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When all seems hopeless 

 

When was the last time you were at a point in your life where you felt completely surrounded by problems and you 

wanted to quit, when you said “this is hopeless - I give up - my life is over?”   

 

Maybe someone came along and tried to encourage you like I am trying to do today, and you said, “You want me to 

be happy, to lift up my soul and praise the name of God - why, I can’t even lift up my head.  You don’t know my 

problems - health, financial, you don’t know what my husband has done to me, my wife/kids/relatives/job/other 

people at church have done to me - you don’t know what God Himself has done to me.” 

 

Ever been there?  Have you ever been really discouraged; depressed; feeling like all is lost, the end has come, hope is 

gone, the devil has won?  Have you ever been disillusioned, maybe even with God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, church, 

yourself?   

 

Have things in life ever reached below bottom for you – total burnout, destroyed, failure? I have seen people who 

were disillusioned, no joy, no hope, no reason to go on – not suicidal, just empty.  The devil contributes when he says 

“you are nothing, your plans are nothing, God doesn’t care about you.  You don’t count. Why don’t you just quit, 

hang it up, walk out the door, give up, throw in the towel.”   
 

Today we will learn what to do when all seems hopeless and we are really afraid of what will happen.  Today we will 

learn about a mother, her love for her family, her love for her God, and what happened when she only had one prayer 

left to pray.  2 Kings 4:1 – “One day the widow of a member of the group of prophets came to Elisha and cried 

out, “My husband who served you is dead, and you know how he feared the Lord. But now a creditor has 

come, threatening to take my two sons as slaves.” 
 

This woman, the widowed wife of one of the sons of the prophets, had debts and no means to pay them. The legal 

system in Israel would not allow her to declare bankruptcy; she had to give her sons as indentured servants to her 

creditor as payment for the debts.  However inhumane this might seem, the creditor was within his rights; for Mosaic 

Law allowed him to enslave the debtor and his children as far as the Year of Jubilee in order to work off a debt. 

 

Both this woman and her husband had always been ready to listen and obey God.  They feared the Lord and respected 

His word.  This leads me to ask, “Can tragedy come to good men?”  Yes, it can.  Can it come to those trying with all 

their hearts to serve the Lord?  Yes, it can and yes it does.   

 

Job 14:1 – “How frail is humanity! How short is life, how full of trouble!”  And this lady had troubles! Her 

husband had died, but the tragedy didn’t end there.  He had also left her with two young sons to raise!  In the ancient 

world, the only individual more helpless than a woman without a breadwinner was a widow with dependent kids.  

Some of you may know how hard it is to be a single mom.  Multiply that by 100 and you will have some idea of how 

hard she had it. 

 

He had left her with no source of income and deep in debt.  Sometimes conscientious servants of God make poor 

financial decisions.  He could have been overly generous.  He probably didn’t make that much anyway, maybe people 

owed him money.  The bad part was, since the man was dead, now her husband’s creditor was coming to take her 

sons as payment until the debt was worked off.   

 

Whoever this creditor was, he was heartless, merciless, and without pity, he had no sympathy.  This woman’s sons 

were her life; she was probably trying to hang on until they were old enough to work.  But the creditor didn’t care.   

Widows and orphans have always had a special place in God’s heart: 

 

Deuteronomy 10:18 – “…God…He ensures that orphans and widows receive justice…”   
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Psalm 68:5 – “Father to the fatherless, defender of widows—this is God, whose dwelling is holy.” 

 

James 1:27 – “Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and widows 

in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.” 

 

So she goes to Elisha with a desperate, unspoken question – “What am I supposed to do?” 

 

2 Kings 4:2 - “What can I do to help you?” Elisha asked. “Tell me, what do you have in the house?” “Nothing 

at all, except a flask of olive oil,” she replied.   

 

The word “flask/jar” indicates how little the container was.  It had olive oil used for cooking, healing, soothing, and 

anointing.  It was all she had, but God intended she use what she had.   

 

2 Kings 4:3 – “And Elisha said, “Borrow as many empty jars as you can from your friends and neighbors.”  

She was to get all she could.  These instructions are strange.  She might have protested, but she did not.  Sometimes 

God’s commands will make sense to us and sometimes they will not – but regardless of what we think, they are 

always right: 

 

2 Kings 4:4 – “Then go into your house with your sons and shut the door behind you. Pour olive oil from your 

flask into the jars, setting each one aside when it is filled.” 

 

And so she did! As she did the oil miraculously kept pouring from the original vessel until all the borrowed vessels 

were filled. When she was finished, she had a lot of oil.   

 

2 Kings 4:5-6: “So she did as she was told. Her sons kept bringing jars to her, and she filled one after another. 

Soon every container was full to the brim! “Bring me another jar,” she said to one of her sons. “There aren’t 

any more!” he told her. And then the olive oil stopped flowing.” 

 

It’s interesting that the amount of oil was only limited by the number of vessels she was able to borrow. Had she 

borrowed more, more would have been provided; had she gathered less, less would have been provided. 

 

2 Kings 4:7 – “When she told the man of God what had happened, he said to her, “Now sell the olive oil and 

pay your debts, and you and your sons can live on what is left over.” 

 

Did she really have to pay this cruel man?  Yes.  The Bible teaches us to pay our debts (Romans 13:8 – “Owe no one 

anything except to love one another; for he who loves another has fulfilled the law”).   
 

Henry Blunt wrote, “Even if the creditor is heartless, you don’t be unjust; just because someone may be cruel and 

heartless does not change the fact that you owe him money.”   
 

In spite of her problems, this woman did not blame God; instead she went to Him for help.  When some are 

overwhelmed, they distance themselves from God and the church and blame them.  No matter what troubles you 

have, never doubt the Lord cares for you (1 Peter 5:7 – “Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares 

about you”). 

 

As this story began, we were introduced to a family without hope, but we are also reminded of our God who answers 

prayers.  It was a godly family, but heartache and heartbreak had still come – in their case because of death and debt.  

Other “D’s” that can devastate a home include disease, desertion, and divorce.   

 

Maybe you are experiencing heartache today because of some serious problem that doesn’t seem to have a solution. If 

so, what should you do?   
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First, acknowledge you have a problem, as this widow did.  Then ask, “Have I done everything I can to solve this 

problem?”  Like this woman, you need to check the resources you already have.  She didn’t have much, but she did 

have something.  She needed to use what she had and do what she could to bear her own load.   

 

It has been said that “sometimes the best place to find a helping hand is on the end of your arm.”   

 

Hamilton wrote, “If one uses what he has and goes as far as he can go, God takes over then.  He has never 

promised to take over until then…”   

 

After you have done all you can, you may need to turn to wise Christian friends like this woman did when she came 

to Elisha (Proverbs 11:14 – “When there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the multitude of counselors there 

is safety”).  Those not as close to the problem can often see the situation more clearly and can suggest solutions. 

 

Approach God with humility! James 4:10 – “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you 

up.” 

 

Above all, trust the Lord.  God’s generosity is limited only by our willingness to put our trust in Him.  When you 

learn to turn your problems over to Him in prayer, then you can know the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding.  

 

Philippians 4:6-7: “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and 

thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can 

understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” 

 

I. What does God help us with 

 

In a word – everything we need to live!  2 Peter 1:3 – “…His divine power has given to us all things that pertain 

to life and godliness…” 

 

a) Physical blessings 
 

Matthew 6:25-34: “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food and 

drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more than clothing? Look at the 

birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you 

far more valuable to him than they are? Can all your worries add a single moment to your life? “And why 

worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. They don’t work or make their 

clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. And if God cares so 

wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for 

you. Why do you have so little faith? So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will 

we drink? What will we wear?’ These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father 

already knows all your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give 

you everything you need. “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s 

trouble is enough for today.” 

 

However, remember, the same God who said “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and 

he will give you everything you need” also said “If a man won’t work, neither should he eat” (2 Thessalonians 

3:10). 
 

“God gives every bird its food, but He does not throw it into their nests!” 
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God is always on time - He has no shortages - He is never late: “There is no recession in the economy of heaven!” 

So don’t give up, you have a big God! Worry implies that we don't quite trust that God is big enough, powerful 

enough, or loving enough to take care of what’s happening in our lives.  “Worry is prayer to a false god!” 

 

This much is certain - God can and will help you if you will ask Him and then let Him.  He may not perform a direct 

miracle like He did with this woman, God doesn’t usually perform miracles to help us pay our debts, but He does 

meet our needs if we trust and obey.  If we give everything to Him, He can make a little go a long way.   

 

b) Spiritual blessings 
 

Ephesians 1:3 – “All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ.” 

 

Psalm 116:5 – “How kind the Lord is! How good he is! So merciful, this God of ours!” 

 

Ephesians 1:7 – “He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son 

and forgave our sins.” 

 

c) Eternal blessings 
 

Psalm 23 - “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads 

me beside the still waters, He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.  

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your 

rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You 

anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

 

Revelation 21:3-4: “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with 

them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 

death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed 

away.” 
 

II. Conclusion 

 

God helped this family and He can help your family – if you will ask Him to and let Him.  Remember, if we submit 

ourselves to Him and His will, He can fill our empty lives as surely as He filled empty jars for the widow.  He will 

meet our needs for food, clothing and shelter. He will forgive our sins (Acts 2:38); give us hope of everlasting life 

(Titus 1:2); and strengthen us day by day (Ephesians 6:10). 

 

Do you have a situation that seems hopeless? Do all you can and trust in the Lord and He will help you.  I cannot tell 

you exactly how He will help you. Maybe He will remove the problem; maybe He will help you to endure the 

problem.   

 

Whatever happens, understand that there is no problem that God can’t solve if you turn to Him!   

 

“Anything under God’s control is never out of control!” 

 

Jeremiah 32:17 – “O Sovereign Lord! You made the heavens and earth by your strong hand and powerful 

arm. Nothing is too hard for you!” 

  


