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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
What does the future hold? 

 
There is a well-known and much respected law of science called 
the Second Law of Thermodynamics which says the universe 
is running down - nothing is constant, nothing is permanent.  If 
that is true, then when will it end, where is it all going, what 
does the future hold?  
 
Romans 13:11-14: “This is all the more urgent, for you know 
how late it is; time is running out. Wake up, for our salvation 
is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is al-
most gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So remove 
your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining 
armor of right living. Because we belong to the day, we must 
live decent lives for all to see. Don’t participate in the dark-
ness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscui-
ty and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, 
clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil 
desires.” NLT 
 
Paul begins this passage by saying, “…you know how late it 
is.”  If it was late then, how late do you think it is now?  Paul 
answered the question for us – “…time is running out. Wake 
up…” 
 
When Paul said “wake up,” he wasn’t referring to physical 
sleep; he was referring to the fact that many people are asleep 
spiritually. And if they were asleep spiritually, they would not 
be ready for His return. 
 
People need to wake up, because the world is headed to its end 
at breathtaking speed. It is 2000 years closer than when Paul 
wrote these words. People need to repent and turn from their 
evil ways before it is too late! 
 
What can we expect when that time comes? The end will be ush-
ered in by four simultaneous events.  
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Second, when Jesus comes, He will raise the dead. 
John 5:28-29: “Do not marvel at this; for the 
hour is coming in which all who are in the 
graves will hear His voice and come forth—
those who have done good, to the resurrection 
of life, and those who have done evil, to the res-
urrection of condemnation.” NKJV 
 
There will be a general resurrection of the dead at 
the coming of Christ. But what about those who 
are living when Christ comes? They will be 
changed and given spiritual bodies that will either 
live or die forever:  
 
Philippians 3:20-21: “But we are citizens of heav-
en, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we 
are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Sav-
ior. He will take our weak mortal bodies and 
change them into glorious bodies like his own, 
using the same power with which he will bring 
everything under his control.” NLT 
 
1 Corinthians 15:50-53: “What I am saying, dear 
brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. These dying 
bodies cannot inherit what will last forever. But 
let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will 
not all die, but we will all be transformed! It will 
happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, 
when the last trumpet is blown. For when the 
trumpet sounds, those who have died will be 
raised to live forever. And we who are living 
will also be transformed. For our dying bodies 
must be transformed into bodies that will never 
die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into 
immortal bodies.” NLT 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: “But I do not want you 
to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who 
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others 
who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord 
will by no means precede those who are asleep. 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first... 

...Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these 
words.” NKJV 
 
The third event that marks the end of the world is 
that when Jesus comes, this universe as we know it 
will be destroyed!  
 
2 Peter 3:10-13: “But the day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will 
melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the 
works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, 
since all these things will be dissolved, what man-
ner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will 
be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will 
melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according 
to His promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.” NKJV 
 
Heaven is where God is and hell is where God is not, 
but heaven is not on this earth because the earth and 
the things in it will be incinerated. 
 
The fourth event that marks the end of the world is 
the final judgment, the last day, the grand finale to 
this life.  There will be a day of reckoning when all of 
those who have ever lived will be brought into the 
presence of Christ. Life on this earth is hurtling to-
ward that climactic event.  The history of the world 
will come down to that one moment. This is an idea 
that we have lost in much of our preaching. 
 
Revelation 1:7 - “Behold, He is coming with clouds, 
and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced 
Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn be-
cause of Him. Even so, Amen.” 
 
Hebrews 9:27 – “...it is appointed for men to die 
once, but after this the judgment…” KNJV 
 
That’s why we must be ready at all times.  That’s why 
we must work till Jesus comes! The end is coming, we 
will be judged, we will either live in heaven or be con-
demned to hell.  The time to get ready is now! 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Joy Kay Wilson has been transferred to the Flo 
and Phil Jones Hospice Care facility at St Bernard’s 
in Jonesboro! 
 

Sherman Cullum will undergo surgery at the Meth-
odist Hospital in Germantown, Tennessee on Sep-
tember 8. 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Vivian Wilson, Leon-
ard Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Steven-
son, Ella Crouch, Jerry Roark, Doris Vanaman, 
Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty Gibson, Sherrie Cul-
lum, Bonnie Phipps, Terry Staggs, Cassie Parish, 
Johnita Burnett, Maxine Stokes, Judith Stevenson, 
Gary Davis, Danny Jackson, Leslie Mosley,  Jar-
rett Moore, Rick Harrison, Belle Jones, Kendal 
Baker, Jerry Cotton, Lee Cullum, Sam Malone, 
Ruby Hood, Zachery Frazier, Kelsey McIllwain, 
Rick Armstrong, J.P. Jones, Timothy Strasser, 
Kathy Pulley, Sammy & Vickie Hare, Jerry Dallas. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory) 
 

Military:  Andrew Esquivel 
 

*********************** 
 

Jenna Martin’s 18th birthday celebration will be on 
Sunday, September 14, at the Hickory Ridge city 
hall from 2-4 P.M.  In lieu of gifts, please bring a 
canned good for the food pantry! 
 

Lorie Reynolds came forward Sunday morning ask-
ing for prayers for strength and encouragement. 
 

Congratulations to Andrew and BreAnna Esquivel 
who were married this past Sunday! 
 

Congratulations to Alex and Morgan McClanahan, 
the proud parents of Isaiah James who weighed in 
at 7 lbs, 11 oz, and was 21 inches long! 
 

Congratulations to Amanda Rasmussen on the 
birth of Jayden Michael, who weighed in at 6 lbs, 4 
oz.  Ginger & Andrew Watkins are the proud grand-
parents, Glenda Andrews is the proud great grand-
mother! 

First, there will be the second coming of Christ. 
Two thousand years ago Jesus came into the world 
and lived for 33 years. His ministry covered about 
3 1/2 years.  
 
At the end of His ministry, Jesus died on a Roman 
cross. He was buried in a borrowed tomb. He rose 
from the dead and a few days later ascended back 
to God where He was exalted to God’s right hand 
as King of kings and Lord of lords. He will be at 
the right hand of God until the day He comes 
again. 
 
The second coming of Christ will mark the end of 
this age. John 14:2-3: “In My Father’s house are 
many mansions; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there 
you may be also.” NKJV 
 
At the ascension of Jesus, the angels told the apos-
tles: Acts 1:11 – “…Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will so 
come in like manner as you saw Him go into 
heaven.” NKJV 
 
Christ will come again at the end of this age, but 
here is a sobering fact – we don’t know when that 
will be! Matthew 24:36 - “But of that day and 
hour no one knows, not even the angels of heav-
en, but My Father only.” NKJV 
 
Some look at various events in the world today 
and reach the conclusion that the end is near.  The 
second coming of Jesus is imminent – that means 
it could happen at any time!  But that does not 
mean it is immediate! The end may be near, or it 
may be a hundred years in the future. We do not 
know. That is why Paul tells us to wake up now!   
 
That is why Jesus says in Matthew 24:42-44: 
“Watch therefore, for you do not know what 
hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if 
the master of the house had known what hour 
the thief would come, he would have watched 
and not allowed his house to be broken into. 
Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect.” NKJV 


