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The blessing of undeniable prayer! 

 

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit collectively are the greatest personality in the universe – “Almighty God.”  If 

there is anything (our most desperate need) we need to do as Christians, it is to learn how to pray to this Almighty 

God.  The Christian who can pray can do anything.  Why?  Because prayer can do anything that God can do, and God 

can do anything.   

 

There isn’t a failure in our lives that isn’t prayer failure.  We don’t have a sin in our lives that prayer couldn’t have 

prevented.  We don’t have a genuine need that fervent, believing prayer offered in the name of Jesus cannot meet.  We 

can be sure of this – the secret of all failure is our failure in secret prayer! 

 

In James 4:1-10, we are given seven principles of “denial-proof” prayer.  Last week we examined the first two: 1) 

The Problem of Unoffered Prayer; 2) The Problem of Unacceptable Prayer.   

 

James teaches us that the first of two main reasons our prayers are denied is - we don’t pray!  We are told in 1 

Thessalonians 5:17 – “Never stop praying.” However, many preachers, Christians, whole churches today are failing 

at prayer because we simply do not pray!  We may have “token ritual” prayers but not “agonized” prayers.  The 

average prayer time for Christians is 5-7 minutes every day! 

 

God wants us to pray and has told us to pray (Luke 11:9-10: “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 

and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened”). 

 

God is willing to listen and answer: 1 Peter 3:12 – “The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and his 

ears are open to their prayers. But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil.” 

 

Psalm 6:9 – “The Lord has heard my plea; the Lord will answer my prayer.”   

 

Proverbs 15:29 – “The Lord is far from the wicked, but He hears the prayer of the righteous.” 

 

James 5:16 – “…The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results.” 

 

God is all powerful and able to respond to our requests (Ephesians 3:20 – “Now all glory to God, who is able, 

through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think”).  

 

One of the major reasons our prayers are not answered is that because to some, prayer is only for emergencies!  

Danger threatens, sickness comes, we don’t have the things we need, difficulties arise – then we pray.  “God, just get 

me out of this mess…”   

 

The second of two main reasons God does not answer our prayers is because our prayers are unacceptable, we ask for 

the wrong reasons, we ask when we are not in a right relationship with God, when we have sin we won’t/don’t 

confess! 

 

God will not hear our prayers when we knowingly, willfully harbor sin in our lives, when we have sin we won’t repent 

of.  Psalm 66:18 – “If I had not confessed the sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” 

 

The vast majority of Christians would say “Prayer is asking things from God.”  But prayer is much more than merely 

“getting God to run our errands for us.”   
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“Praying in the name of Jesus” is first and foremost worship, it is communion with God, talking with (not only to) 

God.  We get to know people by talking with them.  We get to know God in this manner.  The highest result of prayer 

is not deliverance from evil, or to ask and receive something we want or need – the highest result of prayer is 

“knowing God.”   

 

John 17:3 - “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 

have sent.” 

 

Today we will study the last five principles of “Undeniable Prayer” and learn how we can pray prayers that will not 

be denied?   

 

a) Sensitivity to the Spirit 
 

James 4:5 – “What do you think the Scriptures mean when they say that the spirit God has placed within us is 

filled with envy?” 

 

Do you know what God demands of us before we pray?  Our whole heart!  The Holy Spirit who lives in you is saying 

right now, “Give your entire devotion to Jesus Christ.”  The Holy Spirit is jealous for the cause of Christ.   

 

Some people don’t understand it when the Bible teaches that God is a jealous God.  They think that jealousy is always 

bad.  But sometimes jealousy is good.  God is jealous for the devotion of our hearts – and that’s good (Exodus 20:2-

5: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  You shall 

have no other gods before Me, you shall not make for yourself a carved image, any likeness of anything that is 

in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down 

to them nor serve them.  For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God…”).   

 

God doesn’t want just a place or prominence in our lives, He wants preeminence (Colossians 1:18 – “And He is 

the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may 

have the preeminence”). God must be first in our lives! 

 

Do you want to get your prayers answered?  Then be sensitive to the Spirit.  Allow yourself to be led by the Spirit, 

listen to what He is saying, then do what He says:  Galatians 5:16-17: “So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your 

lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves. The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just 

the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful 

nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good 

intentions.” 

 

b) Submission to the Father 

 

James 4:6-7: “But he gives us even more grace to stand against such evil desires. As the Scriptures say, “God 

opposes the proud but favors the humble.”
 
So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 

from you.” 

 

Do you know why our prayers are not answered sometimes?  Because instead of saying “Not my will but thine be 

done,” we say, “Not Thy will, but mine be done.”  Prayer is not talking God into doing what He doesn’t want to do.   

 

You will never do that.  Prayer is not bending God’s will to fit your will.  Prayer is finding the will of God and getting 

into it. 
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Understand that God’s Word is His will. That’s why it’s so important to make His Word the number one priority in 

our lives. When you keep God’s promises in your heart and mind, it changes and shapes your character. It makes your 

thoughts and desires line up with God’s thoughts and desires. And when you are praying according to God’s will, you 

can have the confidence to receive what you’ve asked. 

 

Are you submitted to the will of God?  If so, you have the promise of 1 John 5:14-15: “This is the confidence we 

have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He 

hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have what we asked of Him.” 

 

1 John 3:22 - “And we will receive from Him whatever we ask because we obey Him and do the things that 

please Him.” 

 

Many people today wonder if God hears their prayers. They aren’t certain if He will answer. But the scripture 

promises that when we obey God’s commands, when we live a life that is pleasing to Him, we can be sure that we will 

receive what we ask. 

 

Our problem is that we are so unbroken, so haughty, so arrogant, we come strutting into the presence of God.  No 

wonder He doesn’t answer our prayers.  Unless we are submitted to God, and unless we love to do God’s will more 

than anything else, we are wasting our time when we pray.  Prayer is not for rebels.  But when we take seriously the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ, then our prayers are going to be answered. 

 

c) Standing against the devil 

 

James 4:7 - “…Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 

 

To most of us, the idea of the devil fleeing from us is ridiculous.  We think the best we might do is get the devil to 

leave us alone, and then not for very long.  We must understand that when we pray, we enter into warfare with the 

devil.  Prayer is war!   

 

Ephesians 6:13 – “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil 

day, and having done all, to stand.”   

 

Ephesians 6:18 – “Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your 

prayers for all believers everywhere.” 

 

We have a real and sinister enemy, one who hates us.  It’s not because we are so important in our own right that the 

devil hates us.  The devil’s real worry is with God.  The wicked know that if they cannot hurt a person, they can hurt 

someone that person loves and they have hurt him.   

 

That is the reason the devil goes to war against you.  He’s trying to hurt God by hurting you.  But God intends to win 

this war.  And do you know how?  Through the prayers of His people!  Isn’t that something?   

 

Our omnipotent God in a very real way has limited Himself to our prayers.  God moves when we pray, and prayer is 

warfare. 

 

The devil understands this.  He mocks our plans, ideas, dreams, he laughs at our organization, he sneers at our 

buildings.  But the devil pays attention to our prayers.  He will do anything to keep us from praying.   
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He will encourage us to go to church on Sunday morning if it will keep us from praying.  He will even encourage us to 

read the Bible if it will keep you from praying.  There is no substitute for prayer, and he knows it.  The devil doesn’t 

care what I preach, what I do, or what I say.   

 

He says, “Go ahead and have your church, your singing, build your buildings, have your congregation.  Go ahead 

and preach as long as you leave out the power of almighty God that comes with earnest, persistent, powerful 

prayer which will not take no for an answer.” 

 

One of the reasons we don’t pray like we should is because we allow the devil to persuade us to neglect prayer. There 

is no doubt whatsoever that the devil dreads and opposes our prayers, and does all he can to prevent the prayer of 

faith, or at the very least, disrupt them! 

 

Do you ever pray and find yourself confused with your thoughts wandering from here to there? The devil works 

overtime to make it hard for us to concentrate our thoughts upon God.  One of Satan’s chief aims is to make prayer 

impossible.   

 

Once we are sensitive to the Spirit and submitted to the Father, then and then alone are we ready to stand against the 

devil.  Until then, you might as well try throwing snowballs at the gates of Hell.  Before you resist the devil, you had 

better submit to God or you are going to be in a heap of trouble. 

 

d) Separation from the world 
 

James 4:8 – “Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your 

hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world.” 

 

James is talking about the principle of separation from the world, which flows out of the first three principles.  We 

may as well not try to be separated from the world until we resist the devil.  We may as well not try to resist the devil 

until we submit to God. 

   

And we may as well not try to submit to God until we are sensitive to the Spirit.  The issue is not that if you just clean 

up your life, God will accept you.  You can’t clean up your life until you come to God and repudiate the devil.  We 

cannot come to God in prayer with dirty hands, divided hearts, and double minds.  We cannot come to God facing 

both ways at once.  God didn’t save us and bathe this world with His blood to have us serve the devil. 

 

There must be repentance.  There must be forsaking of that sin. We must be separated from the world. Is there some 

unrepented sin in your life? Then get rid of it.  Wash your hands, purify your hearts.   

 

James 1:21 – “So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in 

your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls.” 

 

e) Seriousness and soberness of purpose 
 

James 4:9-10: “Let there be tears for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be 

sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you 

up in honor.” 

 

One more reason our prayers are not answered is because they are not fervent.  They are giddy, silly, half-hearted, 

easily uttered, soon forgotten. It is time to get serious about praying.   

 

We need to learn to weep before the Lord.  King Hezekiah was about to die.  He turned his face to God and prayed 

and God said, “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears…” (Isaiah 38:5).   
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We have plenty of organizers, but not too many agonizers.  When was the last time you shed a tear over some life 

that was lost to the devil.  When was the last time you missed a meal to pray?  When was the last time you spent a 

sleepless night in prayer?  When was the last time you prayed and said, “God, I will not let you go until you bless 

me.”   

 

Jesus wept over Jerusalem: Matthew 23:37 - “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 

God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks 

beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me.”   

 

I don’t believe we could keep back the tears if we truly realized the terrible condition of men:  

 

Jeremiah 9:1-2: “If only my head were a pool of water and my eyes a fountain of tears, I would weep day and 

night for all my people who have been slaughtered. Oh, that I could go away and forget my people and live in a 

travelers’ shack in the desert. For they are all adulterers—a pack of treacherous liars.” 

 

Daniel was a man who communicated with heaven. He prayed fervently, consistently, and for the will of God. He 

knew nothing of praying only before meals, at bedtime, and when he really needed God’s help. On the contrary, day in 

and day out, and often multiple times a day, this man came before God to discover His will and obey Him in 

everything: 

 

Daniel 6:10 – “…He prayed three times a day, just as he had always done, giving thanks to his God.”  

 

What is the status of your prayer life? If you desire to actively communicate with heaven and see your prayer life 

come alive, study Daniel’s example, set your face toward God every day, and pray continuously with all your might. 

Daniel 9:3 - “So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and fasting…” 

 

God invites us to come to Him. In fact, the Bible says He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. But notice, 

we can’t just come to Him any old way. He wants us to come to Him with a heart of gratitude and thanksgiving.  

 

Begin by simply saying, “Father in heaven, thank You for the privilege to come before You. Thank You for 

hearing my prayers.”  

 

Philippians 4:6 – “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and 

thank him for all he has done.”  

 

As you come to Him with an open and humble heart, He will hear you and answer you and fill you with His peace and 

joy all the days of your life. Jeremiah 29:13 – “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with 

all your heart.”   

 

If there is anything God despises, it is half-hearted religion, half-hearted praying. May God forgive our weak, easy, 

lazy, take-it-or-leave-it, dead prayers!  


