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The Fate of the Unprepared

In Bible times, weddings were a time of happiness and festivity, the big village social event. Everyone
got involved - friends, families, and neighbors.

There were three elements in a Jewish marriage of that time. First was the engagement. The people to
be married would become engaged long before the actual wedding. The fathers who were giving their
children in marriage made an official contract with each other.

Second was the betrothal. This was an official ceremony. The couple would come together before
friends and family to make binding vows. They were then considered officially married. If the betrothal
was broken, the couple was considered divorced. If the husband died during the betrothal, the wife was
considered a widow - even though the marriage had not been physically consummated. The betrothal
period gave the young man up to a year to get ready for the responsibility of having a wife, to include a
place to live and a means of support.

Betrothals were binding. After the betrothal ceremony, a man didn’t have to worry about getting
everything prepared for his bride only to have her say, “I don't know how to tell you this, but I've found
someone else.” Neither did the woman!

Third was the wedding. The wedding celebration started when the bridegroom came to the bride’s
house with his groomsmen to take his bride to their new home. The bride and all the bridesmaids would
be there waiting for him. Then they would all go through the village at night with lit torches in a
celebration of singing, talking, and joy. Then the wedding party would go to the couple’s house, where
the celebration would continue for as long as seven days.

At the end of the celebration, a friend of the bridegroom would take the hand of the bride, place it in the
hand of the bridegroom, and everyone would leave. Then the couple would physically consummate their
marriage.

Matthew 25:1 - “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps
and went out to meet the bridegroom.”

This parable describes what the “kingdom of heaven” (church) will be like at the time of the second
coming. The ten virgins represent Christians and those who claim to be Christians.

The bridesmaids are called “virgins,” which refers to an unmarried girl who is a virgin. Often the
bridesmaids were young girls who were sisters, cousins, or intimate friends of the bride. To be a
bridesmaid was considered a great honor. Bridesmaids today carry flowers to show they are part of a
wedding party, in those days they carried torches. All ten bridesmaids had a torch.

The Greek word translated “lamps” actually means “torches.” These torches were long wooden poles
that had some kind of wire mesh attached to the end, filled with cloth soaked in oil and then lit. When
people used those torches, they carried a little flask of oil with them so they could keep the torch lit as
long as necessary.
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On the surface the ten bridesmaids were indistinguishable. Yet they were not alike (Matthew 25:2 -
“Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish”).

Five of them were wise (thoughtful, sensible, prudent) – they represent all of the saved Christians in the
world; however, five of them were very foolish (moron, stupid) – they represent the lost.

Jesus repeatedly warns us that there will be churches everywhere filled with people just like these five
foolish virgins who are not saved and not ready for His return, and that when He comes, it will be too
late to prepare!

In the “Parable of the wheat/tares,” He says the two groups would look so much alike that we may not
be able to tell them apart, but God knows who are His and who are not.  The separation of the two will
have to take place when the Lord returns. Christ is warning us to not to be like the unprepared virgins.

Matthew 25:3-4: “Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise
took oil in their vessels with their lamps.”

The foolish had no oil, so they were not prepared when the bridegroom came. The oil represents
salvation. In every church there are those who look like the real thing, but their hearts are unprepared.
They have deceived themselves by thinking that everything is OK just because they go to church and are
involved in some church activities.

The oil in this parable is reminiscent of the wedding garment in Matthew 22:11. A king found a guest at
his son’s wedding without a wedding garment, and kicked him out. The man was unprepared to enter
God's kingdom; he had not prepared his heart, so he was lost!

Paul told Timothy that in the latter days, there would be people who have a form of godliness, but
without power (2 Timothy 3:5 – “They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could
make them godly. Stay away from people like that”). The foolish virgins were like that. They were
committed to Christ intellectually, socially, and religiously.

However, they had no spiritual life, their faith was dead (James 2:17); on the outside they were
beautiful, but on the inside they were full of dead men’s bones and they were lost.

Matthew 25:5-6: “But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. “And at
midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’”

The arrival of the bridegroom in this parable represents the second coming of Christ, which will happen
at an unexpected time (1 Thessalonians 5:1-6: “But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren,
you have no need that I should write to you. For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so comes as a thief in the night. For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden
destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.
But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. You are all
sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us not
sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober”).
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Matthew 25:7 – “Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.”

They probably had to get the cloth at the end of the torch ready to receive the oil. Those who had oil with
them poured it on the cloth and lit their torches.

Those who didn’t have oil now realized they were unprepared. But they didn't anticipate the bridegroom
would come when it was too late to buy any oil. They were unprepared. If Jesus comes today, are you
prepared?

The apostle Paul challenges us to make sure we are saved: 2 Corinthians 13:5 - “Examine yourselves
as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ
is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.”

What did the foolish virgins do when they realized they had no oil? Matthew 25:8-9: “And the foolish
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered,
saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and
buy for yourselves.’”

The five foolish virgins ask the five wise virgins to share their oil, but their request was denied. It wasn’t
that the wise virgins didn’t care; it was because there would not be enough oil for all ten lamps. Better to
have a torchlight parade with five working lamps than with ten non-functioning, lightless, lamps.

The foolish virgins could have gotten oil, but not at midnight. They had the opportunity, but they slept it
away. They weren’t allowed to be a part of the wedding ceremony without a lit torch.

Jesus’ point is clear – on Judgment Day, we will not be allowed into heaven without a saving faith that
obeys, and no one can help you. All the saints in heaven and the believers on earth could weep on your
behalf but that won’t save you. Salvation is non-transferable. An unbeliever cannot ask a believer for
salvation. Every person is accountable to make his own life right before God. No one can give you
salvation.

You have to go to God on your own. The lost will not enter heaven based on the salvation others have
received. Unless you have personally obeyed the gospel and are daily walking with the Lord, you are not
prepared for Christ’s return.

Matthew 25:10-12: “And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready
went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. “Afterward the other virgins came also,
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know
you.’”

While the foolish virgins went to get oil, the bridegroom came, and they that were ready went in with
him to the marriage; and the door was shut. Imagine the sheer terror of those who will face God
someday and realize they have been caught unprepared. They will feel the same way the evil people of
Noah’s day did when the floodwaters began to rise and they couldn’t get into the ark. The door was
shut, the rains came, and men beat upon that door until their fists were bloody. But no one entered after
the door was closed. In this parable, no one entered after the gates were closed.
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For us, our death or the second coming of Jesus will close the door, and there will be no more
opportunities!  People may knock on the door of the kingdom all they want, but the door will remain
shut. Even though God is a loving God, there comes a time when it is too late to benefit from His grace.

Let me ask a question here – “If you knew that today was your last day on earth, what would you do?
If you died today, what would happen to your soul?”

Matthew 25:13 – “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of
Man is coming.”

Luke 13:23-28: “Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” He said to
them, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to
enter and will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will
stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ But he will answer, ‘I don't know
you or where you come from.’ “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in
our streets.’ “But he will reply, ‘I don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you
evildoers!’ “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.”

My friends, the only way you can make sure you are ready for the Lord’s return is to be ready every day.
You never know when you might die, and we don’t know when Jesus is coming back. Paul describes the
end with the words, “In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet” (1 Corinthians
15:52). So be ready now. Even if you're a little too late, you will be too late forever.

Luke 21:34-36: “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by
the worries of this life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware, like a trap. For that day will come
upon everyone living on the earth. Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong
enough to escape these coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.”

Romans 13:11-12: “This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out.
Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is almost gone;
the day of salvation will soon be here…”

My friends, there is a “point of no return” that we cannot go beyond if we want to be saved. For some,
this “point of no return” is death (Hebrews 9:27). For others (for those who are alive), it will be the
second coming of Christ (2 Thessalonians 2:8-12). The five foolish virgins reached that point of no
return, and when the groom came, they were not given time to get prepared. They had their opportunity,
and they lost it. Did they not know they weren’t ready? The answer is no! They did not know they
would be condemned! They slept because they felt they were prepared – they were sadly and eternally
mistaken.

Jesus is warning us in this parable that there will be a number of people who look like Christians, who
associate with Christians, and who even think they are Christians, who will be shocked to learn that they
are not saved at the return of our Lord.
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Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in
Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who
practice lawlessness!"

Don’t be deceived into thinking that you will always have plenty of time later. You are making a very
dangerous assumption if you think that you will have other opportunities. When Jesus comes, it will be
without warning, and at a time we don’t expect Him:

Matthew 24:42-44: “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But
know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would
have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

When Jesus comes back, our fate is sealed - there will be no more opportunity to change our minds.
Judgment Day cannot be prepared for after Jesus comes back. We must prepare now through gospel
obedience and continual confession of sin and faithful living.

The foolish virgins sat outside the gate in darkness, hearing the music and the laughter, smelling the
good food, and cursing their own stupidity by thinking they could make preparations after the groom
appeared. Do not make their mistake. The parable was told to encourage you to stop acting foolishly and
obey the gospel repent/confess your sins. Opportunity may knock more than once, but at some point it
knocks for the last time.  We cannot put off our salvation another day!

If you know that you aren’t ready, what are you waiting on?

Joel 2:12-13: “That is why the Lord says, “Turn to me now, while there is time. Give me your
hearts. Come with fasting, weeping, and mourning. Don’t tear your clothing in your grief, but tear
your hearts instead.” Return to the Lord your God, for he is merciful and compassionate, slow to
get angry and filled with unfailing love. He is eager to relent and not punish.”


