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What sort of people ought you to be? 

 

One of the songs we have always sung is “Prepare to meet thy God.” This song refers to that great day when we will 

all stand before God in judgment. 

 

I. Prediction of the great day 

 

2 Peter 3:3-9: “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after 

their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 

continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice 

that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 

through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His word the present 

heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 

a thousand years like one day. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 

toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” 

 

Some deny the second coming and subsequent events.  These mockers or scoffers present two objections: 1) Why has 

it taken so long, it has been two thousand years, if He hasn’t come yet, He isn’t going to! 2)  Everything is still the 

same as it has always been, nothing is going to happen. 

 

Peter answers these in reverse order.  These scoffers have forgotten that all things have not continued as they have 

from the beginning – they were forgetting about the flood!  If the earth was destroyed once, it can happen again.  The 

first time was by water, the second time will be by fire. 

 

As far as time goes, a thousand years to God are nothing; He is not time-bound like we are.  2000 years are like the 

day before yesterday to God! 

 

God’s delay is not due to His reneging on a promise, it is a gift to mankind, giving everyone an opportunity to repent 

and be saved (Ezekiel 18:23 – “Do you think that I like to see wicked people die? says the Sovereign Lord. Of 

course not! I want them to turn from their wicked ways and live.” 1 Timothy 2:3-4: “For this is good and 

acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth”). 

 

II.  What will happen on that day 

 

After Peter answered the objections of the mockers, he used vivid language to describe the time of the Lord’s return:  

2 Peter 3:7 - “But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of 

Judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” 

 

2 Peter 3:10-13: “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar 

and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. Since all 

these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 

looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by 

burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His promise we are looking for new 

heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.” 
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a)  It will be an unexpected time 

 

Matthew 24:44 – “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not 

expect Him.” 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:2 - “For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the 

night.” 

 

b)  It will be a time of unparalleled destruction 
 

2 Peter 3:10 - “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar 

and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.” 

 

The heavens (the sun, moon, and stars, etc) will pass away with a roar and the elements (the building blocks of the 

universe) will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth (think of all the natural wonders) and its works (think of 

all man’s achievements and creations) will be burned up! 

 

The earthly things that are so important to us will vanish.  Someone once said that’s why we need to “hold with light 

fingers the things of the world.” 

 

c)  It will be a time of judgment 
 

Acts 17:31 - “…He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom 

He has ordained….” 

 

Revelation 20:12 – “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And 

another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 

the things which were written in the books.”   

 

The ungodly can only look forward to spiritual devastation, but the righteous “…are looking for new heavens and a 

new earth, in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). 

 

The present heavens and earth were designed to house the physical body, the new heavens and earth will perfectly 

accommodate the resurrected spiritual body.  This is the place Jesus went to prepare for us – the place called heaven! 

 

John 14:1-3: “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are 

many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
 
And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 

 

III. Preparation for the great day 

 

How should we react to these surprising and sobering truths about the last great day?  Should we ignore it, laugh about 

it, engage in endless debate about it?  Peter says “no.” We need to be spending our time on getting ready for that day: 

 

2 Peter 3:11 – “Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy 

conduct and godliness…” 
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Looking for the return of the Lord should change our perspective on what is truly important: Titus 2:11-14: “For the 

grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 

desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the 

appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from 

every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.” 

 

Realizing that Jesus is coming again should change our lives:  Colossians 3:4-5: “When Christ who is our life 

appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. Therefore put to death your members which are on the 

earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.” 

 

IV.  Life changing answers 

 

Since we know that Jesus is returning, since we understand that the things of this earth are passing away, and since we 

anticipate standing before God in judgment, what type of people should we be? 

 

We ought to be obedient people!  “Obedience is doing what God says, when He says it, how He says it, for 

whatever reason He says it, with whom He says it.” Partial obedience is not obedience!  We either do the things God 

says to do, or heaven will never be our home! Matthew 7:21 – “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.”   

 

We ought to be Godly people!  To be ready for Christ’s return, we need to live holy, God-fearing lives.  Christ did 

not come to save people in their sins, but from their sins!  We must repent!  

 

Hebrews 14:12 – “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord…” 

 

We ought to be expectant people!  The emphasis regarding Christ’s coming is on “looking for…” 2 Peter 3:12-14: 

“…looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by 

burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His promise we are looking for new 

heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be 

diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless…” 

 

The Greek word translated “looking” and “look” does not refer to a casual, disinterested glance, but a fixed gaze 

filled with anticipation. 

 

Philippians 3:20 – “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ…” 

 

We ought to be diligent people!  2 Peter 3:14 - “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent 

to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless…” 

 

Until Jesus comes back, we have work to do: 1 Corinthians 15:58 – “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 

steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the 

Lord.” 

 

We ought to be peaceful people!  2 Peter 3:14 - “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent 

to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless…” 

 

So much anger exists in the world today, we need peaceful people, peacemakers: Matthew 5:9 – “Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 
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To achieve peace we must get rid of all the reasons why we wage war (hate, anger, rage, envy).  Ephesians 4:31-32: 

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. Instead, be 

kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.” 

 

We ought to be cautious people! 2 Peter 3:17 – “You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your 

guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own 

steadfastness…” 

 

False teachers will always be spreading error, we must not be gullible.  2 Peter 2:1-3: “But there were also false 

prophets in Israel, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will cleverly teach destructive heresies 

and even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they will bring sudden destruction on themselves. 

Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful immorality. And because of these teachers, the way of truth 

will be slandered. In their greed they will make up clever lies to get hold of your money. But God condemned 

them long ago, and their destruction will not be delayed.” 

 

Don’t believe everything you hear - always check it against God’s word. 

 

We ought to be growing, maturing people! 2 Peter 3:18 – “…but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ…” 

 

It has been said that living the Christian life is like riding a bicycle - “unless you keep going, you will fall off.”  We 

need to grow in studying our Bibles, in Christian living, in praising God, and in showing love to others.  1 Peter 2:1-

3: “Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like 

newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have 

tasted that the Lord is good.” 

 

We ought to be forgiving people: Matthew 6:14-15: “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly 

Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  Luke 6:37 – 

“…Forgive others, and you will be forgiven.” 

 

We ought to be a praising people!  2 Peter 3:18 – “…to Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. 

Amen.”  Our praise should begin here and then continue into heaven. 

 

V. Conclusion 

 

Fact – Jesus is coming again! 

Fact – The earth and everything in it will be burned up! 

Fact – We will then stand before the Lord in Judgment! 

Fact – We will be sent to heaven or hell! 

 

The question that remains is this – “Are you ready for that day to come?”  2 Timothy 4:6-8: “As for me, my life has 

already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my death is near. I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. And now the prize awaits me—the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not 

just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.” 


