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The Goodness and Severity of God 

 

Romans 11:22 - “Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward 

you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.” 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10-11: “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 

the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. Knowing, therefore, the 

terror of the Lord, we persuade men…” 

 

I believe that there is something wrong somewhere with our idea of what really matters.  People all around us are 

rejecting God and doing things that are destroying their lives and their souls. I’m continually amazed at the fact that 

a change in the weather has more effect on some people’s lives than the idea that they might go to hell.   

 

Maybe preachers haven’t done their job - maybe people haven’t listened to the message of about how serious it will be 

to pass into the presence of God and be judged. Jesus Himself said that most people will not be in heaven and that 

might include someone in this room.  It’s a sobering thought to think that somebody in this room may be in hell, isn’t 

it?   

 

We have degenerated into a decadent culture obsessed with selfishness and sin, drunkenness and drugs, death and 

destruction, gambling and greed, idolatry and immorality, and this attitude is taking a terrible toll on humanity. These 

things are destroying lives and families. 

 

The world says sin is harmless - God says “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Because of their sins, the 

lives of many people are out of control, they are living desperate lives full of despair and tragedy.   

 

God wants us to understand that if we do not repent of our willful, deliberate sin, it will result in the destruction of our 

minds, bodies and souls. If we don’t deal with our sin, bitterness will fill our heart, doubt will cloud our judgment, 

and terror will consume our soul.  These are natural results of living the sinful life.   

 

Most people are living without Jesus, without whom there is no hope. Yet few ever seem to want to do anything about 

it! 

 

Part of the problem is that most people have a misconception of God because they overestimate the love of God, His 

goodness, and His mercy.  The Bible teaches us that “God is Love,” and that we can always count on God’s love. We 

tend to emphasize His kind and merciful side in our preaching and thinking.   

 

The Apostle Paul wanted us to understand Ephesians 3:18-19: “…what is the width and length and depth and 

height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge…”  

 

Romans 8:38-39: “And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 

powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, 

nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” 

 

But some people think that because God is a good and loving God, He is going to overlook our indifference and wink 

at our sin (nah, you don’t have anything to worry about) and save us anyway, in spite of our disobedience.  Nothing 

could be further from the truth! 
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If you are one of these people, then you are relying too much on that one attribute and characteristic of God: Psalm 

103:17-18: “But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His 

righteousness to children’s children, to such as keep His covenant, and to those who remember His 

commandments to do them.”   

 

Psalm 5:4-6: “O God, you take no pleasure in wickedness; you cannot tolerate the sins of the wicked. 

Therefore, the proud may not stand in your presence, for you hate all who do evil. You will destroy those who 

tell lies. The Lord detests murderers and deceivers.” 

 

Friends, any character that can love can also hate.  Any character that can show mercy can also show vengeance, 

wrath and anger.  While you are relying on God’s goodness, mercy and love, don’t forget that God hates some 

things, that He can get angry, that He can get provoked. We see this both in nature and in the Bible. 

 

I.  The Book of Nature 

 

Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” In nature we see the heavenly bodies, the 

blue sky (oxygen), the mountains, the grass, the flowers, the animals.  Under the earth we find an unlimited supply of 

minerals that may be used for the benefit of mankind.  We don’t have to drive two miles until we find fields growing 

crops for food and clothing. This is truly a wonderful world we live in, and God has truly blessed us with all that we 

see (Pictures of God’s blessings). 

 

But also in nature we see the evidence of the wrath of God all around us – hurricanes/typhoons, volcanoes, 

earthquakes, tornados, floods, ice storms (fires, sandstorms, mud slides, famine, drought, diseases, etc).  (Pictures of 

natural disasters). 

 

Hurricane Katrina: which hit our southern coastline in August of 2005, caused $150 billion worth of damages, 

killed 1200 people, injured many thousands, and flooded 80% of New Orleans, causing a forced evacuation of a major 

city.  Most roads and buildings were wrecked. 

 

The initial tidal wave from Hurricane Katrina was approximately 35 to 40 feet high. When it slammed into the beach 

front communities of Bay Saint Louis and Waveland, Mississippi it completely destroyed 99% of every structure 

along the beach for 9 miles and over a mile inland.  

 

Mount St Helens: was the deadliest and most economically destructive volcanic event in the history of the United 

States.  It erupted on May 18, 1980 with a force five hundred times greater than the nuclear bomb that leveled 

Hiroshima.  Millions of tons of rock disintegrated and disappeared into a plume/cloud that reached more than 80,000 

feet into the atmosphere, and deposited ash in 11 states. 

 

Shock waves, traveling faster than the speed of sound, flattened everything for 150 square miles.  A wall of mud and 

ash fifty feet high flowed down the mountainside. This volcano reduced 230 square miles of forest to a wasteland, 

killed 57 people, thousands of animals, and destroyed 250 homes, 47 bridges, 15 miles of railway, and 185 miles of 

highway.   

 

And there is a much bigger super volcano under Yellowstone National Park that makes Mt St Helen’s look like a little 

baby! 

 

Earthquakes: The “1811-1812 New Madrid Earthquakes” remain the most powerful earthquakes to ever hit the 

eastern United States in recorded history. This series of earthquakes destroyed homes, created Reel foot Lake, and 

created temporary waterfalls on the Mississippi River. Some sections of the Mississippi River appeared to run 

backward for a short time.  
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Residents as far away as Pittsburgh and Virginia felt the shock waves.  Church bells were reported to ring as far away 

as Boston and Toronto, and sidewalks were reported to have been cracked and broken in Washington D.C.  There 

were also reports of toppled chimneys in Maine.  Eyewitness accounts described it as horrible and terrifying.   

 

FEMA recently warned that a serious earthquake in the New Madrid Seismic Zone could result in the highest 

economic losses ever due to a natural disaster in the United States, and cause widespread and catastrophic damage 

across several states. An 8.0 earthquake would destroy 60% of Memphis alone.   

 

The 9.0 earthquake that hit the Tohoku region of northern Japan on March 11, 2011, triggered extremely destructive 

tsunami waves that caused 15,844 confirmed deaths, injured 6,147 more, with 2,636 people missing across twenty 

prefectures, as well as over 1,148,067 buildings damaged or destroyed to include three nuclear power plant 

meltdowns. The overall cost exceeded $235 billion, making it the most expensive natural disaster in recorded world 

history.
 
The earthquake moved Honshu 8 feet east and shifted the Earth on its axis by estimates of between 4 to 10 

inches. 

 

Hickory Ridge Tornado: During the tornado of March 1, 1997, the church building was destroyed. In addition, 78 

homes were damaged (20 destroyed); 40 buildings were totally destroyed or heavily damaged to include the Rice 

Dryer ($2 Million in damages), and the elementary school. Some of you lost your homes! 

 

Joplin tornado:  The storms that hit America in April/May of 2011 produced over 250 tornadoes, the deadliest 

tornado outbreak since 1925, and caused an estimated $5 billion dollars in damage and killed at least 383 people. The 

May 22, 2011 Joplin tornado was a devastating EF-5 multi-vex tornado that reached a maximum width of one mile.  It 

ranks as one of Missouri’s and America’s deadliest tornadoes and one of the costliest at $2.2 billion. With a death toll 

of 158 people, it was the deadliest tornado to hit the United States since 1947.  It is the seventh-deadliest single 

tornado in U.S. History, and 27
th

 deadliest in World History. 

 

The Mississippi River Floods of 2011: The same storm system that produced the Joplin tornado, plus three more 

storm systems that occurred immediately afterward from April 14 – April 28, also produced large amounts of double 

digit rainfall which resulted in deadly flash floods. The unprecedented rainfall from these four storms, combined with 

springtime snow melt from the Upper Midwest, created the perfect situation for a 500-year flood along the Mississippi 

- one of the most damaging in the last century. The Mississippi River overflowed six times the normal capacity. 

 

These floods cost $2.8 billion in damage to 119 counties along the river. More than 21,000 homes and businesses and 

1.2 million acres of agricultural land were flooded, and 13% of the petroleum refinery output was disrupted, causing 

higher gas prices. On May 14, the Morganza Spillway was opened, deliberately flooding approximately 3,000 square 

miles (nearly 2 million acres) of rural Louisiana to save most of Baton Rouge and New Orleans from 30 feet of water!
 

 

Ice Storms: The “January 2009 Ice Storm” produced widespread power outages for over 2 million people due to 

heavy ice accumulation. This ice storm killed 65 people nation-wide, 35 in Kentucky. The financial toll from the 

January ice storm in north Arkansas is estimated at $500 million, with most of the cost for restoring electric utilities, 

power lines and utility poles. The electric companies restored enough line to stretch from here to Los Angeles – in 27 

days! 

 

According to the Book of Revelation, God used natural calamities to try and get the attention of the Roman Empire 

– these natural calamities affected the earth, the sea, land waters, and the atmosphere. During the reign of Marcus 

Aurelius (161-180 AD), the last good emperor of Rome, a number of natural catastrophes struck Rome.  Floods of the 

Tiber River, famine, and plague led to considerable loss of population. In 166-167 AD, the plague was so bad that 

whole areas of Italy were nearly depopulated. God used these natural disasters (warning judgments) to try and bring 

men to repentance before it was too late, and to teach us the far reaching effects of sin.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morganza_Spillway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baton_Rouge,_Louisiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans,_Louisiana
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These were referred to as the “Trumpet Judgments” in Revelation 8-11 – only warnings where a portion was 

destroyed or killed, but not everybody or everything!  In addition to the natural disasters, the trumpet judgments also 

included internal/moral corruption and invasions of external enemies! 

 

God was trying to get them to repent of their sins and turn to Him. But they never slowed down; they kept right on 

deliberately sinning. They wouldn’t listen, so God systematically destroyed them for defying Him, but not until He 

sent warning after warning to try and bring sinners to their senses!  

 

God’s judgment does not happen suddenly, but gradually. It does not happen without plenty of warnings.  God did the 

same thing to Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome. 

 

I believe He is doing the same thing to America and our world today!  God is calling America to repent – right now! 

And I believe that we aren’t listening any more than the Romans did! 

 

Revelation 9:20-21: “But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works 

of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone and wood, which can 

neither see nor hear nor walk.  And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual 

immorality or their thefts.” 

 

Look around! The evidences are everywhere that God, in His wrath, is allowing sinful nature to run its course. 

Humanity is in trouble! We are not listening to God, and because we haven’t listened, I believe we are at the edge of a 

coming judgment! We cannot continue down the path we are on without eventually facing God’s judgment.  

 

Without question, we are seeing God’s flashing lights – “Danger Ahead.” The signs are everywhere!  There have 

been more natural disasters in America in the past 30 years than in all of America’s history combined.  However, in all 

of these disasters, very few lives have been lost. That’s because these are God’s loving warnings to us!  Corruption is 

at an all-time high, and we have even been invaded by external enemies! We certainly have enemies who want to 

invade us now! 

 

Right now, God is still warning us, but He won’t warn forever – at some point He could completely judge and destroy 

us like He did to many other nations who defied Him, or Jesus could come back! So far the Lord has delayed His 

coming, because He does not want people to perish, He wants them to repent. However, at some point, the Lord’s 

patience will run out, and the day of the Lord (Judgment Day) will come. Then those who ignored His warnings will 

feel the full force of His wrath.   

 

II. The Book of the Bible 

 

In the Bible we definitely learn about the goodness of God.  How He made man from the dust of the ground into His 

own image;   how He has blessed and cared for man ever since, down through about 60 centuries of time!   

 

It was all because of God’s wonderful goodness.  But the greatest exhibition of the love of God was His willingness to 

send His only Son to be the sacrifice of the world:  

 

Romans 5:8 – “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.”   

 

Ephesians 1:7 – “He is so rich in kindness and grace that He purchased our freedom with the blood of His Son 

and forgave our sins.” 
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But we also learn about the terror or severity of God in almost every book. Genesis 6:5-7: “Then the Lord saw that 

the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually. And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  So 

the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, 

creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.”   

 

In the Book of Exodus, Pharaoh and Egypt were devastated by the ten plagues. In Joshua 7, Achan was stoned to 

death for taking some money and clothes after God had said not to.  In Leviticus 10, Nadab and Abihu offered up the 

strange fire for the sacrifice and were struck dead. In 2 Samuel 6, the Israelites, who carried the ark into battle with 

the Philistines, met with defeat, and the Philistines carried the ark away.  As a result, the wrath of God fell on them, 

until they put it in a cart and sent it back. When David and the people went to get it, they decided to use the cart idea 

to transport the ark.   

 

When the oxen stumbled and the ark shook, Uzzah put his hand out to make sure it didn’t fall, and the Bible says that 

he was struck dead by God.  Why?   

 

In Numbers 4, God had given them instruction on how to carry the holy articles, including the ark.  The Levites were 

to carry it on poles. After a period of time, David followed God’s instructions, and the ark was safely moved. In Acts 

5, Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead for lying to God. 

 

Jude 7 – “And don’t forget Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, which were filled with 

immorality and every kind of sexual perversion. Those cities were destroyed by fire and serve as a warning of 

the eternal fire of God’s judgment.” 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

We need to understand that it is very dangerous to stray from the Bible and God.  

 

Isaiah 1:18-20: “Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord, ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If you are willing and 

obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword’ 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”   

 

John 3:36 – “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see 

life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  

 

Colossians 3:5-6: “Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 

passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming 

upon the sons of disobedience.”   

 

Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”   

 

1 Peter 4:17-19: “For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us 

first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now, ‘If the righteous one is scarcely 

saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 

 

2 Peter 3:10-11: “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away 

with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will 

be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in 

holy conduct and godliness…” 
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One day soon, God will judge the world.  When that day comes, what will happen to those who refused to obey God?  

They will be thrown into a boiling lake of liquid fire and be destroyed forever: 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9: “…when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire 

taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 

of His power…” 

 

Revelation 20:15 – “And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

 

Revelation 21:8 – “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 

second death.” 

 

Revelation 14:11 – “And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or 

night…”  

 

Pictures of sulfur pits in Yellowstone! 

 

We all have a choice to make: Joshua 24:15 – “And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves 

this day whom you will serve…” 

 

Our prayer before it is too late should be: Luke 18:13 - “…O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.” 


