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Peacemakers 

 

It has been said that out of the last 4000 years there has only been 300 years of peace on the planet. In every 

generation, strangers kill strangers, neighbors kill neighbors, brothers kill brothers, religious factions try to destroy 

each other, nations try to destroy other nations, churches split, and families break up.  Man is continually striving 

against his fellow man. Anger, bitterness, envy, and hatred are just a few of the reasons there are daily murders and 

constant war.  

 

I. The Divine Peacemaker 

 

God hates strife and loves peace. He is called “the God of peace” (Romans 15:33). He created a world which was 

filled with peace until sin brought disharmony and death. To restore peace, He sent “His only begotten Son,” into 

this sin-sick, turbulent world (John 3:16). 

 

It was prophesied that Christ would be the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). His birth was heralded with the phrase 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14).  

 

Shortly before He died, Jesus told His disciples, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you…” (John 

14:27a). Through His death He brought peace both to Jews (those near) and to Gentiles (those far away). 

 

Ephesians 2:13-17: “But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but 

now you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. For Christ himself has brought peace to 

us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of 

hostility that separated us. He did this by ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations. He 

made peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups. Together as 

one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward 

each other was put to death. He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, 

and peace to the Jews who were near.” NLT 

 

In spite of everything God has done for us, our world is tearing itself apart.  That’s why if there ever was a passage 

more needed by our age, it is this beatitude:  

 

Matthew 5:9 – “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” NKJV 

 

Matthew 5:9 – “God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.” NLT 

 

II. Blessed are the peacemakers 

 

What is involved in being a peacemaker? The word “peacemaker” combines the root word for “peace” (eirene) 

with a word that means “to make.”  “Eirene” refers to “the sense of rest and contentment that comes as a result of 

harmonious relationships.”  
 

The corresponding Hebrew word is shalom, which always means “everything which makes for a man’s highest 

good.”  

 

When we hear the term “peacemaker,” a variety of scenes may come to mind - a mother settling an argument 

between her children, a teacher breaking up a scuffle on the school ground, men and women sitting around a table at 

an international peace conference. Cops like sheriff’s are called “peace officers” because they are responsible for 

maintaining civil peace. 
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The word for “peace” means “the absence of war.” This is true for nations, for the church, for our families, and 

especially for our relationship with God! 

 

The word also carries the idea of “unity” or “oneness.” Where there is true peace, there is no division, only unity. 

Peace brings harmony.  

 

To achieve peace we must get rid of all the reasons why we wage war (hate, anger, rage, envy).  Ephesians 4:31-32: 

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. Instead, be 

kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.” NLT 
 

So to have outward peace, there must first be inward peace, because we cannot give what we do not have. This begins 

with us making peace with God and ourselves by dealing with our sin and guilt!  So to be a “peacemaker,” we must 

have peace with God and the peace of God in our hearts!  

 

III. Peace with God 

 

Peace in the world must begin with peace in the heart, and peace in the heart begins with peace with God. Isaiah 

wrote, “‘There is no peace,’ says my God, ‘for the wicked’” (Isaiah 57:21). To have peace with God, we must 

surrender our will to His through our obedience to His gospel.  

 

Before we obey God, we are at war with Him.  James 4:4 – “…Don’t you realize that friendship with the world 

makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an 

enemy of God.” NLT  

 

 

Acts 2:36-38: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 

the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let 

every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit.” NKJV 

 

After we obey God, we are at peace with Him:  Romans 5:1 – “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…” NKJV 

 

There can be no peace until we are at peace with the One who created us. Only God can bring about the change of 

heart that we so desperately need. Only God can forgive the sins that separate us from Him.  Only through the 

presence and the power of the Holy Spirit can we have true peace that is everlasting! 

 

Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” NKJV 

 

Then and only then will the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, guard our hearts and minds: 

 

Philippians 4:4-7: “Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! Let everyone see that you are 

considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon. Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray 

about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s 

peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in 

Christ Jesus.” NLT 
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IV. Making Peace  

 

Being at peace with God should encourage us to do our best to live at peace with others. Jesus told His followers to 

“…have peace with one another” (Mark 9:50). Paul wrote, “…live in peace; and the God of love and peace will 

be with you” (2 Corinthians 13:11). 

 

In Romans 14:19 Paul used a phrase that fascinates me: “Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace 

and the things by which one may edify another.” NKJV 

 

If you made a list of things which “make for peace” and things which “break the peace,” what would you include 

in your list?   

 

 Loving others makes for peace - an uncaring attitude breaks the peace. 

 Kindness makes for peace - harshness breaks the peace. 

 Helping others makes for peace - ignoring the needs of others breaks the peace. 

 Following the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12) makes for peace – not caring about how we treat others breaks 

the peace. 

 Having a strong desire for harmony makes for peace - having a quarrelsome attitude invariably breaks the 

peace.  

 Being lovable and approachable makes for peace - being unreceptive toward others breaks the peace. 

 Having the courage to go to others when we offend or are offended (Matthew 5:23, 24; 18:15) promotes 

peace - failing to do so encourages division. 

 Returning good for evil (Romans 12:20-21) makes for peace - seeking revenge destroys all hope of peace.  

 

The Lord did not promise to bless peace-lovers (commendable) or peace-talkers (needed), but peacemakers 

(blessed). 

 

2 Timothy 2:22 – “Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, 

faithfulness, love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.” NLT 

 

Hebrews 12:14 – “Work at living in (pursue) peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life, for those who 

are not holy will not see the Lord.” NLT 

 

1 Peter 3:11 – “Turn away from evil and do good. Search for peace, and work to maintain it.” NLT 

 

A peacemaker is one that pursues peace, works at peace, searches for peace, lives and communicates the message of 

peace in Jesus. Why, because they know peace is not found anywhere else.  

 

God has not promised to bless those who believe in “peace at any price,” those who avoid trouble at all costs. 

Instead of facing potential trouble and dealing with it, they ignore it and hope that it will go away on its own. It 

usually does not, and they end up instead with a bigger problem than they started with (Hitler/false teachers in the 

church). We have to face problems and deal with them even when it is unpleasant to do so.  

 

V. Peace in the church 

 

God loves peace in the church, He wants His people to get along and be united: Psalm 133:1 – “How wonderful and 

pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony!” NLT 

 

John 17:20-21: “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through 

their message. I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in 

you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.” NLT 
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1 Corinthians 1:10 – “I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in 

thought and purpose.” NLT 

 

Ephesians 4:3 – “Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with 

peace.” NLT 

 

Philippians 1:27 – “Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of 

the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that 

you are standing together with one spirit and one purpose, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good 

News.” NLT 

 

But, as you know, some people in the church are willing to disrupt peace in order to accomplish an evil desire. James 

3:16 – “For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every 

kind.” NLT 

 

Proverbs 6:16-19: “These six things the Lord hates,  yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, a 

lying tongue,  hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running 

to evil, a false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren.” NKJV 

 

Whenever peace is shattered and discord occurs, you will always find one or more people who are selfish and 

determined to have their own way - the heart of the problem. Romans 16:17-18: “And now I make one more 

appeal, my dear brothers and sisters. Watch out for people who cause divisions and upset people’s faith by 

teaching things contrary to what you have been taught. Stay away from them. Such people are not serving 

Christ our Lord; they are serving their own personal interests. By smooth talk and glowing words they deceive 

innocent people.”   NLT 

 

There are many biblical illustrations of the importance of unselfishness in being peacemakers. For example, Abraham 

told his nephew Lot, Genesis 13:8 - “…Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my 

herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are brethren.” NKJV  

 
He then gave Lot his choice of the land (Genesis 13:9–12) even though the right of first choice was his own.  

 

Other examples could be given, but the ultimate example of an unselfish peacemaker is Jesus. Colossians 1:20 – 

“…and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on 

earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.” NLT 

 

As a peacemaker, rather than insisting on His rights, He gave up those rights to come to earth to make peace possible 

between God and humanity. 

 

Philippians 2:5–8: “You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not 

think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the 

humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled 

himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.” NLT 

 

Even if we do our best to live at peace with others, some will still refuse to be at peace with us. Romans 12:18 - “Do 

all that you can to live in peace with everyone.” NLT  
 

It is probably impossible to be at peace with everyone. We can only control one-half of a relationship - our half. 

However, let us do all we can to “be at peace with all men.” 
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VI. The result of peace 

 

The result of being a “peacemaker” is that we will be called “sons of God.”  

 

John 1:12 – “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who 

believe in His name…” NKJV 

 

In a sense we are already children of God — but the process of being “called sons/children” will not be complete 

until we are in heaven with our Father.  

 

Romans 8:23 – “And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of 

future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for 

the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised 

us.” NLT 

 

Regardless of whether we are talking about the here or the hereafter, it is difficult to imagine a more exciting promise: 

God will acknowledge us as His children, as His sons and daughters! 
 

VII. Conclusion 

 

Are you a peacemaker? Are you a son or daughter of God? Are you enjoying peace with God and with others?  

 

The opposite would be “Cursed are the troublemakers, for they shall be called sons of Satan.”   
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