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The Horrors of Hell

There are many people in our world today who reject the idea of a final judgment and eternal punishment in hell for
lost sinners. The thought that God will punish forever and ever those who have not obeyed Him in a place where the
pain and punishment will be unending is horrifying, but that is exactly what the Bible teaches.

However, in spite of what the Bible teaches, some people today to include many who claim to be Christians are
downright hostile to the very idea of hell.

Nothing is more characteristic of the modern mindset than this statement: “I can’t believe in a God who sends people
to suffer eternally. What kind of loving God is filled with wrath?”

The Bible is crystal clear - God is a God of love, mercy, kindness, and grace who wants to forgive us and save us!
Psalm 86:5 – “O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask for your
help.”

However, we must not overlook clear biblical teaching concerning the other side of God – He is also a God of wrath
and vengeance Who hates sin and wickedness, shows severity, and is a consuming fire.

His kindness and severity are seen in both the Old and New Testaments – the flood of Noah’s time, Nadab and Abihu,
Sodom and Gomorrah, Ananias and Sapphira, King Herod, etc. God struck these people dead for their wickedness and
wrongdoing.

Psalm 5:4 – “For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, nor shall evil dwell with You.”

Romans 11:22 – “Notice how God is both kind and severe. He is severe toward those who disobeyed, but kind
to you if you continue to trust in his kindness. But if you stop trusting, you also will be cut off.”

Hebrews 12:29 – “For our God is a consuming fire.”

Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

If we neglect the unpleasant doctrines of the Bible because people don’t like them, that will only bring disastrous
consequences into their lives. So when we preach about Jesus and the gospel, we must teach people the “Biblical
Truth” about the eternal consequences of their sin which leads to death, whether they want to hear it or not.

We must be able to say, like the apostle Paul said in Acts 20:27 – “I have told you everything God wants you to
know.”

God doesn’t change His message because people don’t like it, and neither can we!

Ezekiel 3:10-11: “Moreover, He said to me, “Son of man, take into your heart all My words which I will speak
to you and listen closely. Go to the exiles, to the sons of your people, and speak to them and tell them, whether
they listen or not, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’”
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I. The biblical doctrine of hell

Close your eyes and picture this in your mind? Coming from every direction are the sounds of a massive, roaring,
blazing fire, but you can’t see anything because it’s completely dark. All around you are the sounds of anguish, sounds
of untold billions of people screaming and crying out in pain, and wailing and gnashing their teeth - these people seem
to be in the process of being cut up into thousands of pieces. Where are they?  The place the Bible calls hell, the
burning lake of fire, where people will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  Hell is not a nightmare, a bad
dream, or fiction. Hell is just as real as heaven - heaven is good because God is there - hell is everything heaven is not
because God is not there!

Hell is where you will go if you are not prepared to meet God. The Bible describes hell as a place of great suffering,
intense agony and torment.  It is a terrible place of horror, pain, grief, punishment and tears.  It is an awful place of
choking, stinking sulfuric fumes; a burning, churning sea of fire where all you can hear are people screaming and
crying, because their bodies are rolling in flames of liquid fire.  Hell is a place where the soul will be violently
tormented, continually, ceaselessly, eternally! There is no laughter in hell - no peace, no hope, no rest, no sleep, no
pleasure, no comfort.  Only horrible agony, pain, thirst, torment, suffering and misery for all of eternity.

The greatest tragedy of our time is that most of the people who are alive right now will go to hell. Jesus said in
Matthew 7:13 - “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction,
and there are many who go in by it.” Yet, hell is probably the least discussed of all Bible subjects, mainly because
people don’t want to hear about it.

Jesus warned people over and over again what would happen to them if they were not ready on Judgment Day:
Matthew 25:31-33: “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will
sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the
goats on the left.”

At this time Jesus will have one of two things to say to us - Matthew 25:34 - “Come, you blessed of my Father,
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” But to the unrighteous He will say,
Matthew 25:41 - “Depart from me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.”

If you were to stand before Him right now, which of these would Jesus say to you?

Can you imagine for one second what it would feel like to have Jesus point His finger at you and say, “Depart from
me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire.” What is hell like?  What is the nature of hell?

 Hell is dark

Matthew 25:30 - “And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness.  There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth”

2 Peter 2:4 - “…God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment”

Jude 13 - “…wandering stars (apostates) for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever”
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Now, you probably think that where there is fire there must be some amount of light, but not in hell! Apparently the
fire of hell produces no light; it leaves men in total darkness. That’s why hell is not just a place of darkness. Hell is a
pit of darkness! It is a blackness of darkness! It is a place of outer darkness! Hell will be a place where there is no day.
In hell, it will be night forever.

Have you ever been in total darkness? Dark so thick you thought you could cut it with a knife? Remember how scared
you were? Do you remember hearing strange sounds in the night that caused you to be so afraid you couldn't breathe
or move? Did your heart beat go so fast you thought you were going to have a heart attack?  Just how dark is hell?

We get some idea of what God means from (Exodus 10:21-23: “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your
hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, darkness which may even be felt. So
Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days.
They did not see one another; nor did anyone rise from his place for three days…”).

Not only can you not see anything in hell, you can actually feel the darkness of hell!

 Hell is a place of fire, smoke and brimstone

Matthew 3:12 - “…He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Matthew 5:22 - “…But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.”

Matthew 13:41-42: “The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all
things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire…”

Matthew 25:41 - “…Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels.”

Jude 7 – “…Sodom and Gomorrah…are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire”

Revelation 14:11 – “And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or
night…”

Revelation 20:10 – “The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast
and the false prophet are…”

Revelation 21:8 – “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death.”

Here on earth fire will make ashes out of whatever it burns, and will burn out when it runs out of fuel; but not in hell.
There the fire burns, but it does not completely destroy the people and never will. They will always be burning and be
tormented, and it will never ever stop (Revelation 20:10 – “The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of
fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are.  And they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever”).

The region around the Dead Sea is loaded with sulphuric brimstone. Brimstone is a highly flammable substance.
Brimstone lets off nauseating and suffocating fumes. Think of inhaling these fumes forever – think of experiencing
nausea and suffocation for all eternity.
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 Hell is a place of pain

Matthew 10:28 – “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  But rather fear Him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

Matthew 13:41-42: “The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all
things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire.  There will
be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”

Luke 16:23-24: “And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus
in his bosom.  Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.”

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9: “…when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ.  These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power, when He comes, in that Day…”

The word “destroy” or “destruction” means “to utterly destroy, to ruin.” This word does not mean “extinction,”
but “a loss of all that gives value and worth to human existence – eternal misery!

In these physical bodies we have now, there is a limitation to the amount of pain and suffering we can endure. If pain
or suffering becomes too severe, we will either faint or die.  But the soul at death is free from all physical limitations,
it won’t die, so there will be no relief in hell for the pain we would feel. That’s why people in hell are always
screaming for mercy, begging for just one more chance – but there are no more chances, ever!

In Mark 9:47-48, Jesus used the Greek word, “gehenna,” to describe hell as a place where people would feel a
gnawing or cutting sensation because their souls (worm) would never die – “And if your eye causes you to sin,
pluck it out.  It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be
cast into hell fire – where ‘Their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.”

The word “gehenna” is a reference to the Valley of Hinnom (Son of Hinnom, Tophet, and Valley of Slaughter).
This is originally where the Jews sacrificed humans (their children), to the false idol named Molech (1 Kings 11:7)
during one of their periods of apostasy.  King Josiah turned it in to a place of abomination where dead bodies were
thrown and burned (2 Kings 23:13-14). After this practice was outlawed they brought their garbage here to be
burned. Jesus used this word as a symbol and a fitting description of the place of punishment for the wicked.

In other words, Jesus compared hell to a stinking garbage dump where the fires were always burning and where
maggots and other creatures lived in the garbage; eating, gnawing, devouring, but never running out of things to eat!
What do we put on a garbage dump?  Things we don’t want or need anymore. Hell is a human garbage dump!

 Who’s who in hell

In the Bible, all that is said about hell is dreadfully bad; nothing good is said. C.S. Lewis said “People who are in
hell want to be there…hell is locked from the inside!” Who would do that to themselves?

Psalm 9:17 - “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”
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Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heaven.  Many will say to Me that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name? And then I will declare to
them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”

Mark 11:25-26: “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your
Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in
heaven forgive your trespasses.”

Galatians 5:19-21: “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,
heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told
you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

Mark 16:16 - “…he who does not believe will be condemned.”

John 3:5 - “…unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

2 Thessalonians 1:7-8: “…when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Revelation 21:8 – “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death.”

Revelation 22:14-15: “Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of
life, and may enter through the gates into the city.  But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral
and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.”

Revelations 20:15 - “And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.”

II. Conclusion

A lot has been said about hell down through the years (to include jokes made) - some say there is no hell, hell is just
being dead, hell is here on earth. I've heard of some people who said that they “were going to hell, and looking
forward to it” because they were going to see all of their friends there – “I can make friends with anybody there.”
One said, “My friends and I are going to play cards there and have a good time.”

What a deceived individual. You may hear them moaning and groaning, but hell is a deep, black, burning caldron
from which you will never see your former friends and loved ones again.  Hell is a place of total isolation that is so
dark, even the light from the flames won't light the place up.

People who go to hell will spend eternity alone in a fiery lake of darkness. There will be no Visiting Rights in Hell
and no conjugal privileges.

According to the Bible, people who go to hell will be utterly without hope! There will be tremendous suffering and
torment in the flame.  There will be nobody to show sympathy, lend a helping hand or give you a shoulder to cry on.
There will be no hope of ever getting out.



6

There will be no chance for pardon or parole; no chance that God will change His mind; no chance to ever escape, and
no end to the hideous torture of worms and flames. There will be no peace of mind for those in hell – “There is no
peace,” says my God, “for the wicked” (Isaiah 57:21). The only thing people in hell have to look forward to is
more of the same.

Please don't be deceived into thinking that you have plenty of time to be a Christian later in your life.  You have no
guarantee that you will live to see the sun come up tomorrow.  You may die tonight - if you do it will be too late to
repent and ask God's forgiveness.

Please do not gamble with your soul.  Eternity is at stake! You cannot put repentance off until later; friends, you don’t
want to die an unforgiven sinner. To make it worse, if you do go to hell because you lived and died a sinner, you will
probably take someone with you - spouse, children, friends, etc.  Is that what you want for yourself or your family?
That’s what will happen if you are not prepared to meet God.

Hell will be an awful place filled with people who will say for all of eternity - “I don’t want to be here, I wish I
would have listened, I wish I could have just one more chance.”

“People on earth don’t like to hear that they need to repent, people in hell wish they could hear it one more time!”

What God says about hell should be enough to convince us that we do not want to go there. The truth is no one has to
go to hell. Where you spend eternity is a choice you get to make. 100 years from now the only thing that will matter is
the choice you make today between life and death.

Many people are going through their life completely unaware of what they are risking and the danger they are in.
What about you? 1 Peter 4:7 – “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your
prayers.”


