were in Sodom. She loved the things of 

the world more than the things of God. She wanted it both ways, but she ended up losing everything. Her one 

redeeming characteristic was that she became an example to us about how “not” to behave.  

Jesus told us to remember Lot’s wife when we are tempted to allow worldliness to get a hold of us, so that we don’t 

follow her example. If we cannot put God first in our lives, we will lose everything.  

 

Matthew 16:25-27: “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will 

find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man 

give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then 

He will reward each according to his works.” 
 

1 John 2:15-17: “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—

is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the 

will of God abides forever.” 



 

4 

V.  When Sodom lived in Lot’s family they too became immoral 

 

Genesis 19:30-38: “Afterward Lot left Zoar because he was afraid of the people there, and he went to live in a 

cave in the mountains with his two daughters. One day the older daughter said to her sister, “There are no men 

left anywhere in this entire area, so we can’t get married like everyone else. And our father will soon be too old 

to have children. Come, let’s get him drunk with wine, and then we will have sex with him. That way we will 

preserve our family line through our father.” So that night they got him drunk with wine, and the older 

daughter went in and had intercourse with her father. He was unaware of her lying down or getting up again. 

The next morning the older daughter said to her younger sister, “I had sex with our father last night. Let’s get 

him drunk with wine again tonight, and you go in and have sex with him. That way we will preserve our family 

line through our father.” So that night they got him drunk with wine again, and the younger daughter went in 

and had intercourse with him. As before, he was unaware of her lying down or getting up again. As a result, 

both of Lot’s daughters became pregnant by their own father. When the older daughter gave birth to a son, 

she named him Moab. He became the ancestor of the nation now known as the Moabites. When the younger 

daughter gave birth to a son, she named him Ben-ammi. He became the ancestor of the nation now known as 

the Ammonites.” 

 

Sodom was still very much alive in the hearts of Lot’s daughters - its influence had rubbed off on them: 1 

Corinthians 15:33 – “Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals.” Proverbs 6:27-28: “Can a 

man scoop a flame into his lap and not have his clothes catch on fire? Can he walk on hot coals and not blister 

his feet?” 

 

A person cannot feed his mind on the garbage of this world without consequences.  We cannot go where Satan is and 

escape his influence!  “If you sit down with dogs – you will rise up with fleas.” We may think we can surround 

ourselves with evil and not be affected – we are wrong!  

 

VI. The bear and the stove 

 

Once in a dense forest a big bear broke into a cabin of some hunters. They were out at the time but had left a fire in a 

pot-bellied stove. The bear saw the red hot stove and figured it was an enemy, so he ran over and put a bear hug on it. 

Naturally, he was severely burned.  When the bear thought the enemy was trying to fight back, he squeezed a lot 

harder and was burned even more. The more he squeezed the more he was burned.  

 

There are many people who would say, “What a dumb animal!” But in many ways, we are just like that bear.  But 

instead of a stove, we hug worldliness to our chest and refuse to let it go!   

 

Too many are like that monkey who got his hand caught in the gourd because he wouldn’t let the peanuts go, then the 

hunter came along and killed him – devoured him.  But the things we refuse to let go of are far more dangerous than 

peanuts, and the price we will pay is worth far more to us than our physical lives! 

 

Mark 8:36-37: “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will 

a man give in exchange for his soul?” 

 

We say we want to go to heaven, but too many are hanging on to things that will prevent them from going:  Hebrews 

12:1 – “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off 

every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the 

race God has set before us.” 
 

As Christians, we ought to “let go” of anything that has the potential for hindering our being in heaven. What would 

make a person want to “gamble” on the eternal home of their soul? 
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Friends, worldliness has come into the church and it is wreaking havoc and destroying lives and souls!  We are not 

only living in the world, we are letting the world live in us!  It is time to repent: 

 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18: “Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner 

with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? 

How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? And what union can there be between God’s temple and 

idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God said: “I will live in them and walk among them. I will be 

their God, and they will be my people. Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves 

from them, says the Lord. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you. And I will be your Father, 

and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 

 

If you aren’t taking this seriously, neither will your family! 

 

 

 

 


