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The Day of the Lord 

 

In the garden of a monastery near Cluny, France, there is a sundial with these words: “Of all these hours, fear only 

one.” The one hour which should cause fear in man is the “Day of the Lord.” Peter describes it in 2 Peter 3 and 

answers three questions about that great day. 

 

I. Will Christ come again 

 

2 Peter 3:3-4: “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after 

their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming?” NASB 

 

In 2 Peter 3, Peter was confronting those who were calling the second coming a hoax, a flat out “lie.” They had 

decided there was no valid reason to believe God’s promises, so they were scoffing/mocking what Christians believe: 

2 Peter 3:4 – “For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” 

NASB 

 

These scoffers were saying that everything had continued as usual from creation to that time - morning followed 

night, night followed day, summer followed spring. Nothing extraordinary had happened since Christ ascended to 

heaven; therefore, nothing extraordinary was likely to happen. They were saying, “Christ has delayed His return so 

long that He is not coming at all!”  

 

In Peter’s day, Christ had delayed His return for about thirty years. It has now been two thousand years. People 

continue to scoff/mock about the second coming of Christ today! 

 

An older couple in St. Louis reacted this way: “Do you honestly expect us to believe that the world is going to ‘blow 

apart?’ You are naive to think that one morning you’ll hear some ‘trumpet-playing angel’ announcing the Lord’s 

return. You may want to live in such a fairy tale world, but don’t try to get us to believe that nonsense! We are 

logical and rational thinking people who have approached what you’re saying with calm reason. Our conclusions 

are that the earth will last forever!”  
 

Peter said that scoffers’ are deliberately ignoring some basic historical facts - like the flood: 

 

2 Peter 3:5-6: “For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed 

long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was 

destroyed, being flooded with water.” NASB 

 

The people in Noah’s day lived in a world which had continued without change. You can imagine how they scoffed 

when Noah told them that their world would be destroyed!  They were wrong!  Peter’s point - it happened once before 

- it can happen again!  But this time it won’t be by water, it will be by fire!  

 

2 Peter 3:7 – “But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of 

Judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” NASB 

 

The scoffers also ignore the eternal nature of God:  2 Peter 3:8 – “But do not let this one fact escape your notice, 

beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.” NASB 

 

Peter says that God is not bound by time as man figures time. God dwells in eternity. To Him the past is as the 

present, and the future is as the past: Psalm 90:4 – “For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it 

passes by, or as a watch in the night.” NASB 
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Thousands of years may pass on earth, but their passing only appears as a day or a watch in the night to Almighty 

God. 

 

To those who lived in Peter’s day, the thirty years since Christ’s ascension seemed like a long time. To us, the two 

thousand years since then seems like a long time. But how long is that to God? Peter said that to God it is as if 

Christ’s ascension occurred the day before yesterday - whether it has been thirty years, two thousand years, or a 

million years is irrelevant, because God who dwells in eternity does not reckon time as we do. Peter assures 

Christians that God’s plans are still moving ahead. The mere passage of time does not nullify Christ’s promise to 

return. 

 

The scoffers ignore the faithfulness of God. Peter said: 2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 

repentance.” NASB 

 

His point is that “God is faithful” (1 Corinthians 10:13), He will do what He has promised! When He makes a 

promise, He will keep it, and the passage of time does not change that fact! He promised that He would destroy the 

earth by water. God kept that promise about 120 years later. Abraham was promised that through his seed all nations 

would be blessed. He had to wait about twenty-five years until the child of promise was born, but God ultimately kept 

His promise to Abraham. So when God promises that Christ will return, we can count on it happening!  

 

So why the delay? Peter said it is not because the Lord is “slow” about His promises; it is because He is being 

patient with each of us, it’s because He doesn’t want people to perish, He wants everyone to be saved! God is not 

tardy or late, and He has not forgotten His saints. He is waiting so that more souls can be saved. And He is 

extraordinarily patient in waiting – “…regard the patience of our Lord as salvation…” (2 Peter 3:15). 

 

2 Peter 3:15 – “And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people time to be saved…” NLT 

 

In other words, Peter said Christ has delayed His return because of His mercy, His love, His grace! 1 Timothy 2:3-4: 

“This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth.” NASB 

 

God does not want anyone to die in his sins. When somebody does die lost, it hurts God very deeply: Ezekiel 33:11 – 

“As surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of wicked people. I only want them 

to turn from their wicked ways so they can live. Turn! Turn from your wickedness, O people of Israel! Why 

should you die?” NLT 

 

People need to realize that if they die in their sins, it is not because God didn’t give them plenty of opportunity - it’s 

because they refused to accept the conditions of God’s salvation.  

 

God is giving the lost an opportunity right now to be saved. That lost person might be you! What should you do with 

your opportunity? Whatever you need to do to be saved, do it! Why? Because 2 Peter 3:10 – “…the day of the Lord 

will come…” NASB 

 

II. What will His coming be like 

 

Since He is definitely returning, what will His coming be like? 2 Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense 

heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.” NASB 
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His coming will be unexpected. When Peter said that Christ will come “like a thief,” he did not mean that Christ will 

come to plunder and steal. Rather he was saying that Christ, like the thief, will come unexpectedly, when man is not 

looking for Him.  

 

In Matthew 24:36 Jesus tells us that we won’t know when He is coming back “But of that day and hour no one 

knows, no, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only…” (NKJV), and that because of this we need to be 

ready at all times:   

 

Matthew 24:44 – “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not 

expect Him.” NKJV 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:2 - “For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the 

night.” NKJV 
 

Revelation 22:12 – “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one 

according to his work.”  NKJV 

 

When Jesus said He was coming “quickly,” He did not mean that He was coming “immediately,” but that His return 

was “imminent,” meaning that it can happen at any time! The word “quickly” is better understood as “suddenly” 

or “unexpectedly!”  

 

When Jesus does come back, no alarms will sound; no newspaper headlines will grab the attention of the passerby; no 

urgent news flashes will scroll across the bottom of the television screen. The only warning we have is the Bible, and 

the Bible already says that Jesus could return at any moment! Therefore, we must always be ready, and constantly 

prepared! 

 

His coming will be destructive:  2 Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the 

heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its 

works will be burned up.” NASB 

 

Think of all the works of men - the Empire State Building, the bridges, dams, and cities - all of these will be 

destroyed! Think of all the things you have collected or are in the process of collecting - a house, a car, a bank 

account. All of these will be destroyed in a catastrophic calamity unlike anything we have ever known before.  

 

“When you die, nothing you have ever owned will matter – everything you have ever done will!” 

 

Matthew 6:19-21: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” NKJV 

 

Christ will also destroy the wicked! 2 Peter 3:7 – “But by His word the present heavens and earth are being 

reserved for fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” NASB 

  

Injustice seems to triumph now, but on that day perfect justice will be administered. Liars may fool the world now, 

but God will not be fooled then! People seem to be getting away with wrongdoing today, but on the Day of the Lord, 

the Day of Judgment, no one will get away with anything! On that day, God will settle His account with us! Romans 

14:12 – “So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.” NKJV 
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III. How should the second coming affect us 

 

2 Peter 3:11-12: “Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in 

holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!” NASB 

 

We should be holy people - sanctified, set-apart people who are unwilling to live as others normally do, who are 

“…unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). 

 

We should be godly people - to be “godly” is to be like Jesus which means saying “no” to sin: Titus 2:11-12: “For 

the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age…” NIV
 

 

We should be expectant people, eagerly anticipating the return of Jesus:  2 Peter 3:12 - “…looking for and 

hastening the coming of the day of God…” NASB 

 

Christians should look forward to the second coming! We always use the second coming to try and persuade the 

unsaved to obey by scaring them!  

That is legitimate, because Paul said, 2 Corinthians 5:11 - “Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord, we persuade 

men.” NKJV 
 

But Christians have no reason to be afraid of the day of the Lord. In fact, Paul said the crown of life was laid up for 

those who love the Lord’s appearing:  

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8: “As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my death 

is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. And now the prize 

awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his 

return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.” NLT 

 

We should be hopeful people: 2 Peter 3:13 – “But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and 

a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.”  NASB 

 

Our hope is not confined to this perishable earth – our hope is in heaven - There’s a better place than this! 

 

We should be zealous/diligent people: 2 Peter 3:14 – “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be 

diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless…” NASB 

 

To grow, to remain faithful, to avoid falling away, we must be zealous - doing our best to obey the Lord! Uncaring 

pagans and lukewarm Christians will not get to heaven. 

 

We should be pure people: 2 Peter 3:14 – “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be 

found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless…” NASB 

 

We should always strive to not be conformed to this world (Romans 12:1-2). But, since we all sin, to be found 

absolutely spotless we must be cleansed by the blood of Christ.  

 

Ephesians 1:7 – “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 

of His grace…” NKJV 
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1 Peter 1:18-19: “For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from 

your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. It was the precious blood of Christ, the 

sinless, spotless Lamb of God.” NLT 

 

1 John 1:7 – “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” NKJV 

 

We should be peaceful people:  2 Peter 3:14 – “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to 

be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless…” NASB 
 

We should be at peace with God, at peace within ourselves, and at peace with one another (if possible), especially in 

the body of Christ. 

 

We should be wary people - alert to the danger of false teachers: 2 Peter 3:17 – “You therefore, beloved, knowing 

this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall 

from your own steadfastness…” NASB 

 

We should be growing people: 2 Peter 3:18 – “…but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ…” NASB 

 

If we are growing, it is not likely we will be fooled by false teachers. 

 

Do things ever seem so complicated to you, so difficult, so tiring, so discouraging, so hurtful, that you just wished the 

Lord would come back right now so all those problems would be solved or dissolved?  

 

If so, maybe you felt like the first-century Christians, who, when Christ said, “Surely I am coming quickly,” replied, 

“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20).  NKJV 

 

The question surrounding Christ’s return is not, “When will He return?” or “Will He return?” The question is, “Will 

I be prepared for His return?” Many are not ready and will be wholly unprepared for His return. Billions will be 

caught by surprise, having ignored the many warnings of Scripture. Make sure you are not among the unprepared!  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 

asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 

God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.
 
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who 

are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord 

Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 

And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one 

another with these words.” NKJV 


