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What does God do with our sins?

Ephesians 2:1-3: “Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. You used to live in
sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is
the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that way, following the
passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger,
just like everyone else.”

This passage shows us our true condition outside of Christ – we were spiritually dead, separated from God and headed
straight to hell for all eternity.  We were walking with the world and the devil, not caring what God had to say, and
living in rebellion.  We were fulfilling the desires of the flesh and mind, i.e., the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life. But then we heard and obeyed the gospel, now all of that is in the past.  But is your past really in
the past for you?

Many Christians today (maybe one of you) are obsessed by the memory of some sin(s) they committed years ago.  The
memory never leaves them; it haunts them and hurts their devotional life and their relationships with each other. They
live in fear that someone will find out what they did, so they work overtime to prove to God that they are truly
repentant.

“I’ve been so wicked and sinful for so long! I’ve lived such an evil life that I just can’t believe that God will pardon
me and accept me. Didn’t Paul say that the wages of sin is death, not the wages of sin is a bad mood or a hard day
or a bout with depression, but death – sin is fatal!  I know I’ve gotta be just one more sin away from God giving up
on me?”

I am guilty of this myself.  In the past, I would really let my mistakes bother me, I would line them up and count them
“again and again and again.” I would take my good and stack it up against my bad and hope that I was good
enough to make it to heaven.

The Bible says that our sin separates us from God: Isaiah 59:2 - “But your iniquities have separated you from
your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you.” The Bible also teaches us that sin will destroy our souls:
Ezekiel 18:20 - “The soul that sins shall die!” The Bible says every single person in the world is a sinner: Romans
3:23 – “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

That is a real problem for all of us, because sin violates God’s law and brings about the penalty of death - with
absolutely no exceptions. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death...”

However, if we are in Christ Jesus, we have the greatest blessing of all - the forgiveness of our sins (Ephesians 1:7 –
“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace…”).

In both the Old Testament and the New it is said that when God forgives sins He “remembers them no more.”
Jeremiah 31:34 - “I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” Hebrews 8:12 –
“…their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” Hebrews 10:17 – “Then He says, “I will never
again remember their sins and lawless deeds.”

How is that possible?  How can an omniscient God who knows everything in the universe, forget my sins? “What
exactly does God do with my/our sins?”
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I. What does God do with our sins?

God forgives us! Man is burdened with a tremendous load of sins. But God is merciful and gracious and willing to
unload our burden by forgiving us. God loves us and is ready at all times to forgive us and save us. It is not necessary
to beg and plead with God to get Him in a frame of mind to forgive. He wants to forgive us more than we want to ask
for forgiveness.

Psalm 86:5 – “O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask for your
help.” God keeps a record of our lives, noting every sin or mistake.  However, when He forgives us, those sins are
totally put away. He does not forgive half of our sins and leave the other half.  He forgives them all, every last one of
them!

Christ “bares” our sin for us, or “carries” them up. 1 Peter 2:24 – “He personally carried our sins in his body on
the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed.” Sin is a
terrible burden that we cannot carry alone. Without divine help it would crush and destroy us.

God “remits” our sins. Acts 2:38 – “Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Our sins
are represented as a tremendous debt which we are unable to pay.

We are like the servant who owed his master more than he could ever repay (Matthew 18:21–35). So the master had
compassion on the servant and forgave him the entire debt.  The only way we can ever settle our sin debt is for Jesus
to “remit” or “forgive” them.

God “blots out” our sins. Isaiah 43:25 - “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake;
and I will not remember.” Acts 3:19 - “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out,
so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord…”

“Blotted out” is from a Greek word which means “rub out, wipe off, erase.” Plato used this word to refer to the
blotting out of writing. Sometimes people in ancient times rubbed out or scraped off the writing from a manuscript
and reused the surface. Like writing that was erased, wiped off, or rubbed out from an old manuscript, God “blots
out” our sins and holds them against us no more.

In Micah 7:19, the prophet shows two things that God does with our sins: “Once again you will have compassion
on us. You will trample our sins under your feet and throw them into the depths of the ocean!”

In the first part of this verse, Micah describes our sins as if they were a pack of vicious animals attacking us. But God
tramples them under His feet and destroys them.

In the second part of the verse, God is represented as casting our sins into the depths of the sea, where they go down,
down, down, until they can never be recovered again. In both instances, God rescues us from being destroyed by sins
which we were helpless to escape. “When God casts our sins into the deepest sea, He puts up a no-fishing sign!”

God “covers” our sins! Psalm 32:1-2: “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.”

“Transgression” is an act of rebellion or disloyalty, “sin” is the act of missing the mark, and “iniquity” is a crooked
or wrong act. These three words overlap to show that the totality of David’s sin had been dealt with by the Lord.
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God had forgiven his transgression/disobedience, covered his sin or put them out of sight, and had not imputed his
iniquity – God cleared David of his guilt.

The word for “covered” means more than just draping a curtain over sins and hiding them from view.  It means to
remove them totally, to completely rub them out.

God “removes” our sins from us. Psalm 103:12 - “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us.” The “east” and the “west” represents two points as far from each other as one can go.
These points will never meet!  God removes our sin an eternal distance from us by His mercy!  He removes them as
far away from us as heaven is from hell!

Hezekiah says that God “casts” our sins to a place where even He can’t see them. Isaiah 38:17 - “...for You have
cast all my sins behind your back.”

In the Bible, mankind is pictured as being filthy and unclean, needing desperately to be washed and cleansed from all
defilement (Isaiah 64:6 – “We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they
are nothing but filthy rags”).

So God “cleanses” us from all sin by “washing” our sins away in the blood of Jesus. Acts 22:16 – “…arise and be
baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”

1 John 1:7 – “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

Revelation 1:5 – “…and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over
the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood…”

When God forgives our sins and saves us, He “redeems” us (pays a ransom to buy us back): 1 Peter 1:18-19: “For
you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And the
ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of
God.”

In this process, He “brings us near” (Ephesians 2:13 – “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ”).

He also “reconciles/restores” us back to a right relationship with Him (2 Corinthians 5:18 – “…God…has
reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ…”),

Then He “adds us” to the church, the body of Christ. Acts 2:47 – “…and the Lord added to the church daily those
who were being saved.”

If we are in Christ, we have been “made perfect” in the eyes of the Lord, our mistakes have been corrected by Jesus,
and God will remember our sins no more (Hebrews 10:14 – “For by one offering He has perfected forever those
who are being sanctified”).
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God not only forgives and forgets, He also removes the guilt of our sins (Psalm 32:3-5: “When I refused to confess
my sin, my body wasted away, and I groaned all day long. Day and night your hand of discipline was heavy on
me. My strength evaporated like water in the summer heat.  Finally, I confessed all my sins to you and stopped
trying to hide my guilt. I said to myself, “I will confess my rebellion to the Lord.” And you forgave me! All my
guilt is gone”).

God, who cannot lie, has promised to forget and not bring up the sins of Christians who are forgiven and washed in
the blood of Jesus.  So when God forgives our sins, He sends them away, remits them, washes them away in the blood
of Jesus, completely removes them, covers them, cancels them, purges them, dismisses them, and releases us from the
consequences of them.

God wants us to understand that He loves us more than He hates our sins!  He wants us to realize that once we
become Christians and we are children of God, we stand before Him as perfect people; our sins are taken to the other
side of the world, they are blotted out, they are buried in the deepest sea, they are thrown behind His back, they are
washed away by the blood of His own Son, they are remembered no more.

When God forgives us, He wipes the slate clean and makes it like we have never done anything wrong. In other
words, He justifies us – “just as if I’d never sinned.” That means we are absolved of all guilt, absolutely and
without exception, and as long as we remain faithful until death, then no past sin will be held against us on Judgment
Day. If God “remembers them no more,” it will be as if they had never been committed. On the Day of Judgment,
God won’t see our sins, He will see the finished work of Jesus, and that will be enough.

The Bible teaches us that through the sacrifice of Jesus, our sins are paid for.  Having paid the penalty through Him,
we no longer have any penalty to pay. Because of the sacrifice of Jesus, judgment has been lifted for Christians.  We
were sitting on death row, but now have received a full pardon.  If we are in Christ, then we do not face condemnation
or the fires of hell – there is not a little, not some, not a lot – there is “no” condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.

Brothers and sisters, the cross is the judgment of God upon Christians - Calvary is our damnation. Because of what
Jesus did on the cross, we don’t have to live in constant fear.  We can be at complete peace with God and ourselves
(Romans 5:1 – “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ”).

II. Conclusion

Some people think God is a terrible monster with unlimited power who is ready to tear them in pieces or grab them by
the neck and gleefully toss them into the fires of hell. This concept of God is totally wrong.

God in His great mercy will forgive the wickedest sinner if that sinner will accept and obey His will. 1 Timothy 1:15
– “This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners”—and I am the worst of them all.”

Paul knew that if God could save the chief of sinners, He can save all sinners. That includes me - that includes you!


