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Praying in the Name of Jesus 

 

“When you pray, I mean sincerely pray, God acts!” 

 

What really is the secret of all power in prayer? Over and over again in the Scriptures we read, “In My name,” “In 

Jesus’ name” or “In His name.”   

 

Many verses stress the use of His name: Ephesians 5:20 – “And give thanks for everything to God the Father in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   

 

Acts 3:6 – “But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you, but I’ll give you what I have. In the name of 

Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!”   

 

Colossians 3:17 – “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through Him.”   

 

John 14:12-14: “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 

greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that I will 

do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” 
 

John 15:16 – “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 

and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” 

 

John 16:23-24: “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the 

Father in My name He will give you. Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, 

that your joy may be full.” 

 

What does it mean to ask/pray in the name of Jesus?  John 15:1-6: “I am the true vine, and My Father is the 

vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He 

prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to 

you.
 
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you, unless you abide in Me.
 
“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears 

much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and 

is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.” 

 

I. Abiding in Jesus 

  

To pray in the name of Jesus, we must abide in Jesus; to do that we must first get into Jesus (which means we are 

saved). We do this when we obey the gospel.   When we obey the gospel, we are placed “in Christ,” a phrase Paul 

used 159 times to describe a Christian’s position in Christ:  

 

Galatians 3:26-27: “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”   

 

Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 

according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” 

 

Ephesians 1:7 – “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 

of His grace.”   
 

Every saved person is in Christ. Once we are saved “in Christ” – then we start “abiding.” 
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II. Remaining in Christ 

 

After we obey the gospel and we are “in Christ,” we must then abide or remain in Jesus in order to pray in the name 

of Jesus.   

 

The word abide is from the Greek word meno.  It means to remain, continue, dwell, or stay put. We do this by 

remaining faithful to God all the days of our lives.   

 

Revelation 2:10 – “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 
 

God will never fail to keep His promise, but we must meet the condition. Failure to abide in Him is why prayers 

are not answered. 
 

“If you want that splendid power in prayer, you must remain in loving, living, lasting, conscious, practical, abiding 

union with the Lord Jesus Christ.” C. H. Spurgeon  

 

“He who has learned to pray has learned the greatest secret of a holy and happy life.”  William Law 

 

“Therefore, whether the desire for prayer is on you or not, get to your closet at the set time; shut yourself in with 

God; wait upon Him; seek His face; realize Him; pray.”  R. F. Horton 

 

“Time spent alone with God is not wasted.  It changes us; it changes our surroundings; and every Christian who 

would live the life that counts, and who would have power for service must take time to pray.”  M.E. Andross 

 

“Shut the world out, withdraw from all worldly thoughts and occupations, and shut yourself in alone with God, to 

pray to Him in secret. Let this be your chief object in prayer, to realize the presence of your heavenly Father.” 

 Andrew Murray 

“Each time, before you intercede, be quiet first, and worship God in His glory. Think of what He can do, and how 

He delights to hear the prayers of His redeemed people. Think of your place and privilege in Christ, and expect 

great things!” Andrew Murray  

 

“If you desire to pray, and I mean truly pray, then you can depend on this - the devil will not leave you alone. He 

will molest you, tantalize you, block you, and do everything he possibly can to hinder you.” 

 

“The essence of prayer does not consist in asking God for something but in opening our hearts to God, in speaking 

with Him, and living with Him in perpetual communion. Prayer is continual abandonment to God. Prayer does not 

mean asking God for all kinds of things we want; it is rather the desire for God Himself, the only Giver of Life. 

Prayer is not asking, but union with God. Prayer is not a painful effort to gain from God help in the varying needs 

of our lives. Prayer is the desire to possess God Himself, the Source of all life. The true spirit of prayer does not 

consist in asking for blessings, but in receiving Him who is the giver of all blessings, and in living a life of 

fellowship with Him.” Sadhu Sundar Singh 

 

This morning, are you abiding in Christ?  You must understand that, like the branch, it is possible to be cut off, cast 

forth, and burned. You may become a Christian and then fall away from God because you become unfaithful to Him 

and quit abiding in Him!  To find out, let’s take a test: 

 

Do you really hunger for the things of God? Matthew 5:6 - “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be filled.”  

 

Psalm 42:1-2: “As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God.”  My soul thirsts for 

God, for the living God…”  
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Do you enjoy studying the Bible and praying? (Psalm 119:105 - “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 

path”). 
 

Do you come to worship but then don’t worship - don’t enjoy being here, don’t want to be here, don’t sing in your 

heart, don’t pay attention to the prayers, don’t pray yourself, you mentally fall asleep during the sermon, you give out 

of habit or grudgingly, you partake of the Lord’s Supper without discerning the Lord’s body and blood! 

 

Are you a clock watcher who is eager to get it over with so you can get back to something you consider a lot more 

enjoyable? 

 

Are you ashamed of Jesus when you are around non-Christians?  

 

Mark 8:38 – “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the 

Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” 
 

Do you get tired of doing church work? Galatians 6:9 – “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due 

season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”   

 

1 Corinthians 15:58 – “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 
 

Do you want the church to be more social and less spiritual in what it does? 

 

Are you less concerned about the salvation of your own soul than I am? 

 

When we don’t fear our temptations; when we commit sins regularly without being alarmed; when it is easier to see 

the shortcomings in others rather than in ourselves; when it takes a lot of preaching to get us to do something for 

Jesus; when we are not concerned over the unsaved condition of our neighbors and friends and are not trying to win 

them to Jesus; when it is easier to find an excuse for not doing what we should do; we have a problem – we are 

backslidden and no longer abiding in Christ! 

 

III. If My words abide in you 

 

John 15:7 – “If you abide in Me (remain in Me), and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and 

it shall be done for you.” 

 

This is the second condition that must be met if our prayers are to be answered. We must study God’s word, devour 

His word, and let them sink into our thoughts and hearts (“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom…” Colossians 3:16).   
 

We must also obey them constantly in our lives, letting them shape and mold our daily lives and our every act. Jesus 

said “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63).   

 

Many wonder why they are so powerless in prayer, but the very simple explanation of it all is found in their neglect of 

the words of Christ. They have not hidden His words in their heart. They do not abide in them. Just reading the Bible 

is not enough. We must learn to meditate on God’s word, we must roll His words over and over in our minds, we 

must make God’s word a living reality in our hearts.  
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IV. In the name of Jesus 

 

Philippians 2:9-11: “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every 

name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those 

under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.”  
 

Jesus has the most powerful name in the universe, and He has given every Christian the right to use His name in every 

situation! We pray to God the Father, in the name of Jesus or through Jesus the Son, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 

for He is our access to the Father (John 14:6).  Without Jesus as our intercessor, we cannot approach the Father, for 

we are separated from Him by spiritual death, which occurred at the fall.  

 

However, praying in the name of Jesus involves much more than merely saying “In Jesus Name” at the end of our 

prayers.  This isn’t a magic formula that guarantees us that we will get whatever we ask for.  Praying in Jesus’ name 

is a way of life, the Christian life.  I am convinced that many of us have ended our prayers with “In Jesus’ name” 

without really praying in His name. If we are not abiding in Jesus, it doesn’t matter what words we “say.”   

 

A wrong prayer cannot be made right by saying certain words (1 Peter 3:12 – “The eyes of the Lord watch over 

those who do right, and his ears are open to their prayers. But the Lord turns his face against those who do 

evil”). 

 

However, I believe that we should always say this or some equivalent, especially when praying in public. The Bible 

teaches us how to pray, what to say/think/feel/believe in our prayers (The Lord’s Prayer) to remind ourselves about 

who made it all possible!  

 

Through the words that we say, we are teaching others, especially younger Christians, and we are reminding 

ourselves, that Jesus is the mediator between God and man; that Jesus is the Son of God, the God-man, fully God and 

fully man who died for our sins; that Jesus is the only one Who can bring reconciliation to us with God; that Jesus, 

because of our sins, suffered the worst event in the history of the world in order to achieve the greatest thing that 

every happened – our salvation; that Jesus being crucified on the cross is the worst thing that ever happened in the 

world, yet it happened to the best person that ever lived.   

 

So to pray our prayers in the name of Jesus helps us to remember that its not about us! 1 Timothy 2:5-6: “For there 

is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. He gave his 

life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right time.” 

 

 

“The praying Christian always finds God, and God finds him!” 

 

Are you praying in the name of Jesus? 

 


