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What If Jesus Had Never Been Born?

Luke 2:1-14: “And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be
registered, everyone to his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea,
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days
were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were in
the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly
afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which
will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And
this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

On Tuesday much of the world will recognize and celebrate this story that has been known as “Christmas” since the
middle of the fourth century. Now the Bible doesn’t tell us what day Jesus was actually born on, the focus is on His
life, death, burial and resurrection. Jesus said to commemorate his death, not his birthday. It is unlikely that Jesus was
actually born on this day.

For one, the shepherds would not have been watching their flocks in the fields during December in Judea/Israel when
it was cold/rainy/icy. It is also highly unlikely that a census would have been taken in the winter time when
temperatures often dropped below freezing and roads were in poor condition. In all probability, Jesus was born in
later summer/early fall.

History tells us that the date of December 25th was chosen by the church in the 4th century to replace a well-known
pagan festival with a Christian holy day (holiday). The first recorded celebration of Christmas was on December 25th,
336 AD.

Many Christmas traditions and stories have developed over the centuries that have influenced much of the world.
Today the spirit of Christmas embodies many wonderful qualities - love, sharing, hope, and peace. Even non-
Christian families gather together in love and give Christmas presents/gifts to one another. For many people,
“Christmas” is their favorite time of year!

Though a lot of the activities that surround Christmas have become highly commercialized, one thing has always
remained the same: “At Christmas, the name of Jesus takes center stage!”

Christmas carols and songs and Christmas cards herald the glad tidings of the baby born to be the Savior of mankind.
Countless millions of people, many who do not even believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, go around saying
these words: “Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!”

But as you know, there are those today who are trying to “de-Christianize” everything, including Christmas. We can
say Happy Hanukkah or Happy Kwanzaa, Happy Holidays, etc. But don’t say Merry Christmas because it may offend
someone.

The U.S. Navy cancelled Christmas in the Persian Gulf, the White House took the word “Christmas” off of the
official Christmas cards, people are being ordered to take down their nativity scenes and crosses in public places, etc.

This year, the New Jersey-based American Atheists put up a picture of Santa Claus above another image of Jesus
Christ with a sign that says - “Keep the Merry!” and “Dump the Myth!” To them, Jesus is the myth.
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Although some unbelievers like David Silverman, the president of the American Atheists, consider Jesus Christ a
myth and a menace to society and that all references to Christianity should be removed as soon as possible, I don’t
believe they have ever really considered how the birth of Jesus has affected our world!

Have you ever stopped to consider how different the world might be if Jesus had never been born? Today, I would
like to share six areas in which the world has forever been impacted and changed by Jesus Christ! Because Christ
lived, the world has attached a new value to:

I. The sanctity of human life

Genesis 1:27 – “So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male
and female he created them.”

God considers human life the most valuable thing in the world.  It is sacred to God – the entire Bible reflects His view
of life.  But when you get into areas where Christianity and the Bible are not the prominent religion and teaching,
human life is cheap.

In nonChristian cultures, women have and continue to be brutalized beyond belief. In most ancient cultures, the wife
was considered the property of her husband and not treated well!

The teachings of Jesus changed all of that. Charles Spurgeon told of a Hindu woman who said to a missionary,
“Surely your Bible was written by a woman.” “Why?” he asked. “Because it says so many kind things for women.”

Prior to the coming of Christ, abortion, the killing of infants, child sacrifice, and abandonment were common
practices. Over time the influence of Christianity brought an end to the practice of child-killing.

A 5th century monk named Telemachus is credited as being the pivotal force ending the bloody gladiator battles in
the coliseum.

Christians were the first people in history to oppose slavery systematically. Early Christians purchased slaves in the
markets simply to set them free. Christians like William Wilberforce were the primary force behind ending
international slave trade (two-thirds of the members of the American abolition society in 1835 were Christian
ministers).

Christian missionaries are credited with stopping cannibalism in many primitive societies.

Though not perfect, American culture has traditionally placed a high value on human life and human rights – a direct
result of the high value we placed on biblical education. The concept of universal human rights and equality comes
exclusively from the biblical idea that all people are created in the image of God. But had Christ never been born, it
would have been a far different story – remove the influence of Jesus Christ in the world and you will quickly see
how cheap human life becomes.

If Jesus had never been born, the world would be a much more primitive place where women would still be slaves of
free men, children would still be sacrificed to idols, and the concept of family love would be missing from society.
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II. Charity and compassion to those In need

Proverbs 14:21 – “…blessed are those who help the poor.”

Before Jesus came there was no organized charitable effort at large in the world. But the example and teachings of
Jesus in stories like the Good Samaritan has changed the way the world reacts to those in need, especially the poor,
the widowed, the orphaned, and those in need of medical care.

Hospitals as we know them began through the influence of Christianity. The Red Cross was started by an evangelical
Christian. Mother Theresa, the Salvation Army, religious hospitals, church benevolence, church supported soup
kitchens, etc., in every community do their work in the name of Jesus.

W.O. Sanders, a skeptic made this admission about the influence of Christianity. “I am tremendously impressed by
the power of your faith. I have seen drunkards and libertines and moral degenerates transfigured by it. I have seen
the sick, the aged, the friendless comforted and sustained, and I am impressed by your wonderful charities, your
asylums, your hospitals, your nurseries, your schools; I must shamefacedly admit that agnostics, as such have built
few hospitals and few homes for orphans.”

In reality they have built none! A world without Christ would be a world without charity.

III. Self-Government

In 1992, Governor Kirk Fordice of Mississippi, made the statement that America is a “Christian nation.”

The controversy was so intense that he later apologized and one newspaper summed it up by saying, “The label
“Christian Nation” has become fighting words!”

That’s pretty amazing when you consider that the United States was founded by Christians for a Christian purpose –
religious freedom.

The American patriot Patrick Henry, stated “It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation
was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; not on religions but on the gospel of Jesus Christ!”

When George Washington was inaugurated as the first President of the United States in 1789, in New York City, he
got down on his knees and kissed the Bible. Then he led the entire Senate and House of Representatives to a church
for a two hour worship service.

At least fifty of the fifty-six signers of the Declaration of Independence claimed to be Christians.

Abraham Lincoln said - “It is the duty of nations as well as men to owe their dependence upon the over-ruling
power of God…and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history,
that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord.”

The inscription on the Liberty Bell is from Leviticus 25:10 – “…Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all
the inhabitants thereof…”

Christianity is responsible for the way our society is organized and for the way we currently live – none of us today
would be what we are if Jesus had never been born!
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IV. Education for all

Deuteronomy 6:6-7: “And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving
you today. Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when
you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up.”

The phenomenon of education for the masses has its roots in the Protestant Reformation. In America, the first law to
require education was passed by the Puritans. For the first 200 years in America, children learned to read from the
Bible.

Today, virtually every school you see – public or private, religious or not – is a visible reminder of the religion of
Jesus Christ. The greatest universities worldwide were started by Christians for Christian purposes.

While many of them are hostile to the Christian faith today, it is a provable historical fact that Oxford, Cambridge,
and all but one of the first 123 colleges in colonial America were Christian institutions. Harvard was founded on this
statement: “Let every student be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to consider well, the main end of his life
and studies is, to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life, John 17:3.”

V. Arts and science

The Christian faith has influenced literature through such Christian writers such as Dante, Chaucer, Donne,
Dostoevsky, Shakespeare, Dickens, Milton, and scores more.

Had Jesus never been born, music would likely sound very different from what we’re used to. The cantata, the
concerto, or the symphony may have never been developed.
Handel, Vivaldi, and Bach were Christians who worked to honor God with their work. Bach, for example, signed all
his works with “Soli Deo Gloria” (Solely to the glory of God).

Art has also been magnificently impacted by Jesus. Classical Christian artists like Michelangelo used their art to
honor Jesus.

The Christian belief in a rational God who is the source of rational truth gave rise to the possibility of scientific laws.
Evidence for this view is that nearly all the founders of modern science were influenced by Christianity and/or
professed to be Christians. This includes men such as Keppler (physics and astronomy), Boyle (chemistry), Pascal
(mathematics and fluid mechanics), Pasteur (bacteriology), Newton (calculus), Joseph Lister (antiseptic surgery),
Michael Faraday (electromagnetics) and numerous others.

If Jesus had never been born, education and science would look very different and much more primitive - countless
benefits of science which we enjoy every day would likely not exist.

VI. The forgiveness of our sins

But worst of all, if Jesus had never been born, there would exist only one spiritual destination for our eternal souls - a
dark and tormenting place where we would be eternally separated from God.

1 Corinthians 15:16-20: “And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. And if
Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. In that case, all who
have died believing in Christ are lost! And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied
than anyone in the world. But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of
all who have died.”
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Jesus Christ entered our world as a man to live a perfect life, die a horrible death, and rise from the grave so that the
penalty for the world’s sins would be paid in full, and eternal life made available to anyone who will trust and obey
Him for salvation.

Matthew 1:21-23: “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins.” So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”

So the question I have for you is, has Jesus Christ entered into your world? If not, I can tell you that the darkness will
remain and your destiny is not a pleasant picture by any stretch of the imagination.

If He has, then how much have you let Him change your world? Jesus is the single most influential figure in all of
history, but is He the centerpiece of your soul?

VII. One Solitary Life

“He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another village, where He
worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty. Then for three years He was an itinerant preacher. He never wrote
a book. He never held an office. He never had a family or owned a home. He didn’t go to college. He never visited
a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the place where he was born. He did none of the things that
usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself.

He was only thirty-three when the tide of public opinion turned against Him. His friends ran away. One of them
denied Him. He was turned over to his enemies and went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross
between two thieves. While He was dying, His executioners gambled for His garments, the only property He had on
earth. When He was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. Twenty centuries have
come and gone, and today He is the central figure of the human race.

All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that have ever sat, all the kings
that have ever reigned, put together, have not have not affected the life of man on this earth as much as that one
solitary life.” [Attributed to James Allen Francis]

VIII. Conclusion

If Christ had not come life would be meaningless. If Christ had not come there would be no forgiveness for sin. If
Christ had not come there would be no hope of eternal life. Without Jesus, our world would be a different place
where few would want to live.

In other words, a world without the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus from the dead is a world that C.S.
Lewis described as “Always winter, but never Christmas.”

But Christ was born, and oh what a difference He has made. The world is different because Christ lived. Is the world
different because you are a Christian?


