
 

1 

Victorious Prayer 

 

If there is anything we need to do as Christians, it is to learn how to pray.  The Christian who can pray can do 

anything.  Why?  Because prayer can do anything that God can do, and God can do anything.  Our desperate need in 

these days is to link our lives with the omnipotent God who has called upon us and told us to pray.  Why? There isn’t 

a failure in our lives that isn’t prayer failure.  We don’t have a sin in our lives but what prayer could have prevented.  

We don’t have a genuine need that fervent, believing prayer cannot meet.   

 

How can we pray prayers that will not be denied?  How can we get through to God in prayer?  How can we pray so as 

to link our lives with His omnipotence? In James 4:1-10, we are given seven principles of “denial-proof” prayer.  

Today we will consider the first two! 

 

The problem of unoffered prayer!  James 4:1-2: “What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t 

they come from the evil desires at war within you? You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to 

get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from 

them. Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it.” 

 

God wants to bless us, to give us what we need, but we are so proud and self-sufficient that we go about fighting, 

warring, scheming, planning, hating, killing, and conniving, trying in our own strength to get the things we think we 

need.   

 

Did you know that prayerlessness is sin?  1 Samuel 12:23 – “Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should 

sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you…”   

 

The Bible tells us to pray all the time. In Colossians 1:9 Paul says that he “...did not cease to pray for you 

(Colossians).”   

 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, Paul simply said, “pray without ceasing.”   

 

I’m convinced that one of the reasons we don’t see God do more big things is because we do cease to pray.  We get all 

fired up for a couple of days - as one preacher put it, we rattle the bars of heaven, we shake the doors of glory, we 

storm the gates of hell - after a week we forget all about the fact that we were even praying for that person in the first 

place.  Our minds get caught up in so many things or we have the idea that God’s not going to do anything anyway 

because He didn’t meet my schedule - “I wanted it done yesterday, God.”  So we stop praying.  

 

Luke 18:1 – “Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart.”  So when 

we don’t pray, we are not simply missing a blessing, we are committing a sin.  We are doing without the things God 

wants us to have, and we are sinning against Him (Mark 14:38 – “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.  

The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”). 

 

John Bunyan wrote in Pilgrim’s Progress – “Prayer will make a man cease from sin, and sin will entice a man to 

cease from prayer.”  Are you praying? Most of us treat prayer like the weather.  We talk a lot about it, but we don’t 

do much about it.  But there is no substitute for prayer.   

 

If not praying is a sin, some of us need to repent. Are you guilty of the sin of not praying?  Just how much time do you 

spend in prayer each day?  Who or what are you consistently praying for?   

 

Is there somebody or something you are genuinely praying for every day or have you begun to pray for someone and 

sort of tapered off?  Are you consistently praying for anybody/anything, or are you the type of Christian who has 

accepted a “decaffeinated” Christianity - the type that promises not to keep you awake at night?  
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Unless we pray right, we cannot live or serve right.  True Christians pray, the worldly minded do not! Our Christian 

lives are not greater than our prayer lives.   

 

Prayer links our lives with the omnipotent power of God.  I’m reminded of the little boy who was trying with all of his 

might to move a huge stone.  His little muscles were bulging, there was perspiration on his face, and he was biting his 

tongue as he tried to move that stone.  His father was watching.  Finally he said to the boy, “Son, are you using all of 

your strength?”  “Yes, daddy, I’m using all of my strength.”  Then his father replied, “No, you are not.  You 

haven’t asked me to help you.”   

 

Sometimes we are burdened down with weighty problems.  We strive, cry, fight, war, and worry.  We say, “I’m doing 

everything I know to do.”  But have we asked our heavenly Father to help?  Could the reason that God is not blessing 

us is so utterly simple as this - we don’t have because we don’t ask! What does the song say – “Oh, what peace we 

often forfeit…”  

 

The problem of unacceptable prayer! The second thing that James 4 talks about is the problem of unacceptable 

prayer.  The problem here is not that we don’t pray.  It’s that sometimes we offer prayers which God will not hear or 

accept.  Why?  James 4:3-4: “And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you 

want only what will give you pleasure. You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes 

you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of 

God.” 

 

Sometimes people pray long and hard, but their prayers are not answered. Their prayers get no higher than the light 

bulb because they are unacceptable to God. They are based on the wrong motivation. They are not asking for the 

glory of God, they are asking to satisfy their lusts. Their motivation is selfish and sinful. But God will not subsidize 

our sin; He will not underwrite our selfishness. 

 

The word “enmity” means “warfare” – if we are friends with the world we are at war with God - we are an “enemy” 

of God! But how can a Christian be at war with God?   

 

The world is like a conniving, perverted, adulterous man who tries to lure a wife away from her husband.  The Bible 

says that when we turn from Jesus and become friends with the world, we commit spiritual adultery.  James is telling 

us that we cannot become a friend of the world and then come to God and say, “Give me what I want so I can 

commit spiritual adultery with the world.”   

 

That would be like a woman telling her husband she is going off for the weekend with another man, but she wants her 

husband to give her money to pay for the trip.  Will he do it?  God says those type of prayers are not going to be 

answered.  It is very simple and plain.   

 

The reason some of our prayers are not answered is they are lustful, worldly, and ungodly.  The motivation behind 

them is simply that the one praying might have more, do more and enjoy more.  This is asking “amiss,” or “all 

wrong,” and it produces spiritual adulterers and adulteresses. People who pray like this are not interested in the glory 

of God. You may pray for personal needs, but you may not pray for sinful, selfish desires and expect to have your 

prayers answered.   

 

This is a true story taken word for word from an email I received from a lady who divorced her husband - “Ya know, 

something I wish and pray for is for me to be scripturally divorced and to have both my boys with me. I would love 

to be in love and be with a man who loves me and treats me good.”   
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My reply to her was – “It sounds like you want your husband to commit adultery and give you a way out.  If you 

pray for a scriptural divorce then you are praying for your husband to sin, and I don’t think that is the will of God.  

He won’t answer a prayer like that.”  She left her husband for another man and hasn’t spoken to me since. 

 

Most of us are all too familiar with the phrase “dropped call.” It’s the common term for a wireless phone 

transmission that ends abruptly, often while the caller is traveling between towers. It’s odd to be talking away on the 

phone only to realize that no one is listening on the other end. 

 

In a way, the same thing can happen in prayer. The old book The Kneeling Christian says: “No sin is too small to 

hinder prayer, and perhaps to turn the very prayer itself into sin.” 

 

You cannot pray acceptably if you are trying to hide some secret sin in your life (Psalm 90:8 – “You spread out our 

sins before you—our secret sins—and you see them all”).   

 

God will not hear our prayers when we knowingly, willfully harbor sin in our lives, when we have sin we won’t repent 

of.  Psalm 66:18 – “If I had not confessed the sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” 

 

There must be repentance.  There must be forsaking of that sin. We must be separated from the world. The only way 

you’re going to approach God boldly is to know that you’re righteous and in right standing with Him. You have to 

know in your heart that your sins are forgiven.   

 

1 John 1:8-10: “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we 

confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. If we 

claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts.” 

 

Is there some unrepented sin in your life? Then get rid of it.  The sin must go if we are to plead with God.   

 

Another reason why are prayers are unacceptable to God; sometimes ineffective, powerless, and sometimes even 

prayerless (hard to sustain), is because we rush without thinking and without preparation into the presence of God, 

without realizing and acknowledging the majesty and glory of the God Whom we are approaching.   

 

We must learn to think magnificently of God.  Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 6:9 – “In this manner, 

therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.” 

 

When we pray, we need to magnify the Lord like Mary did - Luke 1:46-47: “And Mary said: My soul magnifies the 

Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.”   

 

When we pray, we need to bless the Lord like the Psalmist did:  Psalm 103:1 - “Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all 

that is within me, bless His holy name.” 

 

Psalm 104:1 - “Bless the Lord, O my soul!  O Lord my God, You are very great: You are clothed with honor 

and majesty.”  

 

Prayer is simply “the turning of the soul to God.”  David describes it as the lifting up of the soul to the living God 

(Psalm 25:1 – “To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul”).  

 

Real prayer at its highest and best reveals a soul that is thirsty for God, just for God alone.  Real prayer comes from 

the lips of those whose affection is set on things above.   

 

Psalm 27:8 – “When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, Lord, I will seek.” 
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Psalm 42:1-2: “As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God.”  My soul thirsts for 

God, for the living God.  When shall I come and appear before God?”   

 

Psalm 63:1 - “O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You, my flesh longs for You 

in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.”   

 

Psalm 73:25-26: “Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You. My 

flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”   

 

Psalm 84:1-2: “How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even faints For the courts 

of the Lord; My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.”   

 

Hebrews 4:14-16: “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the 

Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne 

of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

 

Notice that God doesn’t say, “Come to Me with a weak, defeated, pitiful attitude.” He doesn’t say, “Come to Me 

thinking about all your failures and how unworthy you are.”  

 

No, God says, come to Me with boldness. Come to Me with your head held high, knowing that I’m a good God! He 

says, “Come to Me knowing that you are the apple of My eye, and I want to be good to you and to help you.”   

 

Believing prayer from a wholly-cleansed heart never fails to receive an answer, which is always what is best for the 

person praying.  We have God’s word on it! 


