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The Final Judgment

The great statesman Daniel Webster was once asked to share the most significant thought he had ever had. He replied,
“The most important thought that ever occupied my mind was that of my individual responsibility to God.” All of
us are responsible to God; all of us will face the Lord in judgment.  Today, I want to share with you the five facts you
need to know about Judgment Day so that you can be prepared for what’s coming!

Fact 1:  There will be a Day of Judgment

Revelation 20:12 – “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by
the things which were written in the books.”

The first fact you need to know about the judgment is that there will be a judgment day, a last day, a grand finale to
this life.  This is an idea that we have lost in much of our preaching.  Life on this earth is hurtling toward that
climactic event.  The history of the world will come down to that one moment.

Acts 17:31 - “…He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom
He has ordained….”

Matthew 25:31-33: “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will
sit on the throne of His glory.  All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.  And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the
goats on the left…”

Fact 2: Jesus will be your judge

Revelation 20:11 – “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.”

The throne is called white because it is holy. It is called great because it is above every other throne. But the question
is, “Who is the One Who sits upon this great white throne?”

Romans 14:10 – “…For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”

2 Corinthians 5:10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the
things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

John 5:22 – “For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son.”

Jesus, the Son of God, will be your judge. Once a judge saw a young man drowning in a lake, he saved him and
told him if he could ever do anything for him, give him a call.  Years later the young man appeared before the judge in
court facing criminal charges - he recognized the judge and said “Hey judge, remember me? I’m the one you saved
from drowning.  You said if I ever needed anything to call you - well, I really do need your help right now.” The
judge looked at him and said, “Son, that day I was your savior, today I am your judge.”

Today, Jesus wants to be your savior - tomorrow He will be your judge - today is the day of salvation, tomorrow may
be too late.
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Fact 3: You will be there

Revelation 20:12: “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God…” Revelation 20:13: “The sea
gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them…”

There are no absentees and there are no exemptions, presidents and paupers all will be there, regardless of what
happened to their body, the souls of all men and women will be present at the last day.  Through the history of the
world, death has claimed the bodies of men while Hades has claimed their souls.

But God can and will raise all the dead, regardless of where or how they died. No one escapes the judgment. Romans
14:12 – “So each of us will have to answer to God.” NLT

John 5:28-29: “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His
voice and come forth – those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to
the resurrection of condemnation.”

Fact 4:  You will be judged according to your deeds

Revelation 20:12-13: “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by
the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades
delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.”

God says our judgment will be based on what is written in the books. These will include the Bible: John 12:48 –
“There is a judge for those who refuse to believe in me and do not accept my words. The word I have taught
will be their judge on the last day.” NCV

But it will also include a record of what we have done. For the unrighteous, these books will contain all of the
unrighteousness/sin they ever committed, to include the opportunities they had to obey God and how they refused.

Numbers 32:23 – “…be sure your sin will find you out.”

1 Chronicles 28:9 – “…for the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts…”

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14: “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man (man’s all).
For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.”

Matthew 10:26 – “For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.”

Matthew 12:36 – “But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the
Day of Judgment.”

1 Corinthians 4:5 – “…For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives.” NLT

Hebrews 4:13 – “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes,
and he is the one to whom we are accountable.” NLT

James 4:17 – “Anyone who knows the right thing to do, but does not do it, is sinning.” NCV
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Just what do these passages teach us? If we are lost, then our thoughts, words, motives, and actions will be judged.
How we feel, what we condone, what we did wrong and what we didn’t do right. They teach us that God never
ignores sin, ever. Not individually, not nationally. Everything we do is important - every thought, word, and action can
have eternal consequences.

For those who are lost, a word of warning: Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God.”

But for those who are saved, there is good news.  The good news is that if we have been washed in the blood of the
Lamb, then no sin will be charged against us, because Jesus took those sins on Himself (Romans 8:1 – “There is
therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit”).

God has promised to forget and not bring up the sins of true, faithful, Christians who are forgiven and washed in the
blood of Jesus. Hebrews 8:12 – “And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again remember their
sins.”

It has been said that the Day of Judgment for Christians was the day Christ died on the cross.  In other words, the cross
is the judgment of God upon Christians! Calvary is our damnation – the punishment for our sins:

1 Peter 2:24 – “He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for
what is right. By his wounds you are healed.” NLT

2 Corinthians 5:21 – “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could
be made right with God through Christ.” NLT

The Bible teaches us that through the sacrifice of Jesus, our sins are paid for.  Having paid the penalty through Him,
we no longer have any penalty to pay. So because of what Jesus did for us on the cross, the Day of Judgment won’t be
a day of reckoning for Christians, it will be a day when Jesus says “Well done,” when we receive the rewards He has
for us: Revelation 22:12 - “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work.”

Fact 5:  You will be welcomed into heaven or you will be sent to hell

Revelation 20:14-15: “Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And
anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.”

The Book of Life is a list of those who are saved, the faithful of God (Philippians 3:20 - For our citizenship is in
heaven…”).

The only people who can enter heaven are those whose names are written in the Book of Life: Revelation 21:27 –
“Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry and dishonesty—but only
those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” NLT

Point to a book like it is the Book of Life – ask “If we were to open and read the list, would your name be found?”
You must understand that you only get one shot at this life – there will be no sudden death overtime, no extra innings,
and no tie breaker shots.
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God does not desire that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as
some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants
everyone to repent” NLT). He has done His part, but men choose to ignore Him and in so doing assume full
responsibility for the consequence of their failure.

Now is the time that we need to soberly face the issue that Jesus is not playing games with us. God wants our first
fruits, our best.  But if we have thrown Him the leftovers or scraps of our lives and believe He is somehow indebted
to save us, Judgment Day will hold some surprises.  If we treat Jesus as though He did not matter, there will be no
hope!

1 Peter 4:17-18: “For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household. And if
judgment begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed God’s Good News? And also,
“If the righteous are barely saved, what will happen to godless sinners?” NLT

It is time to take God and the coming judgment very seriously!

I. Judgment Day Excuses

There are a lot of reasons and excuses why people put off their salvation and don’t obey the Lord so they can be
saved:

“I don’t understand the Bible well enough; I’m not good enough; I am good enough just the way I am; I’m too
old; It’s too late for me; I’ve tried before and failed; There are too many hypocrites at the church” (I’d rather be in
church with a hypocrite than in hell with one).

“I will someday, but right now I’m too busy - I’m young and have plenty of time!” Proverbs 27:1 says, “Do not
boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.”

James 4:14 – “For what is your life?  It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.”

On “…the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6), there will be many excuses made by these same people who realize
their names are not in the Book of Life.  Let’s consider some:

“But Lord, I was just doing what other folks were doing.” Just because a lot of people are doing something does
not mean it is right in God’s sight! Matthew 7:13-14: “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow
gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to
life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.” NLT

“But, Lord, I was always so busy with work and everything that I didn’t have time for church!” A more truthful
statement would be that this person didn’t make time.  Jesus warned us in Mark 4:19 – “…all too quickly the
message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit
is produced.” NLT

“Lord, I am sorry for the way that I lived.  If I had a chance to do it again, I would do better.” The Bible
describes hell as a horrible place of darkness, fire, smoke, brimstone, pain and suffering!  Hell is a terrible place of
eternal punishment that is so bad, people there will be screaming and crying and weeping and gnashing their teeth for
all eternity, begging for just one more chance – but there are no more chances, ever! Are you getting the point – do
you understand what’s at stake?
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Our life on this earth is a one shot deal, we only get just one time around.  Either we prepare for the final judgment
now, or we will be condemned to hell for all eternity!

Nobody gets a second chance: Hebrews 9:27 - “We die only once, and then we are judged.” CEV

“But Lord, I was a good person, what about all of the good that I have done!” This sounds like Matthew 7:21-
22: “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who
actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We
prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.”
NLT

But what will Jesus say: Matthew 7:23 - “But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break
God’s laws.” NLT

What were their shortcomings?  They failed to do God’s will concerning their salvation. The Lord wants us to be
zealous in doing good works, but all the good works in the world cannot cover a single sin! Only the blood of Jesus
can wash our sins away! Explain:

Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”

John 8:24 – “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins, for if you do not believe that I am He, you
will die in your sins.”

Romans 10:9-10: “…that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

Luke 13:3,5 – “…unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”

Acts 3:19 – “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord.”

Acts 17:30-31: “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to
repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom
He has ordained…”

Matthew 28:18-20: “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

Mark 16:15-16: “…Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

Acts 2:38 - “Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 22:16 – “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the
name of the Lord.”
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Romans 6:3-4: “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

Galatians 3:27 – “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

Revelation 1:5 – “…and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over
the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood…”

Revelation 2:10 – “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

Jesus clearly taught us that our actions in the here and now will affect our future forever!  He taught us that God is
keeping track of everything we do, whether it is for Him or against Him!  Look at your life today as though it were
finished. Imagine what would be made public in the judgment if you were to die right now.

If you do not like what you see, then start rewriting the record of your life by coming to Jesus!  Quit making excuses,
face your condition and do something about it.  Now is not the time to ignore God or to drag your feet!

“No time”

I knelt to pray but not for long, I had too much to do.
I had to hurry and get to work for bills would soon be due.
So I knelt and said a hurried prayer, and jumped up off my knees.
My Christian duty was now done my soul could rest at ease.
All day long I had no time to spread a word of cheer.
No time to speak of Christ to friends, they’d laugh at me I'd fear.
No time, no time, too much to do, that was my constant cry,
No time to give to souls in need but at last the time, the time to die.
I went before the Lord, I came, I stood with downcast eyes.
For in his hands God held a book; it was the Book of Life.
God looked into His book and said “Your name I cannot find.
I once was going to write it down, but never found the time!”

Years ago a popular slogan encouraged people to live each day as “the first day of the rest of your life.” Actually it
would be wiser to live each day as if it were the last day of your life.  Matthew Henry said, “It ought to be the
business of every day to prepare for our final day.”

My friends, are you ready for that day to come?

2 Thessalonians 1:7-10: “And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the
Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, bringing judgment on
those who don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus. They will be
punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious power. When he
comes on that day, he will receive glory from his holy people—praise from all who believe. And this includes
you, for you believed what we told you about him.”


