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Show Me

In life, the most important choice we ever make is either to do the will of God, or not do the will of God.
Each one of us has to decide. If we want to be saved, we must first obey the gospel of Jesus Christ:

2 Thessalonians 1:8 – “…in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 4:17 – “For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with
us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?”

Romans 10:16 – “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our
report?”

Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

Then we are to faithfully serve the Lord until the day we die! But how do we know we are doing what He
wants us to do as Christians?  Can true Christianity be described in simple terms, maybe one word that can
help us stay focused?  Yes, discipleship means servanthood!

Servanthood is the one word that best describes the will of God for man - Mark 10:43-45: “…Whoever
wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must
be the slave of everyone else. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to
give his life as a ransom for many.”

How important is it that we get this right?  The Bible teaches us that one day Jesus will return, when that
happens, we will face Him in judgment - (Hebrews 9:27 – “We die only once, and then we are judged”).

The Bible also teaches us that on Judgment Day Jesus will separate the sheep from the goats, the good from
the bad, and the wicked from the righteous:

Matthew 25:31-33: “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then
He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate
them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on
His right hand, but the goats on the left.”

The Bible teaches us that everyone will be there, and that after the judgment, a few people will be welcomed
into heaven, most will be turned away to hell and cast into the lake of fire.

On what basis will Jesus make His decision?  The answer may surprise you?

Matthew 25:34-46: “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and
you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was
naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ “Then
the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty
and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or



2

when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them,
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to
Me.’ “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I
was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you
did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ “Then they also will answer Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these will go away into
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

What is the sign of the saved? The sign of the saved is “a serving Christian who has a working faith.” Paul
said we must perform the good works that God has prepared for us to do (Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them”).

James 1:22-25: “But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are
only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a
mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into the
perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God
will bless you for doing it.” NLT

Luke 6:46-49: “Anyone who hears and obeys these teachings of mine is like a wise person who built a
house on solid rock. Rain poured down, rivers flooded, and winds beat against that house. But it did
not fall, because it was built on solid rock. Anyone who hears my teachings and doesn't obey them is
like a foolish person who built a house on sand. The rain poured down, the rivers flooded, and the
winds blew and beat against that house. Finally, it fell with a crash.” CEV

Remember what James said – “show me.”

James 2:14-26: “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you
says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are
needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is
dead. But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that there is one God. You do well.
Even the demons believe—and tremble! But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without
works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the
altar? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made
perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by
works, and not by faith only. Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she
received the messengers and sent them out another way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also.”

Jesus said that if we bury our talents and don’t work for God, we will be lost (Matthew 25:30 – “And cast
the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”).
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Did you notice how simple the works are that Jesus mentioned in Matthew 25? Things anyone can do, good
things done by good people for people who can’t help themselves. Equally important is who they were done
for/to.

Luke 14:12-14: “…When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your
relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid.  But when you give a
feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.  And you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

Matthew 25:40 – “And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as
you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’”

Jesus’ message is stirring – “The way you treat them is the way you treat Me; if you don’t have love for the
least, you don’t have love for Me; if you ignore them, you ignore Me.”

Jesus said go to the convalescent home and help feed an elderly person, go to the prison and visit an inmate
with no hope, go to the hospital and ask the nurse to show you the person that no one has come to see, go
talk to the man who is regretting his divorce and missing his children, go to the inner city and give food to
the homeless and the poor, go visit with a widow and make sure her/his needs are being met, go to the
orphanage and show the love of God to a child with no parents.

You might say it’s a test - a test to measure the depth of our character. Jesus said if we fail the test, we will
miss everlasting life.  That’s what “grace through faith means.”

Christians who don’t work have a dead faith; nonChristians who have not received God’s grace through
gospel obedience are lost already.

But Christians who are saved by grace through faith, who love Jesus enough to obey His commandments,
they are the few who will find everlasting life.

“The greatness of a man is not measured by the number of people who serve him -
the greatness of a man is measured by the number of people he serves!”

Mark 9:35 – “Whoever wants to be the most important must be last of all and
servant of all.”


