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Persecuted 

 

How many of you want to be happy/blessed?  How many of you want to be persecuted?  It sounds like a contradiction 

in terms, yet in Matthew 5:10, Jesus joined happiness and persecution:  

 

Matthew 5:10–12: “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for 

My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.” NKJV 

 

I. Persecution is inevitable 

 

In our text Jesus teaches us two things. The first is that persecution is inevitable, so don’t be surprised when it 

happens – be prepared for it: John 15:19-21: “The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, 

but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. Do you remember 

what I told you? ‘A slave is not greater than the master.’ Since they persecuted me, naturally they will 

persecute you. And if they had listened to me, they would listen to you. They will do all this to you because of 

me, for they have rejected the one who sent me.” NLT 

 

Jesus clearly teaches us that a faithful child of God who is trying to live right and be like Jesus will suffer/cannot 

avoid persecution in this life! 

 

Acts 14:21-22: “After preaching the Good News in Derbe and making many disciples, Paul and Barnabas 

returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia, where they strengthened the believers. They encouraged 

them to continue in the faith, reminding them that we must suffer many hardships to enter the Kingdom of 

God.” NLT 

 

Philippians 1:29 – “For you have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of 

suffering for Him.” NLT 

 

2 Timothy 3:12 – “Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” 

NLT 

 

Why is persecution inevitable for those who desire to live godly? Because the forces of evil are constantly at war 

against the forces of righteousness! Anybody who refuses to yield to the devil can expect rough treatment at his 

hands.  
 

Ephesians 6:10–12: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 

spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” NKJV 

 

II. Forms of persecution 

 

To help His followers prepare for persecution, Jesus reminded them that the prophets were also persecuted in the 

same way (Matthew 5:12 – “…remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way” NLT).  He 

also told them what some of the forms of persecution would be: 

 

Matthew 5:11 - “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of Me.” NIV 
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Luke 6:22 - “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as 

evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.” NASB 
 

In these two passages, Jesus listed at least five types of persecution. 

 

Hatred!  King  Ahab  of  Israel  said  regarding Micaiah the prophet, 2 Chronicles 18:7 - “…I hate him, for he 

never prophesies good concerning me but always evil…” NASB 
 

Why do people hate Christians?  For the same reason they hated the prophets and Jesus!  John 7:6-7: “Jesus replied, 

“Now is not the right time for me to go, but you can go anytime. The world can’t hate you, but it does hate me 

because I accuse it of doing evil.” NLT That would change when the disciples began preaching against the sin and 

evil in the world! 

 

Ostracism! In Luke 6:22, Jesus spoke of a time when men will “ostracize you” (NASB).  This means to “be 

excluded from the group, etc.”  The KJV has “they shall separate you from their company.” Because of their 

unpopularity, prophets like Elijah sometimes had to live in isolation (1 Kings 17:1–7).  Many Christians were 

ostracized from society. They could not conscientiously participate in the pagan-oriented feasts of that day. Many of 

them lost their jobs. Some who became Christians were ostracized from their families: Matthew 10:34-36: “Don’t 

imagine that I came to bring peace to the earth! I came not to bring peace, but a sword. ‘I have come to set a 

man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. Your 

enemies will be right in your own household!’” NLT 

 

One purpose of Christ’s coming was “to bring peace on the earth,” but He knew that the gospel would not bring 

peace to every home. In certain homes, it would actually split the home because those who would not accept the 

gospel would be antagonistic towards those who did.  

 

Even in America, where people value religious freedom, ostracism occurs, especially Christian teenagers who desire 

acceptance by their peers but often find themselves “on the outside” because they refuse  to  go  along  with  the  

crowd  (Exodus 23:2a – “You must not follow the crowd in doing wrong…”). NLT 

 

Insults! In 1 Kings 18:17, King Ahab called Elijah the “troublemaker of Israel.” Notice, however, Elijah’s 

response: 1 Kings 18:18 - “I have made no trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “You and your family are the 

troublemakers, for you have refused to obey the commands of the Lord and have worshiped the images of Baal 

instead.” NLT 

 

If you refuse to compromise your convictions regarding God’s Word, you, too, may be called a troublemaker. 

 
Jesus Himself was insulted. His enemies called Him “a glutton and a drunkard” (Matthew 11:19), and said “He’s 

demon possessed and out of his mind” (John 10:20). If Jesus was insulted, we should not be surprised if we are.  

 

Slander and misrepresentation! Matthew’s account has “falsely say all kinds of evil against you,” while Luke has 

“scorn your name as evil.” When one tries to do right, it is not uncommon for others to misrepresent him. When 

Joseph refused to commit adultery with Potiphar’s wife, she said he had tried to seduce her (Genesis 39:6b–18). 

When Daniel continued to pray to God, other government officials accused him of disloyalty to the king of Babylon 

(Daniel 6:1–15).  

 

James 2:7 – “Do they not blaspheme that noble name (Christian) by which you are called?” NKJV 

 
If you insist on doing Bible things in Bible ways, you may be called “narrow-minded” or “legalistic” or even 

“bigoted” or “hateful.” Misrepresentation can hurt, but do not forget that Jesus said: Luke 6:26 - “Woe to you 

when all men speak well of you, for their fathers used to treat the false prophets in the same way.” NASB 
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There is nothing wrong with a congregation having a good reputation in the community. However, if our good 

reputation is more important to us than standing for the truth, our emphasis is wrong.  

 

Unrestrained  persecution!  Matthew’s account uses the words “persecute” or “persecuted” three times. This is 

from a word which means “to pursue.” 

 

The term refers to “those who are harassed, hunted, spoiled, destroyed,” like wild beasts pursued by hunters. Early 

Christians must have often felt like “beasts pursued by hunters” as their property was taken away, as they were 

imprisoned and tortured, and as many of them were killed. 

 

Jeremiah was beaten (Jeremiah 20:2), Hanani was cast into prison (2 Chronicles 16:7,10), and Zechariah was stoned 

(2 Chronicles 24:21). According to Jewish tradition, Isaiah was put in a hollow log and sawn in two (Hebrews 

11:37). 
 

The apostles also suffered persecution and death. James was the first to die, killed by Herod’s sword about 44 A.D. 

(Acts 12:1-2). John was banished to the isle of Patmos (Revelation 1:9).   We cannot be sure what happened to the 

other apostles, but here are some human traditions regarding their deaths: 

 

 Peter was crucified upside down in Rome. 

 Andrew was martyred on a cross at Edessa. 

 Philip was scourged, thrown into prison, and then crucified at Hierapolis. 

 Bartholomew was beaten and then crucified. 

 Thomas was killed with a spear in India. 

 Matthew was killed with a sword in Ethiopia. 

 James the son of Alphaeus was martyred in Egypt. 

 Thaddeus was crucified. 

 Simon Zelotes was crucified. 

 Matthias was stoned and then beheaded. 

 Paul was beheaded at Rome. 

 

The early Christians suffered long and terribly for their refusal to deny their faith.  The Roman emperor Nero had 

Christians sewn into skins of wild beasts and then turned dogs on them. He had them dressed in shirts made stiff with 

wax, tied them to stakes, and burned them.  

 

Nero also used burning Christians as torches to furnish light for his feasts. The emperor Domitian decreed “that no 

Christian, once brought before the tribunal, should be exempted from punishment without renouncing his 

religion.”  
 

To be a Christian in the Roman Empire during that bloody era was to live in jeopardy every day.  Churches like 

Smyrna were targeted for persecution, and they were treated very harshly! 

 

Eusebius, the first church historian, described how Christians in Smyrna were physically treated - “Those standing 

around were struck with amazement, at seeing them lacerated with scourges, to their very blood and arteries, so 

that now the flesh concealed in the very inmost parts of the body was exposed to view.  They then were laid upon 

conch shells from the sea, and on sharp heads and points of spears on the ground, and after passing through every 

kind of punishment and torment, were at last thrown as food to wild beasts.”  

 

Some Christians were strapped on the rack, a wheel about two feet wide and eight feet tall.  Their ankles would be 

chained to the floor and wrists tied to the wheel.  Every time the believer was asked to deny the Lord and refused, the 

rack was tightened until he was ripped from limb to limb.   
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Other Christians were thrown into boiling oil, or slowly broiled over fires, children were brutally murdered in front of 

parents, parents were murdered in front of children, some were cut in little pieces while bleeding to death, poisoned, 

raped, hung up on hooks, thrown off of cliffs, skinned alive, starved to death, placed in sacks with poisonous snakes. 

Christians often had their property confiscated, even when they were allowed to keep their property, they were 

generally not allowed to buy or sell in the marketplace.   

 

Even today, Christians are the most persecuted group in the world. Persecution is on the rise because of Communism, 

the expansion of Islamic and Hindu extremism, and because of the anti-Christ spirit that is prevalent throughout the 

world. Literally hundreds of thousands of people every year today are being killed, brutalized, sold as slaves, 

imprisoned, tortured, threatened, discriminated against and arrested solely because they claim to be Christians.  

 

Hebrews 13:3 – “Remember those in prison, as if you were there yourself. Remember also those being 

mistreated, as if you felt their pain in your own bodies.” NLT 

 

Jesus specifically tells us that we will be hated and persecuted by those who do not know Him. Though we haven’t 

faced physical persecution in America yet, we do face slander and discrimination and hatred and ridicule and insults 

and being ostracized, even in our own families. 

 

But it is important to note that we are increasingly being painted as the troublemakers in our land. There are forces at 

work in our culture that could eventually bring us to the kind of persecution the Christians in Smyrna faced.  

Regardless of what form it may take, if you are faithful to the Lord, persecution is inevitable.  

 

1 Peter 4:19 – “So if you are suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep on doing what is right, and trust 

your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail you.” NLT 

 

Romans 8:34-36: “Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for 

us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us. Can anything ever separate us 

from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or 

hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are 

killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.” NLT 

 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9: “We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but 

not driven to despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are 

not destroyed.” NLT 

 

2 Timothy 3:11 - “You know how much persecution and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I 

was persecuted in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra—but the Lord rescued me from all of it.” NLT 

 

1 Peter 2:21 – “For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is 

your example, and you must follow in his steps.” NLT 

 

 

III. You can still be happy 

 

A second message of our text is that, in spite of the inevitability of persecution, you can rejoice and be happy. Jesus 

said, “Rejoice and be glad.” In Luke 6:23a, He said, “Be glad in that day and leap for joy.”  NASB 

 

John 16:33 – “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will
 
have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” NKJV 

 

Acts 5:41 – “The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had counted them worthy to suffer disgrace 

for the name of Jesus.” NLT 
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Acts 16:25 – “Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 

prisoners were listening.” NLT 

 

2 Corinthians 12:8-10: “Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. Each time he said, “My grace 

is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ can work through me. That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” NLT 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:3-6: “Dear brothers and sisters, we can’t help but thank God for you, because your faith is 

flourishing and your love for one another is growing. We proudly tell God’s other churches about your 

endurance and faithfulness in all the persecutions and hardships you are suffering. And God will use this 

persecution to show his justice and to make you worthy of his Kingdom, for which you are suffering. In his 

justice he will pay back those who persecute you.” NLT 

 

James 1:2-5: “Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an opportunity for great 

joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when 

your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. If you need wisdom, ask 

our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking.” NLT 

 
1 Peter 3:14 – “But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be 

afraid of their threats.” NLT 

 

1 Peter 4:12-16: “Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something 

strange were happening to you. Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his 

suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world.
 
So be 

happy when you are insulted for being a Christian, for then the glorious Spirit of God rests upon you.
 
If you 

suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or prying into other people’s affairs. But 

it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege of being called by his name!” NLT 

 

The primary reason for rejoicing when persecution comes is what we are promised if we endure:  

 

Matthew 5:12 - “…great is your reward in heaven… NKJV 

 

Luke 6:22-23: “What blessings await you when people hate you and exclude you and mock you and curse you 

as evil because you follow the Son of Man. 
 
When that happens, be happy! Yes, leap for joy! For a great reward 

awaits you in heaven. And remember, their ancestors treated the ancient prophets that same way.” NLT 

 

IV.  Conclusion 

 

In this life our reward is sufficient and our needs are met, but in heaven our reward shall be great. Even if you suffer 

the loss of all things, you can know that God has a place prepared for you in heaven! Regardless of what we face, here 

is what God expects: 

 

Revelation 14:12 - “…God’s holy people must endure persecution patiently, obeying his commands and 

maintaining their faith in Jesus.” NLT 

 


