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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Pornography’s Stranglehold 

Chris Krotz (Adapted) 
 

When we talk about Christians and the internet, it is not long 
before the subject of internet pornography comes up and with 
good reason.  Studies have shown that by the time young peo-
ple reach college, 93% of men and 62% of women have viewed 
internet pornography.  
 

A study in 2006 showed that 50% of Christian men and 20% of 
Christian women are actually ADDICTED to porn. Taking into 
account how most people, even Christians, lie about their use of 
porn and that this report is eight years old, I would suggest 
those numbers are a little low. 
 

Addiction to internet pornography is a pandemic sweeping the 
globe today with little, and in some cases no, obstacles to slow 
down its rampant growth.  As we examine the devastating na-
ture of this sin I would like us to consider it in a Biblical context 
by looking at an infamous Judge of Israel - Samson. 
 

When we look at Samson’s life we see some major failures that I 
believe were recorded for our learning.   
 

In his first marriage to a daughter of the Philistines it says that 
he “saw” her and that was enough for him to demand his par-
ents arrange the marriage (Judges 14:1).  Let’s call this what it 
is - lust. Samson knew it was forbidden and more than that, it 
was extremely unwise. But still, Samson stomped his foot and 
held his breath until his parents gave in.  
 

Samson’s wife lied to him to get him to reveal his secrets and of 
course, he eventually gave in.  This marriage was doomed even 
before it began and after the marriage was over, Samson was 
left scarred - a cycle of lust had been started. 
 
As Samson fell deeper and deeper into Satan’s trap, he sleeps 
with a prostitute from Gaza (Judges 16:1). Then there is that 
fateful meeting with Delilah (Judges 16). Samson again gives in 
to his lust and it cost him big time.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

September 21, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ George Burnett 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ David McFadden 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Doug & Kay Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson,  George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Kyle Wilson, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...All Items on List 
 
September 25………...Celebrate Recovery 
                                    6:30-8:30 pm                          
September 27……...Change for Children  
                                Cans Turned in 
September 29………Children’s Home Truck 
 
October 5…………...Homecoming 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

September 21, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Doug Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......50 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...68 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..44 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...24 
Contribution………….…...........$2,406.62 
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“I can’t believe he struggles with that.” If 

part of the problem is being open and honest with 
ourselves then the church has to cultivate an envi-
ronment where one can truly be open and honest.  
 

There is way too much whispering and finger 
pointing and judging going in the hallways and 
pews of our church buildings these days.  The fear 
of rejection and judging is a very real and hurtful 
thing!  
 

So we tell ourselves that if our wives or parents or 
church members knew what we truly struggled 
with they would ostracize me, they would hate me.  
We look at it as the one unforgivable sin.  That no 
one would ever be able to understand! 
 

Our friends and loved ones must remember that 
no one is perfect, we all sin and we don’t have the 
right to pass judgment on anybody else: Ecclesias-
tes 7:20 - “For there is not a just man on earth 
who does good and does not sin.”  James 4:12 - 
“...Who are you to judge another?” 
 

The sins of lust/adultery in the heart and pornog-
raphy touches more people than we think and if 
the work of the church is being the hands and feet 
of Jesus, who do you think Jesus would be minis-
tering to today? If you want to talk church growth, 
think about the kind of beacon of hope the church 
could be if porn addicts or addicts of any kind 
knew that they could come there for help. Think 
of the souls, both inside and outside the church, 
that could find “rest” if the church was actually 
willing to help those in this kind of need (Matthew 
11:29). 
 

“I can handle this on my own.”  The final trap 

that Satan uses to convince those that struggle 
with this sin is that they can handle it on their 
own, that they don’t need any help. However, for a 
truly addicted person to have lasting results there 
needs to be some kind of accountability.  
 

Accountability is so much more than just having 
people know where you have been on the internet.  
True accountability requires follow-up. The reason 
why programs such as Alcoholics Anonymous and 
Weight Watchers are successful is because they 
provide an environment of honesty and they hold 
each other accountable to their goals. 

The reason why this type of accountability works is 
because the underlying emotion behind making the 
right decision is not fear of judgment or consequenc-
es but rather the love of one’s group members. 
 

When someone can be open and honest about his 
struggle and knows (actually hears it from someone 
else) that he is not the only one who struggles with it, 
he is empowered and set free from a life of shame 
and humiliation. Then, and only then, can he start to 
work on his life, to rewire his thinking and his deci-
sion making process. Guilt and shame do funny 
things to us. They can turn something small into a 
colossal monster that sends our life into a tailspin.  
But when the guilt and shame are gone, we can 
breathe again, we can wake up in the morning and 
live a day in regretless bliss - the way God intended it. 
 

Satan’s lies and traps can be deadly if we fall into 
them. But I believe Satan feels the weakest when 
members of the church come together to get open 
and honest with each other, when the church is look-
ing to truly help, and those that are struggling move 
past their guilt and shame to finally ask for the help 
they need.  
 

It is time that we stop letting Satan have his way with 
us. The path to purity can be a long one but it is 
much easier with the love of a friend to pick you up 
when you have fallen and get you back on the right 
path.  
 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12: “Two people are better off than 
one, for they can help each other succeed. If one 
person falls, the other can reach out and help. But 
someone who falls alone is in real trouble. Like-
wise, two people lying close together can keep each 
other warm. But how can one be warm alone? A 
person standing alone can be attacked and defeat-
ed, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer. 
Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is 
not easily broken.” NLT 
 
Psalm 101:2-4:  “I will be careful to live a blameless 
life—when will you come to help me?  I will lead a 
life of integrity in my own home. I will refuse to 
look at anything vile and vulgar. I hate all who deal 
crookedly; I will have nothing to do with them. I 
will reject perverse ideas and stay away from every 
evil.” NLT 

PRAYERS 
 

Peggy Burnett will have hip replacement surgery 
on October 20th. 
 
Eddie Taylor will have surgery  September 18th, in 
St. Bernards. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Sherman Cullum, Viv-
ian Wilson, Leonard Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, 
Roy & Patty Stevenson, Doris Vanaman, Betty 
Andrews, Jerry Roark, Sherrie Cullum, R.W. & 
Betty Gibson, Terry Staggs, Cassie Parish, Johnita 
Burnett, Judith Stevenson, Gary Davis, Danny 
Jackson, Leslie Mosley,  Jarrett Moore,  Belle 
Jones, Kendal Baker, Jerry Cotton, Lee Cullum, 
Sam Malone, Ruby Hood, Zachery Frazier, Kelsey 
McIllwain, Rick Armstrong, J.P. Jones, Kathy Pul-
ley, Jerry Dallas, Bonnie Gooding, David Mere-
dith. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory) 
 

Military:  Andrew Esquivel 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Bonnie 
Phipps who passed away. 
 
Sympathy  is extended to the family of Rick Harri-
son who passed away. 
 

*********************** 
 
Change for Children Cans need to be turned in by 
Saturday, September 27th.  Children's Home in 
Paragould have homecoming that day. 
 
Children’s Home Truck will run Monday, Septem-
ber 29th.  Please have your supplies in.  These in-
clude lasagna noodles, sweetened condensed milk, 
sugar, non-aerosol deodorant, salad dressings, & 
hair gel/mousse. 

 
Character is the result of two things: Mental 
attitude and the way we spend our time. 
 
Nothing is as good as it seems beforehand. 
 

Now we all know the story of Samson ends as a 
wonderful story of redemption, but sadly many 
people today that have been caught up in this 
same cycle of sin and lust do not have the same 
ending.   
 

Just like with Samson, Satan sets traps for us, he 
lies to us, all in the hopes that we too will walk 
away from God. 
 

There are at least three traps or lies that Satan 
uses when lust and pornography are concerned. 
 

“I am the only one dealing with this.”  When 

Satan whispers in our ear that we are the only one 
that is dealing with lust and pornography, we do 
the dumbest thing we could ever do - we listen!   
 

The only way that we can get around this lie is by 
clearing the air, by talking about it openly. The 
only way to end this lie is by getting open and 
honest with ourselves and our loved ones.   
 

James 5:16 - “Confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed…” NLT  
 

But in all honesty, this sin will always feel like it 
weighs more than others because of the sexual 
nature of it.  Our sexual side is something that in 
most cases should be kept behind closed doors, 
but when it turns into sin, and especially a sin that 
has this type of addictive properties, it needs to be 
talked about. After all, we are quick to talk about 
foul language and pounce on the sin of homosexu-
ality, but for some reason we don’t talk about por-
nography.  
 

The fact is, there are more people dealing with the 
sin of lust, which pornography is designed to cre-
ate and fan in the human heart, than there are 
those who don’t! 
 

Matthew 5:27-28: “You have heard the command-
ment that says, ‘You must not commit adultery.’ 
But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman 
with lust has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.” 
 
Job 31:1 - “I made a covenant with my eyes not 
to look with lust at a young woman.”  NLT 


