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Appearances can be deceiving 

 

Counterfeiting is as old as the world. The government reprints money because with modern technology it is difficult 

for the experts to distinguish between real/fake.   

 

Counterfeiting doesn’t just exist with money/jewelry, but also with people.  How many times have you heard 

somebody say – “I thought I knew him/her?” and were talking about someone who acted one way but now is acting 

another. Sometimes it is hard to tell the difference between the real and the counterfeit, and it is getting more and 

more so every day.   

 

I am going to make a hard statement – “In the church of Jesus Christ there are people who are Christians in name 

only, look alike Christians – their names are on the membership roll, but they are counterfeits.”   
 

The parable of the sower teaches us that, so does the parable of the wheat and the tares. 

 

I. The parable of the wheat and the tares 

 

Matthew 13:24-30: “Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and 

sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares 

became evident also. The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your 

field? How then does it have tares?’ And he said to them, ‘An enemy has done this!’ The slaves said to him, ‘Do 

you want us, then, to go and gather them up?’ But he said, ‘No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you 

may uproot the wheat with them. Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I 

will say to the reapers, “First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the 

wheat into my barn.” 

 

II.  The field 

 

In this parable, a farmer sows his seed in the field, but an enemy comes in and sows seed that looks exactly like the 

wheat, a weed known as “tare,” or “darnel.”  Darnel is a poisonous plant related to wheat and virtually 

indistinguishable from it until the ears form. Back then if a farmer had an enemy, the enemy would sometimes come 

at night and sow the false seed as an act of revenge! This was such an insidious crime the Romans had a special 

punishment for this, because it could ruin the whole year’s livelihood for the farmer.   

 

A light infestation of darnel could be managed by careful weeding, but in the case of a heavy infestation, the stronger 

roots of the darnel would be tangled with those of the wheat, making selective weeding impossible.  The man’s 

servants wanted to pull up the tares, but he was knowledgeable enough to realize that could not be done without 

harming the wheat.  By that time, the roots of both plants would have been so intertwined that any effort to remove 

the tares would have uprooted the wheat as well. 

 

The landowner’s solution was a wise one.  He told the servants to let both the tares and the wheat continue to grow to 

maturity, at which time they would be separated by skilled reapers. Generally, tares are separated from wheat after the 

threshing process by spreading the grain out on a large tray where workers would pick out the darnel, which was 

slate-gray in color.  The tares would then be bound and burned, and the wheat would be gathered into the farmer’s 

barn. The wheat would be saved for milling, while the tares would be piled up and burnt. 
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Matthew 13:36-43: “Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, 

“Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” And He said, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son 

of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares 

are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; 

and the reapers are angels. So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of 

the age. The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling 

blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their 

Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 

 

III.   The two sowers and the two crops 

 

The two sowers are Jesus and Satan.  Jesus is the first sower, He owns the farm, He plants in the daylight without 

fear and hesitation, sowing good, real, precious seed.  Jesus first sows the seed called the Word of God.  The wheat is 

the good crop that is the product of the precious word of God. When the Word of God is received, believed and 

obeyed, it produces children of the kingdom - wheat. 

 

Satan is the second sower, but he doesn’t own the land, he is a usurper.  He is the enemy of the owner, he sneaks in 

under the cover of darkness and sows a cheap, worthless, look alike type of wheat seed that is in reality nothing but 

weeds, an imitation, a counterfeit.  These are the sons of the wicked one.  

  

The bad are sown among the good (the sons of the wicked one are mixed with the sons of God) and the difference is 

not always discernable – one is real and one is counterfeit.  

 

This intermingling is everywhere to include the kingdom, the church.  Though the tares are the sons of the wicked one 

and are lost, we don’t always know the difference between the two.  

 

IV.   The two questions 

 

“Where did the bad seed come from?” These are the same questions people have been asking for generations.  Why 

was the serpent allowed into the Garden of Eden; why was Judas allowed to be one of the original twelve; why was 

the early church nearly wrecked by false brethren; why does God allow sin and sorrow in the world today? Jesus said 

here that an enemy did it.  And this enemy is still active, after almost two thousand years of Christianity, still sowing 

tares in the field.   

 

“Do you want us to go down and pull up the bad seed?”  Jesus’ reply came in two parts.  First He refers to the 

growth of the darnel and the wheat.  As already mentioned, tares were noxious weeds called darnel, which grow 

abundantly in the Middle East. 

 

This particular variety may have been the bearded darnel, a poisonous rye grass that closely resembles wheat.  In its 

early development, it cannot be distinguished from wheat.   

 

In the unripe condition, wheat and darnel look alike, and to try and destroy the one would mean destroying the other, 

to separate the two would be beyond the wisdom of the servants. When it begins to head, the difference becomes very 

apparent to those who know the crop.   

 

Jesus says let both grow until the harvest, they won’t be mingled forever - the time of separation will come when 

angels, not men, will harvest the wheat into the barn but gather the tares into bundles to burn in the fire.  Why would 

Jesus want to wait?   
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Because there is a major difference between plants and people.  Weeds will always be weeds and wheat will always 

be wheat, but people can change. Because of the transforming power of God, weeds can become wheat. Counterfeit 

members of the church can become genuine members.  

 

Remember, all of us were weeds at one time, but if we are true Christians we have been changed from tares to wheat, 

translated out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of Christ.  Ephesians 5:8 – “For you were once 

darkness, now you are light in the Lord.” 

 

That’s why Jesus says let them both grow, let both good and evil exist for right now.  Let my children live in the 

midst of Satan’s children.  Let My people shine in the midst of darkness; let My own stand tall among the weeds of 

this world. Why?  So that we can bear fruit, be a witness, be a light, declare His marvelous deeds.   

 

In an immoral world those of us who make up the church of Christ must take a stand for right. This is done through 

the continual practice of New Testament Christianity in our daily living. Let the world see Christ in the lives of 

Christians as salt for a tasteless world and light for a world of darkness. You and I were placed on this earth for such a 

time as this, we are here to make a difference, to reach out.   

 

Matthew 5:13-16: “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it 

salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. “You are the light of the world—like a 

city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is 

placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out 

for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.” 

 

The parable of the wheat and tares teaches the same truth as the parable of the sower with a slightly different aspect. 

This parable presents the problem of evil and how evil is intermingled with good. We see this in all levels of society, 

all forms of government, in the home and we see it in the church.  

 

Many who are not Christians resemble those who are - they go to church, pray, read their Bible like Christians, but 

they are “Counterfeit Christians,” or “hypocrites,” and they can and often do considerable damage to the spiritual 

health of the church.  No matter how we may legislate or separate or preach, the real and the counterfeit are always 

with us.  Good and evil are permanently woven together in human society. 

 

“Satan is not fighting churches – he is joining them!  He does more harm by sowing tares than by pulling up 

wheat! He accomplishes more by imitation than by outright opposition.” 

 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15: “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles 

of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his 

servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.” 

 

Jesus says the sons of God and the sons of the devil will both exist in the world until He comes back.  But He also 

says not to worry; God knows who His children are and who the counterfeits are.  Therefore, no one will be in hell by 

mistake, there will be no raw deals, if anyone is in hell, they did it to themselves. 

 

When the Lord returns for the harvest on the Day of Judgment, He will send His angels to gather out of His kingdom 

(the entire world in this case), all evil people (Matthew 16:27 – “For the Son of Man will come with his angels in 

the glory of his Father and will judge all people according to their deeds”).  

 

The wicked ones will be gathered up, including the wicked ones in the church and cast into the furnace of fire.  The 

wheat will be gathered into the barn but the tares will be burned with an unquenchable fire - the fire is the boiling lake 

of liquid fire.  

 



 

4 

Revelation 22:14-15: “Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter through the 

gates of the city and eat the fruit from the tree of life. Outside the city are the dogs—the sorcerers, the sexually 

immoral, the murderers, the idol worshipers, and all who love to live a lie.” 

 

Make no mistake, there will be no hypocrites, no counterfeit Christians in heaven! 

 

V.  Conclusion 

 

The church as found in the scriptures was a living body made up of souls who had been converted to Jesus. Those 

who made up the first century church were redeemed from sin by being washed in the blood of the Lamb.  God was 

real to these early Christians. Jesus Christ was literally their life.  

 

Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” 

(Galatians 2:20). 

 

These early Christians practiced Christianity. Today the church of Christ is plagued with “unpracticed Christian-

ity.” 

 

Unpracticed Christianity displeases the Lord. When a person “professes” Christianity but does not “practice” 

Christianity the name of God is blasphemed. Luke 6:46 – “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the 

things which I say?”  
 

Unpracticed Christianity brings damnation rather than salvation. Matthew 7:21 - “Not everyone who calls out 

to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in 

heaven will enter.” 
 

If you only hear the word of God, but fail in your practice you cannot expect salvation:  James 1:21-25: “So get rid 

of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the 

power to save your souls. But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are 

only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 

You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into the perfect law that 

sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.” 

 

A “do-nothing” Christianity is a curse to the church and a heartache to God. 

 

If you have no intention of listening and obeying, you won’t understand a word that was said.  The purpose of a 

parable was to hide the meaning from those who had no intention of listening/obeying, but to reveal the meaning to 

those who would – those who have ears to hear, let him hear!  Tares or wheat – which one are you?  

 

2 Corinthians 13:5 – “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know 

yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.”  
 

Psalm 139:23-24: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; and see if there is 

any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 

 


