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The Day Jesus got mad 

 

A recent comic strip (‘Kudzu’ written by Doug Marlette) shows a preacher holding his Bible, standing in front of the 

church house door.  A rather aggressive lady has him cornered, and she is giving him what-for.  “What? No tanning 

salon? No juice bar? No sauna? No skating rink? And you call yourself a house of worship?” 

 

This brought to mind a time when Jesus went in the temple and found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 

pigeons, along with the money-changers at their business.  You can imagine the noise, odor, and general commotion.  

The atmosphere must have been somewhat like a county fair, or carnival.  Was Jesus pleased? Hardly! He cleaned 

them out – lock, stock and barrel: 

 

Mark 11:15-17: “So they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the temple and began to drive out those who 

bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold 

doves. And He would not allow anyone to carry wares through the temple. Then He taught, saying to them, “Is 

it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it a ‘den of 

thieves.’” 

 

“Get out of here with that! You can’t bring that through the courts, etc.”  The first time He did this He even made a 

whip out of cords and physically drove people out (John 2:14-16).  What happened to the loving Jesus?  What made 

Him so angry?  He was angry because His house was being prostituted for purposes other than what was intended.   

 

Everyone who worshipped at the temple in Jerusalem was required to present a sacrifice and to pay the annual head 

tax using temple currency. The priests refused to accept foreign currency, so they exchanged traveler’s money at 

exorbitant rates.  They also regularly rejected any animal that wasn’t purchased at the temple, also at inflated prices.  

By turning the court of the Gentiles into a shopping mall, they prevented anyone from using this part of the temple for 

prayer, as God had intended (Jeremiah 7:11 – “Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of 

thieves in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it,” says the Lord”).   
 

So Jesus asserted His authority and created an environment for healing instead of stealing.  His example also showed 

there are  times when anger is the right response.  But notice that Jesus controlled His anger; this was not a temper 

tantrum.  Nor is there any indication He laid a hand on anyone. 

 

“This place looks and feels more like a mall than a temple.  Whatever happened to Isaiah’s word about the real 

point of this building – to be a house of prayer for all nationalities and races?  Out, get out, all of you!” 

 

Now these people probably would have defended themselves by saying they were providing a necessary service (for a 

fee of course).  But Jesus said: 

 

“The atmosphere of My Father’s house is to be prayer. The aroma around My Father must be that of people 

opening their hearts in worship and supplication.  This is not a place to make a buck.  This is a house for calling 

on the Lord.” 
 

God’s intention was that the house which was called by His name should “be called a house of prayer for all 

peoples” (Isaiah 56:7).  But in time the original purpose had been largely forgotten.  God’s house had become a 

house of trade occupied by a den of thieves or robbers.   

 

If we are not careful, we will repeat the same mistake and forget what God’s house – the church (not the building), is 

all about today. In the Christian age, we are the temple of God, how much more important, then, is Jesus’ message 

about how important prayer is?  Hebrews 4:16 – “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 

may obtain mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.”   
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American churches have made the sermon the centerpiece of the church, something God never intended. We sing far 

more than we pray, we rush through the Lord’s Supper (the best time for extended prayer).  But preachers who are 

really doing their job get people to come to the throne of grace.  The honest truth is that I have seen God do more in 

people’s lives during 10 minutes of prayer than in 10 of my sermons. “When you pray, I mean sincerely pray, God 

acts!” 

 

If I don’t lead you to understand that, then I have failed you as a minister. Prayer is the true source of grace and 

mercy. “Oh, what peace we often forfeit…” 

 

In Acts 4, when the apostles were unjustly arrested, imprisoned, and threatened, they didn’t call for a protest or a 

politician.  Instead, they prayed:  Acts 4:24-31: “So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one 

accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, who by 

the mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, and the people plot vain things? The 

kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against His 

Christ.’
 
“For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with 

the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 

determined before to be done. Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all 

boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be 

done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place where they were 

assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God 

with boldness.” 

 

The apostles, when in trouble, prayed; when intimidated, prayed; when challenged, prayed; when persecuted, prayed. 

What are we doing? 

 

The whole world – our world - is wounded by Satan and sin.  Our American culture openly defies God, the Bible, the 

church, marriage, morals, ethics - lives are being destroyed by divorce, unwed pregnancies, alcohol, drugs, violence, 

abuse, theft, murder, abortion, etc. Satan definitely has his claws in our community (all of them). People are hurting, 

struggling spiritually, surrounded by false doctrine on all sides; many are defeated, discouraged, and disheartened!  

 

These are dark days spiritually, we are fighting spiritual battles right in our own families, homes and even in the 

church. Satan is trying his best to destroy this church or at least limit our effectiveness. 

 

What is going to reverse this tide of destruction, what is going to help us overcome the world and help our 

community, our families, our friends?  Preaching alone will not do it, more money for more programs won’t do it. We 

can work for Christ from morning until night, we can spend a lot of time in Bible study, we can come to a worship 

service and go through the rituals of organized religion, we can contribute money for missions, we can give food 

boxes to people in our community, but none of these things can be truly effective in winning souls unless we are 

praying – a lot.  Otherwise, we are only full of good works.   

 

The Bible has these promises:  

 

2 Chronicles 7:14 – “…if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek 

My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land.”   

 

Jeremiah 33:3 – “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not 

know.” 

 

Matthew 7:7 - “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 

you”  
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Mark 11:24 - “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, 

and you will have them”  

 

John 15:7 – “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done 

for you.”  

 

1 Timothy 2:1 – “I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, 

and give thanks for them.”   

 

1 John 5:14-15: “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His 

will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have what we asked of 

Him.”  

 

God delights to answer prayer, and He has given us His word that He will answer. 

 

Friends, if we would do much for God, we must ask much of God, we must be men and women of prayer.  James 4:2 

- “You do not have, because you do not ask.”   
 

The church will never evangelize the world without prayer. The church will never do much of anything until it learns 

to pray. “A praying church is a victorious church. A prayerless church is a defeated church.”  Robert McQuilkin  

 

When there is no vision, people perish!  “Where there is no vision of eternity, there is no prayer for the perishing.” 

David Smithers 

 

 Thoughts on prayer     

 

“You can do more than pray after you have prayed; but you can never do more than pray until you have prayed.” 

 A.J. Gordon 

 

“What the church needs today is not more or better machinery, not new organizations or more novel methods, but 

men whom the Holy Spirit can use - men of prayer, men mighty in prayer!” E.M. Bounds 

 

“Prayer strikes the winning blow; service is simply picking up the pieces.”  S.D. Gordon 

 

“The man who mobilizes the Christian church to pray will make the greatest contribution to world evangelization 

in history.”  Andrew Murray 

 

“To make intercession for men is the most powerful and practical way in which we can express our love for them.” 

John Calvin  

 

“We can accomplish far more by our prayers than by our work, because when we pray, God works!” 

 

“Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work.”  Oswald Chambers 

 

“The great people of the earth today are the people who pray!  I do not mean those who talk about prayer; nor 

those who say they believe in prayer; nor those who explain prayer; but I mean those who actually take the time to 

pray. Now they don’t have the time. It must be taken from something else. That something else is important, very 

important and pressing, but still, less important and pressing than prayer. There are people who put prayer first, 

and group the other items in life’s schedule around and after prayer. These are the people today who are doing the 

most for God in winning souls, in solving problems, in awakening churches, in supplying both men and money for 

mission works…”  S.D. Gordon  
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 “All great soul-winners have been men of much and mighty prayer, and all great revivals have been preceded and 

carried out by persevering, prevailing knee-work in the closet.”  Samuel Logan Brengle 

 

“There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer.”  A.T. 

Pierson 

 

“Intercession is truly universal work for the Christian. No place is closed to intercessory prayer. No continent - no 

nation - no organization - no city - no office. There is no power on earth that can keep intercession out.”  Richard 

Halverson 

 

“The most important thing a born again Christian can do is to pray.” Chuck Smith 

 

“Prayer does not change the purpose of God.  But prayer does change the action of God.” Chuck Smith 

 

“The greatest thing we can do for God or for man is to pray, because prayer is the greatest power on earth, it 

moves the Hand that moves the world!” S.D. Gordon 

  

“Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message, oppose our arguments, despise our persons, but they are helpless 

against our prayers.” Sidlow Baxter 

 

“Talking to men for God is a great thing, but talking to God for men is greater still.” E.M. Bounds 

 

“God’s cause is committed to men; God commits Himself to men. Praying men are the servants of God; they do 

His work and carry out His plans.” E.M. Bounds 

 

“Prayer is my chief work, and it is by means of it that I carry on the rest.”  Thomas Hooker, Puritan  

  

“The one concern of the devil is to keep Christians from praying.  He fears nothing from prayerless studies, 

prayerless work and prayerless religion. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but he trembles when we 

pray.”  Samuel Chadwick 

 

“Satan trembles when he sees the weakest Christian on his knees.”  William Cowper 

 

“The true church lives and moves and has its being in prayer.”  Leonard Ravenhill 

 

Preachers must preach prayer! Before they preach prayer they must practice prayer. Praying preachers make 

praying churches!  

 

“No man is greater than his prayer life. The preacher who is not praying is playing; people who aren’t praying are 

straying!”  

 

I challenge you in 2014 to join me in prayer! 


