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The language of heaven

Not a single one of us are going to make it through this life without somebody hurting us or hurting someone we love,
sometimes very badly (physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually).  All of us will be a victim at some time.

This side of heaven, it’s easy to be preoccupied with settling the score, of fighting back, of hurting those who have
hurt us, or, at the very least, withholding forgiveness out of spite to those who have wronged us. “It’s payback time.”
“I’m going to get even with them.” “I’m gonna get you back for messing with me.” “You’re gonna get what’s
coming to you.”  “I want revenge!”

Revenge is really saying to God – “God, I don’t trust you to deal with this situation, I think I can do your job better
than you can. This person wronged me, but I can’t turn it over to you because I don’t know what you are going to
do here.”

The problem is, when we get even with somebody, all we have done is come down to their level! Romans 12:19 –
“Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will
take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the Lord.”

If we allow ourselves to go down the pathway of rage and revenge and retaliation, if we refuse to forgive, several
things happen, and none of them are good.

I. We won’t be forgiven

The one thing you and I need most is not food, air, water, shelter, love, money, family, friendship, or a lifetime
companion.  While those things are wonderful things to have, our single greatest need is to be forgiven by God for
our sins.

The Bible is crystal clear on this point - “If God wasn’t willing to forgive sin, heaven would be empty.” Psalm 86:5
– “O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask for your help.” NLT

All of us have sinned!  So unless God forgives us, we will remain outcasts, lost forever! Forgiveness is only possible
through the power of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  Our sins are washed away by the blood of Jesus
when we obey the gospel.

But what if we refuse to forgive? Plain and simple, our sins will not be forgiven if we fail to forgive. There are no
loopholes, and there’s no wiggle room:

Matthew 6:14-15: “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you
refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

And there is no limit – Jesus says that forgiveness must become second nature to us – in our DNA! Jesus wants us to
be fluent in speaking forgiveness to one another, because forgiveness is the language of heaven!

Matthew 18:21-22: “Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins
against me? Seven times?” “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven!”

Luke 17:3-4: “If another believer sins, rebuke that person; then if there is repentance, forgive. Even if that
person wrongs you seven times a day and each time turns again and asks forgiveness, you must forgive.”
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What if God were to say to us what we say to other people – “I can’t forgive you for what you've done!” We must
understand - God will never say it is okay not to forgive!

II. We fail to show God’s love to a fallen world

In this fallen world, all of us have, or will soon experience, wrongdoing at the hands of others.  Some of these actions
are minor/petty; other actions are extremely serious and painful.

Maybe you were molested as a child, or were raped, or live with a verbally abusive spouse, or are haunted by the
mean-spirited words of a parent or a friend who betrayed you.

We cannot walk away from what’s been done to us.  At the same time, as crazy as it sounds, we’re commanded to
speak the language of heaven, to forgive as we have been forgiven – generously, fully, and freely.  That means we
must repeatedly forgive with no strings attached. Matthew 10:8 – “…Freely you have received, freely give…”

Forgiveness allows us to be a light in a dark world, pointing the way to Jesus by showing how we, as Christians, deal
with the hard knocks of life.

Matthew 5:14-16: “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights
a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in
the house. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your
heavenly Father.”

If people see us forgive those who hurt us, then they see the power of God’s love. When we forgive, we have the
opportunity to point people to the cross, the ultimate act of forgiveness!

Our response to others will either attract them to Jesus or give them yet another excuse to not follow Him.

Matthew 18:23-30: “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to bring his
accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from him. In the process, one of his debtors was
brought in who owed him millions of dollars. He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along
with his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. “But the man fell down before his
master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ Then his master was filled with pity
for him, and he released him and forgave his debt. “But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant
who owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. “His
fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he
pleaded. But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid
in full.”

“We are never more like Jesus than when we forgive – we are never more like the devil than when we don’t
forgive!”

III. We remain in jail

Every day we have the choice to forgive those who hurt us, or we can choose to wallow in a toxic brew of bitterness.
However, when you fail to forgive, you end up punishing yourself in the end. If we allow the root of bitterness and
unforgiveness to take hold in our lives, we are the ones who suffer.
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Matthew 18:31-35: “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the king
and told him everything that had happened. Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You
evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have mercy on
your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured
until he had paid his entire debt. “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your
brothers and sisters from your heart.”

“We will never have to forgive anybody else more than God has already forgiven us!”

You might say: “But I can’t forgive him/her!” The truth is that you won’t forgive him/her. We are able to forgive;
we choose not to forgive. All of us can forgive - not all of us will forgive.  Forgiveness must be given or else the
resentment and the bitterness in your heart will strangle and eventually destroy you!

“Bitterness is like drinking poison and waiting for the other person to die.”

“When you forgive a person who wronged you, you set a prisoner free, and then you discover that the prisoner you
set free is you.” Lewis Smedes ‘The Art of Forgiving’

That doesn’t mean we have to have a close personal relationship with the people who hurt us – some people have
serious unresolved issues - toxic personalities. The damaging things in their lives could spill over and hurt us.  But
that shouldn’t prevent us from wishing them God’s best, from a distance if necessary.

Regardless of the long-term relationship, we have an absolute responsibility to go to the person and at least apologize
if we have wronged someone, and forgive if someone has hurt us:

Matthew 5:23-24: “So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember
that someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that
person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.”

Matthew 18:15 – “If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense. If the other
person listens and confesses it, you have won that person back.”

“The secret to happiness is this - forgiveness. If you can forgive others you can be happy. If you can forgive
yourself, you can be free.”

“To forgive doesn’t mean what the other person did was right - it means that you aren’t going to let what the other
person did ruin your life, take your peace, and steal your joy!”

“Forgiveness doesn’t make the other person right, it makes you free.”

IV. We can become angry at God

Our inability to forgive others often has to do with our unwillingness to make peace with God over what has
happened.  It’s possible we’re mad at God for not preventing pain in the first place.

It’s God’s fault this happened, He let it happen! Sometimes we get mad at God for what happens in our lives. We
know that God can stop pain, but He often does not intervene. So we get filled with anger and disappointment when
He doesn’t show up at the last minute and answer our prayers and save the day!
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It’s tempting to think that God owes us an apology for all the pain we experience here on earth. We think that when
we get to heaven, we’re gonna have it out with Him, that we’ll march right up and say, “God, why did you let it
happen?”

I’ve got news for you – there is no apology coming! Just ask Job (Job 38-42).

Life can be downright brutal; sometimes our circumstances can be extremely painful. Job 14:1 – “How frail is
humanity! How short is life, how full of trouble!”

Pain and suffering and hardships and trials and tribulations are part of life. Sometimes that includes people hurting us,
sometimes very badly! God never promised to remove these things from us, or shield us from all pain and hurts. But
He did promise to go with us through them:

Isaiah 43:1-3: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine. When you
pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you
walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you. For I am the Lord your God,
The Holy One of Israel, your Savior…”

We are going to experience tough trials! It’s not a matter of “if,” it’s a matter of “when!”

Psalm 34:17-19: “The Lord hears his people when they call to him for help. He rescues them from all their
troubles. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits are crushed. The righteous
person faces many troubles, but the Lord comes to the rescue each time.”

Romans 5:3 – “We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us
develop endurance.”

Philippians 1:29 – “For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to
suffer for His sake…”

James 1:2-4: “Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an opportunity for great
joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when
your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.”

1 Peter 1:6-7: “So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for
a little while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—
though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials,
it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole
world.”

The greatest trial of all is forgiving another person who has hurt us, and letting God take care of it!

V. Conclusion

To love and forgive others as we have been forgiven by Jesus, we have to guard what we allow to take root in our
hearts. But if we open ourselves up to self-pity, anger, grudges, and unforgiveness, we give Satan an invitation into a
very expensive home – a home purchased by the blood of Jesus, and risk losing our souls!

Mark 11:25-26: “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your
Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in
heaven forgive your trespasses.”  NKJV
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When God forgives us, it is instant and total. Hebrews 8:12 – “And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will
never again remember their sins.”

Because we have been forgiven so much, we have an obligation to forgive others. Colossians 3:13 – “Make
allowance for each other’s faults (never hold grudges), and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the
Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.” NLT

“Every man should keep a fair-sized cemetery in which to bury the faults of his friends!” C.S. Lewis

Ephesians 4:31–32: “Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil
behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has
forgiven you.”

So what is the language of heaven?

“I forgive you!”

Now go and do likewise!


