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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The anatomy of a backslider  

 

Jeremiah 3:11–14: “Then the Lord said to me, “Backsliding 
Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous 
Judah. Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and 
say: ‘Return, backsliding Israel,’ says the Lord; ‘I will not 
cause My anger to fall on you. For I am merciful,’ says the 
Lord; ‘I will not remain angry forever. Only acknowledge 
your iniquity, That you have transgressed against the Lord 
your God, and have scattered your charms to alien deities 
under every green tree, and you have not obeyed My voice,’ 
says the Lord. “Return, O backsliding children,” says the 
Lord; “for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a 
city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion.” 
 

Backsliding (faithless, rebellious, refusing to listen, wayward) 

is a subject of great concern among all of God’s faithful chil-
dren. The average church is reeling from the losses of people 
who have gone back into sin.  Our nation is filled with backslid-
ers, some quit, never to be seen again, some just quit in their 
hearts:  Prove 
 

Proverbs 14:14 – “The backslider in heart will be filled with 
his own ways, but a good man will be satisfied from above.”   
 

It is hard to understand why any Christian would ever want to 
turn his back on God and the Christian life, give up the blessing 
of heaven for the horrors of hell.  But many do! 
 

No person can be described as a backslider who has not first 
been born into the family of God:  John 3:3-5: “Jesus replied, “I 
tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see 
the Kingdom of God.”  “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nico-
demus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb 
and be born again?” Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can 
enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and 
the Spirit.” 
 

When a person becomes a Christian, he gives up worldly prac-
tices that are sinful and evil: 

Sunday Morning Servers 

September 28, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... David McFadden 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Sherman & Linda  
                                          Cullum 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
                                          George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson,  George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Kyle Wilson, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 ( Rick & Sandra Phil-
lips, Candace Scudder, Steve & Janie Eppes) 
Children’s Home…...All Items on List 
September 29………Children’s Home Truck 
October 1…………...Lincoln Young—guest 
                                speaker 
October 2...………...Celebrate Recovery 
                                    6:30-8:30 pm  
October 5…………...Homecoming  
                      (Guest Speaker—Gary Phillips)                       
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Sunday Evening Servers 

September 28, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......43 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...62 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..35 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...33 
Contribution………….…...........$1,707.50 
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In Mark 14:27-31, Peter boastfully claims he will 
not fall away or deny Christ! In doing so, Peter 

takes the first step in backsliding - pride! Prov-

erbs 16:18 – “Pride goes before destruction, and 
a haughty spirit before a fall.”   
 
Why is this the first step? Because the first step in 

entering the kingdom is humility.  We must ap-

proach God as a little child, full of hope and trust 
and faith (Matthew 18:3-4, James 4:6-10, 1 Peter 
5:5-7).  So if we lose humility, we take that first 
step backward.  
 
In Mark 14:32-42, Peter was told to keep watch, 
but he kept falling asleep.  His lack of diligent 
preparation caused him to be caught off guard for 
what was to follow.  The same thing can happen to 
us! Without diligence, we too can be found unpre-
pared: Luke 21:34-36 – “Watch out! Don’t let your 
hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, 
and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day 
catch you unaware, like a trap. For that day will 
come upon everyone living on the earth. Keep 
alert at all times. And pray that you might be 
strong enough to escape these coming horrors 
and stand before the Son of Man.”   
 
The process of backsliding is a gradual one, often 
overtaking a person by surprise, one degree at a 
time. This happens because we neglect our salva-
tion: Hebrews 2:1 – “So we must listen very care-
fully to the truth we have heard, or we may drift 
away from it.”   

 
Mark 14:54 says "...Peter followed Him at a dis-
tance..." Now that Jesus had become unpopular, 
Peter stays far enough away so as not to be identi-
fied with Him.  Peter was unprepared for the chal-
lenge of facing ridicule and persecution. Without 
diligent preparation, we too can become guilty of 
cowardice! Ashamed to be seen carrying a Bible; 
ashamed to be seen or heard saying a prayer; 
ashamed to be seen with other Christians, maybe 
even ashamed to let others know that we are 
Christians!  Jesus has made it clear what He thinks 
of cowardice: Mark 8:38 – “For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man 
also will be ashamed when He comes in the glo-
ry of His Father with the holy angels.” 

Revelation 21:8 – “But the cowardly, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcer-
ers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in 
the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death.”   
 
Also in Mark 14:54,  we find Peter sitting with the 
servants of the High Priest and warming himself by 
the fire.  Ashamed to be seen with Christ, it becomes 
easy to mingle with those of the world and enjoy 
their comforts.  But one cannot be comforted by the 
fire of the world, and not be burned! Proverbs 6:27-
28: “Can a man take fire to his bosom, and his 
clothes not be burned? Can one walk on hot coals, 
and his feet not be seared?”   
 
Neither can we flirt with the world and walk away 
untouched: James 4:4 – “Adulterers and adulteress-
es!  Do you not know that friendship with the world 
is enmity with God?  Whoever therefore wants to 
be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God.”   
 
Away from Christ, at comfort with those in the world, 

Peter finds himself denying Jesus:  Luke 22:60-62 – 

“But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are 
saying!’ Immediately, while he was still speaking, 
the rooster crowed.  And the Lord turned and 
looked at Peter.  Then Peter remembered the word 
of the Lord, how He had said to him, ‘Before the 
rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’ So 
Peter went out and wept bitterly.”   
 
In so doing, he has put himself in grave danger 
(Matthew 10:32-33 – “Therefore whoever confesses 
Me before men, him I will also confess before My 
Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me 
before men, him I will also deny before My Father 
who is in heaven”).   
 
Though we may never actually deny Jesus in words, 
we can easily backslide to the point of denying Him 
in action. We are called to worship Him, but make 
excuses why we cannot.  We are called to serve Him, 
but do very little or nothing at all. We are called to 
stand by His side and suffer for His name, but stand 
afar off in the safety of the world's comfort.  When 
we deny the Lord, our backsliding is complete! 
 
To be continued... 

PRAYERS 
 

Johnita Burnett’s tumors are shrinking & she has 
no new ones. 
  
Jimmy Rhodes, Kay Wilson’s brother-in-law, is in 
St. Bernards not doing well. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Peggy Burnett, Vivian 
Wilson, Leonard Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & 
Patty Stevenson, Doris Vanaman, Betty Andrews, 
Sherrie Cullum, Davie Rutherford, R.W. & Betty 
Gibson, Peggy Barker, Cassie Parish, Judith Ste-
venson, Gary Davis, Danny Jackson, Leslie Mos-
ley,  Jarrett Moore,  Belle Jones, Kendal Baker, 
Lee Cullum, Ruby Hood, Zachery Frazier, Kelsey 
McIllwain, Rick Armstrong, Kathy Pulley, Jerry 
Dallas, Bonnie Gooding, David Meredith, Gilbert 
& Margie Hess, Eddie Taylor, Dora Lou Hoyskn 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel 
 

*********************** 
 

Children’s Home Truck will run Monday, Septem-
ber 29th.  Please have your supplies in.  These in-
clude lasagna noodles, sweetened condensed milk, 
sugar, non-aerosol deodorant, salad dressings, & 
hair gel/mousse. 
 
Guest Speaker Wednesday, October 1st, is Lincoln 
Young of the Bahamas. 
 
Homecoming is Sunday, October 5th. Gary Phillips 
is guest speaker. His topics are “Revisiting the First 
Century Church” for class, and “Away and Back: 
Notes from the Road” for the a.m. sermon. 
 
Potluck dinner will be served after morning ser-
vices on Sunday, October 5th.  All are invited to 
stay. Hosts & hostesses are Rick & Sandra Phillips 
and Jody & Karen McFadden. 

 
Education is what you get by reading the fine 
print; experience is what you get if you don’t 
read it. 

1 John 2:15–17: “Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is 
in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father 
but is of the world. And the world is passing 
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will 
of God abides forever.” 
 
A Christian is to stay away from every form of evil, 
we are to even “Abstain from all appearance of 
evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22).   
 
When a person becomes a Christian, they begin 
living and practicing a spiritual lifestyle and a life-
long walk with God: Romans 8:5 – “For those who 
live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.”   
 
This includes reading and meditating upon the 
Word of God (Psalm 1; 2 Timothy 2:15);  praying 
(1 Thessalonians 5:17); worshipping God in spirit 
and in truth with fellow Christians (John 4:24); 
and using our talents in the Kingdom of Christ 
(Matthew 25:14-30) – living faithfully until death 
(Revelation 2:10). 
 
Now, if a born again Christian rebels against God, 
refuses to listen to God, becomes faithless in his 
Christian life, rejects God, leaves the Father for the 
world and sin, then he has backslidden!  
 
In 2 Peter 2:20-22, we read of the real possibility 
and serious consequences of backsliding:  “And 
when people escape from the wickedness of the 
world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ and then get tangled up and enslaved by 
sin again, they are worse off than before. It 
would be better if they had never known the 
way to righteousness than to know it and then 
reject the command they were given to live a 
holy life. They prove the truth of this proverb: 
“A dog returns to its vomit.” And another says, 
“A washed pig returns to the mud.” 
 
It is interesting that we find this passage coming 
from Peter, for if anyone knew firsthand the reali-
ty and dangers of backsliding, Peter was the man!  
 


