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The Little Foxes 

 

“Tornados and hurricanes get more news coverage, but in reality, termites do more damage.”  
 

We tend to underestimate the smaller things in life. A flea is very small but enough of them can kill the largest dog. 

The termite is a very small insect, but it can destroy a three story house if ignored. And a fox…Song of Solomon 2:15 

- “Catch us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines…”  
 

In the land of Palestine, little foxes (jackals) not more than 15 inches high, run in packs. Foxes have always had a 

reputation for being sly, cunning, artful, and crafty. Jesus said in Matthew 8:20 – “Foxes have holes…” Foxes don’t 

want to be seen, so they burrow themselves out of sight and only come out after sunset. This makes them hard to 

detect.  

 

But they are also destructive animals.  That is why the Jews didn’t like them. Foxes love to eat the tender grapes just 

before they get ripe. But they do not just eat the grapes, they tear the vines to pieces, ruining the harvest.  

 

“The little foxes that spoil the vines” is a metaphor for the little things in our lives that upset us and cause us to 

worry and experience anxiety.  Most of the time, we’re not dealing with some major crisis like losing a job, facing a 

life-threatening illness, or a relationship breaking up. The big things are rare. It’s the little inconveniences and 

interruptions and frustrations that get our emotions worked up and cause us to lose our joy and peace. 

 

These “foxes” also represent little sins that undermine all we do and all we believe.  These are the small sins that we 

often let live in our lives until it is too late.   

 

These “Little Foxes,” like termites, eat away at the very foundation of who we are and what we are all about. 

 

Often little things are not easily detected because we are looking for the big things. You may think that little things 

don’t matter that much, but it’s the little compromises we make with the world, our little indulgences of the flesh, our 

disobedience to God in little things that causes major spiritual problems and destroys our relationship with God! 

 

So this passage is a warning to you and me. It is the little things in life that tear us down, destroy our homes and 

marriages, hinder our prayer lives, stunt our spiritual growth, cause great stress, and stagnate and spiritually kill our 

church.  

 

Just like those vineyard owners, we as Christians have the continual task of ridding ourselves of the “Little Foxes” in 

our lives that will destroy our spiritual lives.   

 

I. Actions and attitudes 

 

Sinful actions.  1 Corinthians 5:6 – “…Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads through 

the whole batch of dough?” 

 

Foxes are small, but they can do great damage. In the same way, little sins do tremendous damage to our spiritual 

lives and if not dealt with, can cost us our souls in hell.  

 

Most of us are not guilty of big public sins, but all of us have little things that are working on us, gnawing at us. These 

little foxes will blind our souls and separate us from God if we don’t catch them and get rid of them. Unless we want 

these little sins to grow larger and larger until they get out of control, we have to nip them in the bud.  
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Laziness.  Proverbs 6:9-11: “But you, lazybones, how long will you sleep? When will you wake up? A little 

extra sleep, a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—then poverty will pounce on you like a 

bandit; scarcity will attack you like an armed robber.” 

 

Proverbs 24:30-35: “One day I walked by the field of an old lazybones, and then passed the vineyard of a lout; 

they were overgrown with weeds, thick with thistles, all the fences broken down. I took a long look and 

pondered what I saw; the fields preached me a sermon and I listened: “A nap here, a nap there, a day off here, 

a day off there, sit back, take it easy—do you know what comes next? Just this: You can look forward to a dirt-

poor life, with poverty as your permanent houseguest!” The Message 

 

Physical laziness will lead to poverty; spiritual laziness will lead to hell!  If you are too lazy to pray and read your 

Bible, to worship and serve God, you are in danger of a spiritual shipwreck.   

 

Hebrews 2:1-3: “We must give our full attention to what we were told, so that we won’t drift away. For the 

message God delivered through angels has always stood firm, and every violation of the law and every act of 

disobedience was punished. So what makes us think we can escape if we ignore this great salvation that was 

first announced by the Lord Jesus himself and then delivered to us by those who heard him speak?” 
 

Gossip.  1 Corinthians 13:6 – “Love…does not rejoice in iniquity…” When somebody sins, does wrong, you don’t 

rejoice, you weep.  The sin of the gossiper is that they rejoice in iniquity, they rejoice when somebody falls.  When 

they hear something bad, they can’t wait to tell it.   

 

Sin has to be dealt with, but before you talk about it, answer three questions – 1) Is it true?  2) Even if it’s true is it 

necessary to tell it?  3) If you must tell it, is it out of kindness and concern for the person?  True love does not 

rejoice in iniquity, it rejoices in the truth.  Romans 12:9 – “Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them…” 

 

If you really love people, you won’t gossip about them, because gossiping destroys relationships and causes division 

among brethren (talebearer, gossip, slanderer, whisperer).  Proverbs 11:13 – “A gossip betrays a confidence, but a 

trustworthy man keeps a secret.”  Proverbs 16:28 – “A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates 

close friends.”  Proverbs 26:20 – “Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down.”   

 

The Bible warns Christians to not associate with those who habitually gossip (Proverbs 20:19 – “A gossip betrays a 

confidence, so avoid a man who talks too much”).  

 

As a “little fox” gossip is a deadly sin – one of the worst things you could ever do.  The deadly sin of gossip destroys 

the lives of people who are gossiped about.  It can hurt them for life.  And it only takes a little gossip, words spoken 

behind someone’s back one time! If you are guilty of being a gossip, stop it! 

 

Our words.  James 3:5 – “In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny 

spark can set a great forest on fire.” 

 

One little word can discourage another person and possibly cause a soul to be lost for eternity. So guard your words! 

Ephesians 4:29 – “Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your 

words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.” 

 

Busyness. Another example of a little fox is anything that “distracts us” and keep us “too busy” to serve God.  We 

all live in a fast paced world that is filled with its daily pressures.  At times there aren’t enough hours in the day to get 

it all done. A distracted life too busy for God is not the kind of life God wants us to live.  Psalm 127:2 – “It is useless 

for you to work so hard from early morning until late at night, anxiously working for food to eat; for God gives 

rest to his loved ones.” 
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Here’s a little quiz to find out if you are too busy: 

 

 Are you always in a hurry? 

 Is your “to do list” always unrealistically long? 

 Do you use your off days to catch up with unfinished work? 

 Have you been told by more than one person you should slow down? 

 Do you feel guilty when you try to relax? 

 Do you have to get sick to take time off? 

 

Procrastination. “One of these days, I am going to get my act together, get back in church!” Procrastination, 

putting something off, is the devil’s sucker punch.  If Satan can get you to put something off for Jesus, he has won a 

victory in your life (No God, no heaven/no hell, no hurry).   2 Corinthians 6:2 – “For God says, “At just the right 

time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of 

salvation.” 

 

I Can’t.  When we say “I can’t do that,” we are really saying “I won’t do that.”  You ask someone to turn to Christ 

and they answer, “Preacher, I just can’t.”  What they are saying is “If I accept Christ, I would have to be honest, 

forgive others, quit lying, quit running around on my wife or my husband, give this up or that up and I just can’t 

do it – I won’t do it!”   

 

Our thoughts.  Another little fox that spoils our vines in a big way are the thoughts we let into our minds.  Now you 

may say “I can’t control my thoughts.  From time to time, bad thoughts slip into my mind, and there’s nothing I 

can do about it.”   
 

We all have thoughts we should not have (false things, dishonorable things, impure things, things that are unworthy a 

child of God).   

 

The question is not “Will we have them?” but “Will we dwell on them?” Richard Dacus once said, “Impure 

thoughts are like birds.  You can’t keep them from flying over your head, but you can keep them from building 

nests in your hair.”   
 

Paul tells us to dwell/fix our thoughts on good things, not bad things; on positive things, not negative things, on that 

which builds up, not that which tears down.  Philippians 4:8 – “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, 

whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, 

whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on 

these things.” 

 

Our eyes.  We must be careful of what we look at!  A young husband told how he had looked at pornographic 

pictures on the internet just once and not for long. He said, “Once I did that, I was attracted to that, and I did it 

again and eventually kept doing it.” Each time it became easier and easier – he lost his marriage and his home. 

Psalm 101:3 - “I will refuse to look at anything vile and vulgar…” Job 31:1 - “I made a covenant with my 

eyes not to look with lust at a young woman.” Matthew 5:27-28: “You have heard that it was said to those of 

old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’
 
But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

 

Remember, “What’s down in the well will come up in the bucket.”  What we see and think about will eventually 

show up in our actions! Mark 7:21-23: “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 

adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 

pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within and defile a man.” 
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II.  They run in packs 

 

Little foxes run in packs. Have you ever thought about the sins that are linked with other sins? Think of David when 

he took Bathsheba. He broke five of the Ten Commandments. The story started out with lust and ended in adultery. 

But it didn’t stop there. He stole. He coveted. He tried to cover up his sin.  

 

He committed murder. So often when a person cheats, he has to openly lie. And when you tell one lie… Friends, little 

foxes run in packs. 

 

III. Satan’s foxes in the church 

 

John 15:1-8: “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch of mine that 

doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. You have 

already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 

For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain 

in me.  “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much 

fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless 

branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. But if you remain in me and my 

words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! When you produce much 

fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.” 

 

A healthy vine is a growing vine that produces fruit, unless the little foxes get hold of it.  A healthy church is a 

growing church, unless Satan’s little foxes are allowed in to destroy it.  A healthy Christian is a fruitful Christian, 

unless Satan’s little foxes are allowed to destroy the fruit. 

 

The Bible tells us that when something is alive and growing, there will be dangers to that growth. In fact, one thing 

that proves that things are going well and headed in the right direction is that the little foxes show up.   

 

In the past year, we’ve experienced all kinds of good things because God has been working.  Things are going well, 

we’re in a growing church.  Positive things are happening. There are new people, new families, new growth, and a 

new attitude. God is doing great things. We can see the tender grapes appearing on the vine.  

 

We serve a loving God, who sends the growth. But we’re fighting a treacherous devil, who is determined to keep us 

from being fruitful. He’s sending out the foxes to hamper/stop the growth, to shut it down if he can. Make no 

mistake, the foxes will come. No - the little foxes are here now! 

 

It’s the little things that cause so much damage – it’s the little foxes that ruin the vineyard, it’s the little things that 

split churches. It’s the little squabbles among the members that prevent the church from getting anything done.  Pride, 

lack of love, lack of cooperation, causing discord, gossip, etc. 

 

It only takes a few foxes loose in the vineyard, and the harvest is destroyed. A year lost; efforts hindered, precious 

souls devoured and carried away forever. 

 

God’s got a harvest for us, but the devil is working overtime to halt it. When there is a wheat harvest, he sows tares.  

When the vines are alive with new grapes, he sends out foxes.  There are foxes loose and working in our church. We 

must not let the little foxes spoil the vines here in Hickory Ridge, we must catch the little foxes before they destroy 

the valuable harvest that God intends to bless us with, because they can ruin a vineyard, a church, a family, a life! 

 

We have to put up our defenses against these foxes – now!  To guard against the foxes, we must commit ourselves to 

prayer and the study and meditation of God’s word so that we can recognize the little foxes, the tactics of the devil, 

the fiery darts of the wicked one.   
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Ephesians 6:10-18: “A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor so 

that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh-and-

blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark 

world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will 

be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your 

ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace 

that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared.  In addition to all of these, hold up the 

shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 

persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.”
 

 

IV. Conclusion 

 

Are you allowing the little foxes to spoil your vines? Have you allowed “little foxes” to affect your love for the Lord? 

If so, make the decision today to “catch” those foxes before it’s too late! 

 

Friends, God refuses to compromise the spiritual purity of heaven.  So if you lead a godless life, you can expect a 

godless eternity. Spend a life telling God to leave you alone, and He will. He will grant you an existence “without 

God and without hope” (Ephesians 2:12).  
  

Life’s greatest calamity, from God’s perspective, is that people die in their sin. Forget earthquakes or economic 

depressions. The ultimate disaster is carrying your sins to your grave.  

 

1 Peter 3:18 – “Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring 

you safely home to God.” 


