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The Value of the Kingdom 

 
Since the beginning of time Satan has tried to cheapen human life: Joseph was sold for 20 shekels of silver, Esau sold 

his future for a bowl of soup, Jesus was betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. Of the 20,000 inhabitants of Pompei, 2000 

died when Mt Vesuvius exploded in 70 BC, burying the city in several feet of ash. Archaeologists found one woman 

in recent years who obviously loved her jewelry more than anything else in the world.  She decided to escape by boat 

on the sea, but she stayed a little too long - long enough to collect her jewelry, as much as she could carry! She had 

rings on every finger, hands full of pearls, diamonds, rubies, sapphires, gold earrings; the value of her jewelry was 

hundreds of thousands of dollars by today’s standards.  She delayed too long and the fumes overcame her, she fell and 

died and was buried under the ashes.   

 

Jews at one time sacrificed their children to false gods - do you think that’s bad?  Every year 1.35 million babies are 

murdered and thrown away before they are born through an abominable procedure called abortion. There have been 

about 55 million babies murdered in America since 1973 – currently at 3700 each day; 50 million worldwide each 

year; and 1.5 billion since the end of WWII through a $250 outpatient procedure that you can pay for with check, cash, 

money order, visa or master charge, etc. 

 

But what is a human soul worth?  Marilyn Monroe once said that “In Hollywood they will pay you $50,000 for a kiss 

but 50 cents for your soul!”  Matthew 16:24-26:  “Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my 

follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to 

your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. And what do you benefit if 

you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul?” 

 

Only Jesus could ask this question because He alone knows the value of the whole earth.  He alone knows where 

every diamond, gold mine, silver mine is. He alone knows the value of all the jewels in the world.  He alone knows 

where the last drop of oil is, where the last lost treasure is.  He alone can stack up the world against the soul and 

say that the person who is willing to trade his soul for all the wealth in the world is a fool.      

 

That is why the parable of the treasure in the field has to do with the most important question of life – choosing to 

be saved:  

 

Matthew 13:44 - “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid 

again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 

 

In ancient times people didn’t have banks or bank vaults, so they would routinely bury their money and jewels and 

other valuables so it wouldn’t be stolen. They still do it in the Middle East in some places (grandpa).  Then when they 

needed something like food, etc., they would dig it up at night so no one could see where they kept it.   

 

Israel was littered with boxes of treasures, because people would bury their treasure, then they would die or be killed 

or carried off in war and the treasure would stay buried.  Palestine was located between Egypt and Mesopotamia 

(Assyria and Babylon) and was subject to invasion at any time. Invading armies passed through the land with great 

frequency. No plot of ground has been fought over more than Palestine.  

 

Many of the rich prepared for invasion by dividing their fortunes into three parts. One-third they used as operating 

capital. One-third they divided into jewels and other commodities that could be easily transported. These they grabbed 

and took with them as they fled from invaders. The final one-third they buried in the earth.  

 

This became their operating capital when the battle was over and they returned. Sometimes, however, they did not 

return, leaving hidden treasures in the earth all over Palestine.  The rulers came up with a simple rule, if you bought 

land and found money or treasure - finders keepers!   
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When this parable is studied, several lessons stand out clearly.   

 

First, Jesus tells us that the kingdom of heaven is the most wonderful of all treasures.  It is worth everything we could 

ever own and every effort we could ever make.  Few believe with all their hearts that the kingdom is a treasure.  In 

times of need, sickness, and death, people want Christ and His kingdom to be near.  During times like these, it is a real 

treasure – but if the kingdom is ever valuable, it is always valuable. 

 

Second, the man who finds the treasure makes the necessary sacrifice - will pay the price, whatever it is.  So it should 

be with all who seek the kingdom.  Discipleship demands denial:  

 

Mark 8:34-37:  “Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, 

you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you 

will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it. And 

what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your 

soul?” 

 

Third, the word “joy” must not be overlooked.  It is a key to the parable.  The man does not regret selling all that he 

has in order to get the field.  This is the kind of joy a person should have when he gives himself to Christ.  One who is 

genuinely converted does not grudgingly give up the past; he exchanges it for something far better.  

 

Do you suppose that man said, “What a sacrifice? I have to sell my donkey and my goat and my wife’s gaudy 

necklace in order to have the treasure. It’s too much?” Certainly not! I imagine he was grinning from ear to ear and 

that he was singing all the way as he went to sell his meager belongings. After all, he was getting so much more than 

he was giving! The key to giving all that we have in order to possess the treasure means that we have to understand 

the value of that treasure.  

 

The point - Jesus is saying that it is worth anything, everything, to enter and maintain a relationship with Him. That 

the kind of person who is in the kingdom of heaven is the one who is willing to sacrifice all that the world would give 

them to be with God.  They understand that the salvation of their souls is the most important issue in life – that 

nothing else even comes close, not jobs, money, etc.  They will not allow anything to get in the way between 

themselves and God.   

 

Jesus says to us all: “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). Compared with Jesus 

and the things of Jesus (including the church), the things of this life must become as nothing – anything that interferes 

with our spiritual lives is selfish and sinful and must be cast out of our lives. The kingdom of God must become the 

focus of our lives. The question is “Are you willing to make any sacrifice necessary to possess the kingdom of God? 

What is your soul worth to you?  What would you take in exchange for your soul?” 

 

Obviously, many in the world think the cost excessive. “We can’t make that kind of sacrifice!” they cry. “We have 

things we want to hold on to. We can’t give God our all!” If that is your decision, so be it, but consider this carefully 

- if you are unwilling to make that sacrifice, then you forfeit the opportunity to know what life is all about. You give 

up the hope of having deep inner joy and peace of mind. You turn your back on a life infinitely better than anything 

this world has to offer.  And you are turning your back on heaven – you are lost! 

 

Once there were two men who had known each other when they were boys. After many years, they were reunited. One 

was a humble Christian who owned very little of this world’s goods. The other had grown rich in pursuit of the things 

of this life. As they visited, they found they had something in common: both had lost a son.  
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As the rich man spoke of the death of his son, it was obvious that his life and dreams had revolved around his son. 

Tears came to his eyes as he said, “I had hoped my son would carry on the business. Now I don’t know what I will 

do. My life has fallen apart!”  

 

As the Christian spoke of the death of his son, he said, “My heart is broken, but though I miss him terribly, I know 

that he is in a better place. Now I live for the time I can go to him and we will be together again.”  

 

The rich man said to the Christian, “I would give everything I own to have a faith like yours.” The Christian replied 

softly, “That’s what it will cost you.” 

 

Are we willing to “sell all we have” to possess the treasure? To many people, this will seem unfair; but actually, 

nothing could be more fair.  

 

“God never asks for more than we have, but He does ask for all that we have.” The treasure is never put on a 

bargain table. It is never half-price. The cost is always the same - all you have! If you are willing to commit all that 

you are and all that you have to the Lord, the treasure - the blessings - can be yours!  

 

I.  The Pearl of Great Price 

 

Matthew 13:45-46: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one 

pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.” 

 

Pearls are considered valuable jewels today, but in Bible times they were considered even more precious. People not 

only liked to own them and look at them; they liked to handle and caress them. They liked to feel their smooth 

coolness and look into their milky depths. Pagans even worshipped pearls.  Cleopatra possessed two pearls so 

valuable they would each be worth millions of dollars today.  Pearls had a fascination for many that bordered on 

mysticism.  

 

In those days, pearls came from a few spots on the earth: from select areas of the Mediterranean Sea, from the Red 

Sea, from the Persian Gulf, and from Britain.  Many people died or ruined their health trying to get the oyster with the 

pearl.  It was risky, but the pearl was worth it.  A dealer in fine pearls was considered an important man with a 

matchless commodity. 

 

Pearls are unique among jewels. Most gems have been formed in the earth by heat and pressure over thousands of 

years, but pearls are being formed even as I speak. The pearl is the only gem produced from a living organism – the 

oyster, and is the only jewel formed through suffering.  A grain of sand gets inside an oyster’s shell. The sand irritates 

the oyster, so it secretes a thick, milky fluid that coats the grain with a thin film.  

 

The oyster is relieved until the film hardens. Then it again coats the irritating particle with fluid. This process 

continues for years until a pearl is formed.  

 

This man was looking for pearls, but not just any pearls. He was looking for “fine pearls,” the very best. Because of 

the way pearls are formed, a lot of variation occurs. Sometimes the pearl is not perfectly round. Sometimes the pearl is 

very small. Sometimes the color is not uniform. At the back of the merchant’s mind, however, he had an ideal - an 

image of something he never expected to find, but by which he compared all pearls - an image of the perfect pearl. 

Through handling thousands of pearls, his eyes and hands had become adept at identifying pearls with value. One day 

an amazing thing happened—the sort of thing that might happen once in a thousand lifetimes; he found his ideal, the 

perfect pearl! When he found the perfect pearl, he did not hesitate or haggle over the price. Instead, he went and sold 

all that he had, and bought it.  
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To the ancient people, a pearl was the loveliest of all possessions; so Jesus is saying that the Kingdom of Heaven is 

the loveliest thing in the world.  Jesus was emphasizing that the kingdom of heaven is a treasure - the most 

wonderful, most valuable, most precious treasure we could imagine, and we should be willing to do whatever it takes 

to possess it! 

 

In the previous parable, the man stumbled across the treasure. He was not looking for it; he was merely doing his job 

and accidentally found it. In this parable, the man was seeking.  There are those who stumble across the truth, who 

recognize it and gladly embrace it - and there are those who are searching for it. In John 3, Nicodemus came to Jesus 

searching for answers and found the Messiah.  

 

In John 4, a Samaritan woman came seeking water and stumbled across the truth about the Christ. In Acts 8, an 

Ethiopian nobleman was traveling along, reading his Bible, and seeking answers. In Acts 9, Saul was traveling along, 

seeking to destroy every Christian on the earth. By the end of their journeys, both had learned the truth about Jesus.  

 

Why do you attend worship services? Are you a seeker of truth? Do you come in because you want to worship God, 

learn about the kingdom, and go to heaven, or do you have some other reason for being here?  Do you understand how 

unbelievably valuable people are to God? 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 – “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could 

be made right with God through Christ.”   

 

When we become Christians and are “in Christ,” God puts to our account the very worth of His own Son - we are 

worth to God what Jesus is worth! To Jesus, we were worth dying for! 

 

So the question isn’t about what God thinks we are worth, the question is what we think Jesus is worth to our soul - is 

Jesus the pearl of great price to you? 

 

It has been said that the concept of hell is lost on this generation, and for the most part in the churches.  People just 

don’t want to hear about it and don’t want to believe it.  I heard the question asked – “Why would a loving God send 

someone to a burning hell?”  A loving God doesn’t want to, in fact, God has done everything He can to keep us out 

of hell – Jesus, the Bible, He begs, pleads - but a just God must allow people to suffer the consequences of their 

choice! 

 

C.S. Lewis – “Hell is locked from the inside – people go to hell because they don’t want God!”  People condemn 

themselves to hell because there are some things in this life they consider more valuable to them than their own souls. 

 


