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Seven wonders of heaven 

 

The Bible is clear, we will spend eternity somewhere.  The question is, “Where?” Only two possibilities exist – 

heaven or hell: 

 

Matthew 7:13-14: “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, 

and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is 

difficult, and only a few ever find it.” NLT 

 

When we talk about heaven, we could talk about the wonder of its beauty, the wonder of its size, the wonder of its 

inhabitants, and the wonder of its chief inhabitant – God! However, I want to focus on questions people ask about 

heaven – things we often wonder about. 

 

I.  I wonder if there is a heaven 

 

“Is there a heaven?” Some would answer “no” to this.  The cover story in a 1997 issue of Time magazine was 

“Does heaven exist?”  The article said, “In the more liberal congregations, heaven is found mostly in hymns, 

preserved like a bug in amber.” 

 

In 1989, Newsweek had a section devoted to “Heaven.”  A Harvard Divinity School theologian traced four centuries 

of decline in the preaching of heaven and hell and said, “I don’t think there can be any future for heaven and hell.” 

 

For sure, heaven (and hell) is a topic that is not preached on as much today as it was in the past.  This may be due to a 

number of reasons, including liberal theology that claims the Bible is full of myths and legends.  However, there are 

many reasons for believing in heaven.  For instance, man has a yearning that cannot be satisfied in this life – “there 

must be something more to this life.”  

 

Ecclesiastes 1:14 – “I observed everything going on under the sun, and really, it is all meaningless—like 

chasing the wind.” NLT  

 

C.S. Lewis (Mere Christianity): “…If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the 

most probable explanation is that I was made for another world…I must keep alive in myself the desire for my true 

country, which I shall not find till after death; I must never let it get snowed under or turned aside; I must make it 

the main object of life to press on to that country and to help others to do the same.”   

 

Even unbelievers wonder about this! 

 

Charles Darwin, on his deathbed: “I regret that I suggested a theory, and that gullible men gobbled it up, as though 

it were fact. I never intended that.” It is reported that he was reading from his Bible in the days leading up to his 

death! 

 

Clarence Darrow, the Scopes Trial lawyer in the famous 1925 debate over the creation/evolution controversy, while 

on his deathbed asked several clergymen to “please intercede for me with the Almighty. During my life I have 

spoken many times against Christians, and I now realize that I may have been wrong.” 

 

However, the most important reason for believing that heaven is real is because the Bible says so much about it.  The 

belief that we can go to heaven has comforted souls throughout the ages – martyrs dying for their faith, slaves longing 

for freedom, and those laying on their death beds.  It can also comfort you! 
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II.  I wonder what heaven is like 

 

Many believe in heaven, but their concept of heaven is blurred.  Some think we will sit on clouds and play harps all 

day, etc. 

 

We are entering uncharted territory here, because none of us have ever seen heaven.  However, regarding the nature of 

heaven, the Bible does give us a few glimpses!  

 

For instance, heaven is not a state of being - it is a place like a universe, a country, a city, a paradise, a house. 

 

Revelation 2:7 – “…To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of God.” 

NLT 

 

Revelation 21:1 – “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away. Also there was no more sea.” NKJV 

 

Hebrews 11:13-16: “All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive 

what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners 

and nomads here on earth. Obviously people who say such things are looking forward to a country they can 

call their own. If they had longed for the country they came from, they could have gone back. But they were 

looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 

has prepared a city for them.” NLT 

 

However, heaven is not just a place - it is a better place than this! John 14:1-3: “Let not your heart be troubled; 

you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have 

told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 

you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” NKJV 

 

“When a child of God dies, he does not leave home, he goes home!” Solomon said he/she goes to his eternal or 

everlasting home in Ecclesiastes 12:5.  Hebrews 13:14 – “For this world is not our permanent home; we are 

looking forward to a home yet to come.” NLT 

 

Some things will be different in the next life.  We won’t be married (Matthew 22:30). Our bodies will be changed: 1 

Corinthians 15:51-57: “But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be 

transformed! It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the 

trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be 

transformed. For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must 

be transformed into immortal bodies.
 
Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will 

never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled: “Death is swallowed up in victory.
 
O death, where is your victory? O 

death, where is your sting?”
 
For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. But thank 

God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.” NLT 

 

2 Corinthians 5:1 – “For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and 

leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not 

by human hands.” NLT 

 

However, some things will remain the same.  You will still be you – in many respects a better you, but still you.  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 – “Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit 

and soul and body be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again.” NLT 
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That is you, all of you, the complete you.  You will still be you, you will have your own unique memories (Luke 

16:23-28).   

 

Heaven will be a place of everlasting life, health, and joy - a glorious place:  Romans 8:18 – “Yet what we suffer 

now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later.” NLT 

 

When some hear that heaven is a place of joy and peace, they cannot relate to that because they have never known joy 

or peace.  Everyone, however, has felt pain and shed tears.  In heaven there are no tears or hunger or thirst or death or 

mourning or crying or pain:  

 

Revelation 21:3-4: “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 

and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 

 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 

There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” NKJV 

 

When that day comes and we finally get to see the glory of heaven with our own eyes, I believe our reaction will be 

similar to the reaction of the Queen of Sheba when she met Solomon: 1 Kings 10:7: “…I did not believe the words 

until I came and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not told me….” NKJV 

 

III. I wonder how long heaven will last 

 

Matthew 25:46 – “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

NKJV  

 

The word translated “eternal” and “everlasting” means “unending.” 

 

How long will heaven last? To use an old expression, it will last “forever and a day.”  “When we’ve been there ten 

thousand years bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun!” 

 

IV.  I wonder if there are degrees of reward in heaven 

 

The few scriptures that may or may not relate to this question are found in passages that use figurative language.  

Matthew 20:1-16 (the parable of the laborers in the field), seems to teach that all will be rewarded equally. However 

God rewards and punishes, He will do it right, and all will know that it is right.  Personally I am not concerned about 

whether or not someone will have a bigger mansion than mine.  I just want to be in heaven!  I ask no more! 

 

V.  I wonder if we will know each other in heaven 

 

Absolutely yes! 2 Samuel 12:22-23: “…I fasted and wept while the child was alive, for I said, ‘Perhaps the Lord 

will be gracious to me and let the child live.’ But why should I fast when he is dead? Can I bring him back 

again? I will go to him one day, but he cannot return to me.” NLT 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20: “After all, what gives us hope and joy, and what will be our proud reward and crown 

as we stand before our Lord Jesus when he returns? It is you! Yes, you are our pride and joy.” NLT 

 

How could they be his reason for rejoicing if he could not recognize them and know that they were among the saved?   

 

Jesus said in Matthew 8:11 – “And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” NKJV 
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Here we find that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob have not lost their identities; Moses and Elijah did not lose their identities 

on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-4). 

 

The Bible says our names are written in heaven (Luke 10:20), and that when we die we are gathered to our people - 

Genesis 35:29 - “Then he breathed his last and died at a ripe old age, joining his ancestors in death…” NLT 

 

Lazarus was still Lazarus in Hades (Luke 16); Samuel was still Samuel though already dead (1 Samuel 28:14).  Jesus 

called Lazarus by name when He raised him from the dead (John 11).   

 

In heaven we will make new relationships with the saints of all the ages, and continue old relationships as well!  In 

heaven, we will know each other - you will see your children and grandchildren; you will know your spouse but not be 

married to them (Matthew 22:29-33); how about your mom and your dad?  How about your grandparents?  Don’t 

you want to see them again? 

 

VI.   I wonder what we will do in heaven 

 

Every indication in the Bible is that we will be busy in heaven.  We have no way of knowing precisely what we will 

be doing, but the Bible does give a few hints. 

 

Rest:  Revelation 14:13 - “…Blessed are those who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they are 

blessed indeed, for they will rest from their hard work; for their good deeds follow them!”  NLT 

 

Many Christians are tired, so tired.  I heard of one who said “In heaven, I plan to sleep for the first hundred years!”  

Eventually, however, that would get boring, so we will need things to do in heaven. 

 

Enjoy the fellowship of the saints: In heaven we will be in the company of the finest people who ever walked the 

earth - “…the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of 

all, to the spirits of just men made perfect….” (Hebrews 12:23). 

 

I look forward to talking with King David and Moses and the apostles, etc. 

 

Worship God: Revelation 7:9-10: “After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and 

tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in 

white robes and held palm branches in their hands. And they were shouting with a great roar, “Salvation 

comes from our God who sits on the throne and from the Lamb!”  NLT 

 

We will sing praises to the Lord: Revelation 15:3-4: “They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the 

song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your 

ways, O King of the saints!
 
Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. 

For all nations shall come and worship before You, for Your judgments have been manifested.” NKJV 

 

In the Book of Revelation, we are told of 14 songs sung by various groups in heaven.   

 

What our service will be is not clear, but in heaven, we will serve God: Revelation 7:15-17: “Therefore they are 

before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell 

among them. They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any 

heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of 

waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” NKJV 
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VII. I wonder who will be there in heaven 

 

Those who do God’s will: Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, 

Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 

NKJV 

 

Revelation 22:14-15: “Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of 

life, and may enter through the gates into the city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral 

and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.”  NKJV 

 

Those who live faithful and Godly lives:  Revelation 2:10 – “…Be faithful until death, and I will give you the 

crown of life.” NKJV 

 

Revelation 21:7-8: “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 

But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 

shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” NKJV 

 

Those who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb:   

 

Acts 22:16 – “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the 

name of the Lord.’” NKJV 

 

1 John 1:7 – “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” NKJV 

 

Revelation 1:5 – “…and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over 

the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood…” NKJV 

 

Those who have loved His appearing: 2 Timothy 4:6-8: “As for me, my life has already been poured out as an 

offering to God. The time of my death is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have 

remained faithful. And now the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look 

forward to his appearing.” NLT 

 

Those who have a right relationship with the Lord:  The only way to heaven is through Christ, if we want to go 

there, we must accept Him and His sacrifice:  John 14:6 – “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” NKJV 

 

VIII.  Conclusion 

 

People puzzle over who will be in heaven and who will not.  The more important question for each person to ask is, 

“Will I be there?” The final decision is ours! 

 

One truth is certain, God wants us there: Revelation 22:17 – “And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let 

him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life 

freely.” NKJV 

 

That’s something we don’t have to wonder about! 
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“Someday you will read or hear that I am dead. Don’t you believe a word of it. I shall be more alive then than I am 

now. I will just have changed my address. I will have gone into the presence of God. At that moment I shall have 

gone up higher, out of this old physical body into a new body that is immortal - a body that death cannot touch, 

that sin cannot taint; into a glorious body that will live forever! I was born of the flesh on November 5, 1961.  I 

was born of the Spirit on December 9, 1973.  That which is born of the flesh may die. That which is born of the 

Spirit will live forever.” 

 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18: “That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being 

renewed every day. For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory 

that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix 

our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot 

see will last forever.” NLT 

 

 

 

“There are far, far better things ahead, than any we leave behind!”  C.S. Lewis 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9 – “…No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared 

for those who love him.” NLT 

 

 


