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The Message of the Cross

Hetty Green was known as “America's Greatest Miser.” She died in 1916, and left an estate worth over $100
million.  Yet, it is said that she ate oatmeal cold, because it cost to heat it; her son's leg was amputated, because she
delayed too long looking for a free clinic.  Sounds crazy, doesn't it?  For someone who had such great assets, to go
through life miserable, living the life of a pauper, when great wealth was at her disposal. But the same could be said
of many Christians today.

In Christ Jesus, we have countless spiritual blessings (Ephesians 1:3 – “All praise to God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united
with Christ”).

However, many of these wonderful blessings go unused and are unappreciated by many.  When this happens, it
results in some Christians living what Thoreau would call “lives of quiet desperation.”

These are Christians who are unsure of their salvation, not knowing whether God loves them and not believing that
He wants to save them, they are afraid, frustrated with their lives, living with a dread that doesn’t seem to go away.
Because they have been listening to the message the devil preaches, they take the attitude of “woe is me, I’m done
for, I’ve had it, I’m through, there’s no way God could ever love me or forgive me.”

They need to hear the message of the cross (1 Corinthians 1:18 – “The message of the cross is foolish to those who
are headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God”).

I. Our problem

Romans 6:23 - “For the wages of sin is death…” Simply defined, the word ‘death’ means ‘separation.’ Physical
death is the separation of body and spirit (James 2:26), but spiritual death is far worse than physical death - it is the
separation of a human being from God. Isaiah 59:2 - “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and
your sins have hidden His face from you.”

Romans 8:2 – “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.”

What is this law of sin and death? Sin leads to death! James 1:15 – “…when desire has conceived, it gives birth to
sin, and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death.”

And God cannot violate His law.  He cannot ignore our sinfulness and save us anyway.  He can’t pretend we didn’t
sin just because He loves us and wants us in heaven with Him.

Sin violates God’s law and brings about the penalty of death - with absolutely no exceptions.  His law applies to every
sinner, regardless of the sin.  That really puts us in a bind with God, because if there is one thing the Bible makes
perfectly clear, it’s that: Ecclesiastes 7:20 – “For there is not a just man on earth who does good and does not
sin.” Romans 3:10 - “…there is none righteous, no, not, one.” Romans 3:23 - “…all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God.”

From Adam to Moses to David to Peter to Paul to every one of us, all have sinned (Psalm 143:2 – “…For in Your
sight no one living is righteous”).
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II. God’s solution to our problem

Paul said in Romans 7:15 – “I don’t really understand myself, for I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it.
Instead, I do what I hate.” Romans 7:24 - “Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life
that is dominated by sin and death?”

Paul is asking the question that many are asking today - “Is there any way out?”  “Is there any hope at all?” He
answered his own question in Romans 7:25 – “I thank God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!”

The fact, reality, and enormity of sin must be dealt with. Since we can’t deal with it ourselves, God dealt with our sin
problem for us on the cross.  On the cross, God suffered as man, for man, and with man as He poured out His wrath
on sin.

On the cross, Christ responded to the problem of universal sin with a universal sacrifice. This is Christ's work for you.
2 Corinthians 5:21 – “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could
be made right with God through Christ.”

On the cross is where, for a few hours, Jesus took on all of the sins that had ever been committed or would ever be
committed by every man and woman who ever lived. He “became guilty” of our sins, and for a few hours suffered
the same separation from God that sin will cause many people to suffer in hell. Jesus solved our big problem through
His death, burial, and resurrection!

1 Corinthians 15:3-4: “I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me.
Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the
third day, just as the Scriptures said.”

Hebrews  9:26 - “…But now, once for all time, he has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by his own
death as a sacrifice.”

1 Peter 2:24 - “He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for
what is right. By his wounds you are healed.”

Through Jesus’ death on the cross and the blood He shed, we can now have our sins washed away:

John 1:29 – “…“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

Hebrews 7:27 – “Unlike those other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices every day. They did this
for their own sins first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus did this once for all when he offered
himself as the sacrifice for the people’s sins.”

Hebrews 9:28 – “…so also Christ died once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He
will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for him.”

Ephesians 1:7 – “He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son
and forgave our sins.”

Revelation 1:5 – “…Jesus…who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood.”
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Jesus not only took our place on the cross; He takes His place in our hearts. This is Christ's work in us: Galatians
2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”

Romans 8:11 – “The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ
Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.”

If Christ is in us, and we are in Him, then we will not be condemned: Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no
condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the
Spirit.”

What does that mean – it means that if we are in Christ, we are forgiven - completely!  There is not a little or some or
a lot of condemnation - there is no condemnation!

You may be thinking there is no way that God could ever love or forgive you – “I’ve sinned too much, I’ve gone too
far, there is no hope…” That simply isn’t true.  Jesus died for us while we were sinners.

He knew the mistakes we would make before we were born, and He died for us anyway.  If you were the only person
on earth, He would have died for you anyway. Romans 5:8 - “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Because of what Jesus did on the cross, we don’t have to live lives of quiet desperation; we can be at complete peace
with God and ourselves: Romans 5:1 – “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

III. The Price God Paid

Some people ask, “Why doesn’t God do something about sin?” Newsflash: He did.  All of God’s righteous hatred of
all the sins from all of human history was poured out on Christ as He hung there on that cross.  On Jesus, almighty
judgment fell that would have sunk this world to hell!

On the cross, Jesus’ body was being destroyed in the worst possible way, but that was a flea bite compared to what
was happening to his soul: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me? (Matthew 27:46).

When he cried out that his God had forsaken him, he was experiencing hell itself.

When Jesus was cut off from God, he went into the deepest pit and most powerful furnace, beyond all imagining. And
he did it voluntarily, for us. Jesus was willing to go all the way to the place of God-forsakenness (hell) to save us. His
death was equal to every person who ever lived spending an eternity in hell.

The cross was six hours of pain; six hours of loneliness; six hours of blood; six hours of hell!  Jesus paid hell that day
for six hours so we would not have to be forsaken by God for eternity.

The physical punishment of the cross would have been relentless - but it's the sense of psychological/spiritual torture
that must have been overwhelming. Judas had betrayed Him with a kiss; Peter had denied Him three times; all the
disciples had left Him and fled.  And in the darkest hour of the history of the world, God the Father struck His own
Son with our punishment.
Isaiah 53:4 - “And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins!”

He should have quit. He should have opened His mouth. He could have called 10,000 angels. He should have called
10,000 angels. No one would have blamed Him. But He didn't do that. Why?  Because He loves us!
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On the cross, a holy God poured out His wrath on His innocent Son so that we could be forgiven.  When Jesus said,
“It is finished,” God said “Paid in full.” Sin had been put away now.

But know this - one of two things will happen in our lives.  Either we allow Jesus to pay for our sins through His
sacrificial death on the cross, or we will pay for our sins by being in hell.  Sin brings death, for every sin, someone
must die.  The cross teaches us that through the sacrifice of Jesus, our sins are paid for.  Having paid the penalty
through Him, we no longer have any penalty to pay.

1 Peter 1:18-19: “For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from
your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. It was the precious blood of Christ, the
sinless, spotless Lamb of God.”

IV. Conclusion

On a human level, the Bible says there were a number of people involved in sentencing Jesus to die on the cross
(Judas – greed; priests – envy; Pilate – fear and cowardice).  However, our sins, disobedience and rebellion sent Jesus
to the cross as well. We are no less guilty than Judas, the high priest, or Pilate (Romans 4:25 – “He was handed over
to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God”).

The Romans put Jesus on that cross, the Jews put Jesus on that cross, you put Jesus on that cross, I put Jesus on that
cross.

Who crucified Jesus – we did!   Judas’ greed was ours; priests envy was ours; Pilates fear and cowardice was ours.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord – yes?

In Luke 15 Jesus told the story of the prodigal son to illustrate the Father’s great love for us.  And I’ve often
wondered, when He told this story, if He used His hands; opened up His arms as if to say, “Yes, you can come home,
because I love you and I am willing to forgive you!”

Whether He did that day or not, we don’t know.  But He did later.  Later He stretched His arms as far open as He
could, so far apart that they hurt.  And to prove that He loved us and that those arms would never close, he had them
nailed open.

If Jesus Himself were standing here holding out His arms with His nail printed hands - what would you say?  Could
you tell Him you’re not ready to give Him your life - could you say that you don’t think you need His love?

The last thing in the world we should do is walk out that door unprepared to meet God. The “message of the cross”
is a message of God’s love for sinful man. This message and the opportunity to come to Jesus are yours – will you
come…


