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Parable of the Sower 

 

Matthew 13:1-3a: “That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. And large crowds gathered 

to Him, so He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach. And He spoke 

many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to sow…” 

 

Jesus is often referred to as The Master Teacher because He knew how to communicate truth in such a way that it 

would come alive in people’s hearts. One of His most effective teaching methods was His parables. What is a 

parable?   

 

The word parable (Greek ‘parabole’) is a compound word meaning “to throw alongside of.”  It is a comparison 

between “a familiar fact” and “a spiritual truth.”  Perhaps the most familiar definition is an earthly story with a 

heavenly meaning.   
 

Jesus told several parables but He said that the Parable of the Sower is the key to understanding all of the parables.  

If you understand this parable, you will know how to use the Bible better and how to share it with others.   

 

I. The Contents of the parable 

 

Matthew 13:3b – “…Behold, the sower went out to sow…” 

 

Most farmers grew their own seed.  The seed was stored in large bags which were also used for sowing the seed.  

When they sowed, they would sling these bags across their shoulders and walk through the prepared rows, casting 

handfuls of seed into the air as they went.  This method is called “broadcasting” the seed.   

 

When sowing in this manner, there was no way to know where the seed would fall. Some seed would fall upon the 

prepared ground, while other seed would fall upon the paths used for walking between the fields.  Still other seed 

would be blown into the bushes and shrubs that grew alongside the small plots of land.  However, the farmer knew 

that enough of the seed would fall onto the prepared ground.  Then under the right conditions, it would grow and 

provide a good crop for him.   

 

Matthew 13:4-9: “…and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 

Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because 

they had no depth of soil. But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they 

withered away. Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. And others fell on 

the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty! He who has ears, let him 

hear.” 

 

In this parable, Jesus uses the illustration of soils/seed to describe the hearts of people.  The seed is the Word of God 

(Luke 8:11 – “Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God”).  

 

The sower can represent any Christian who engages in spreading the Word of God. Jesus explains that there are four 

kinds of hearts in this world, and He identifies them according to the way they respond to the seed of God's word.   

 

The first is the hard heart: Matthew 13:4 - “…and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road (footpaths, side of 

the road, on the road); and the birds came and ate them up.” 

 

Matthew 13:18-19: “Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 

not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on 

whom seed was sown beside the road.” 
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In Palestine there were few fences and no walls to separate the small plots of ground. Piles of rocks were often used 

as boundary markers.  People walked on narrow paths between these fields.  Because it served as the pathway to and 

from work and was never cultivated, it became so hard that the seed could not penetrate it.  Since the seed was sown 

by hand, it would not be unusual for some of it to fall on this hard soil where it would lay on top of the ground, 

becoming easy prey for hungry birds. 

 

Jesus said this extremely hard soil represents those who do not understand God’s word, are indifferent, don’t want to 

hear about it, or do not care.  The word of God (seed) lays on the surface of their hearts and never sinks in. Satan sees 

it and, like a bird, swoops down and snatches it away. And just like that, it’s gone! It wasn’t the seed’s fault - it was 

the soil’s fault.  It was too hard.   

 

This does not mean that they are unable to understand, but that they are unwilling to understand. These people 

simply refuse to be persuaded by the gospel. They refuse to believe, refuse to repent, refuse to be baptized, refuse to 

take up their cross and follow Jesus. Their hearts remain completely closed. Some can hear the gospel year after year 

and remain totally unaffected. They may be religious and be regular at church but the truth never fills their souls. 

 

The second type of heart is the shallow heart.  Matthew 13:5-6: “Others fell on the rocky places (thin rocky 

ground, on shallow soil with underlying rock, stony), where they did not have much soil; and immediately they 

sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because 

they had no root, they withered away.” 

 

Matthew 13:20-21: “The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word 

and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when 

affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away.” 

 

At the time of Christ, with the exception of certain plains and areas along the Jordan River and the Sea of Galilee, it 

was difficult to find enough soil to plant a crop, because in many places a thin layer of soil covered ledges of 

limestone rock.   

 

Where the soil is thin, the plant will grow fast but the roots can’t go very deep. No roots means no water!  The plants 

would spring up quickly but would then be scorched and killed by the hot sun.  The leaves of such a plant might at 

first appear healthy and strong; but without a good root system to provide water and proper nourishment, the plant 

would soon wither and die. 

 

This represents an emotional hearer who hears the Word but does not really receive it so that it is rooted in his heart.  

His response is purely emotional, shallow, and temporary.  This is the kind of person who responds quickly, but falls 

away when it gets a little tough.  Then when persecution and suffering come (sun) they wither away spiritually and 

die.   

 

Our cities are full of people like this who started and quit.  They could hardly wait until the sermon was over to run 

down the aisle, but their tears dried up before the next day.   

 

This does not mean that Jesus doesn’t want people to respond quickly - He encourages it (Pentecost, Eunuch).  But 

Jesus condemned them because they gave up and quit and ran away at the first sign of tribulation or persecution, 

without making any real effort to grow. 

 

The third type of heart is the crowded heart. Matthew 13:7 - “Others fell among the thorns (thorn bushes), and 

the thorns came up and choked them out. 

 

Matthew 13:22 – “And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, 

and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.” 
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Some seed fell among the thorns.  This seed took root in the same area where thorn bushes were growing.  As the two 

plants grew together, the thorns choked the good plants. Deprived of adequate nourishment, and perhaps also sunlight, 

the good plants died.   

 

This is a hearer with a wandering mind who is too occupied with the world.  This soil is not too hard or too thin, it 

is too crowded. It has weeds/thorns in it. The weeds represent those influences from the world that choke the seed 

and keep it from bearing fruit. Jesus identified these weeds as “the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of 

riches.” 

 

Mark 4:19 – “…but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, 

and the desire for other things, so no fruit is produced.” NLT 

 

This is the person who hears the word and responds, but his heart is too pre-occupied and his life is too crowded, or 

he allows it to get that way. He receives the word, but the weeds crowd out the fruit. Jesus knew that many of His 

listeners were receiving His word but worrying about the cares of life.   

 

Anxiety over material things, the love of money and the desire to satisfy sinful lusts all have the tendency to push 

Jesus out of our lives.   

 

The distraction may be our business, hobbies, or even family, not necessarily evil things, but preoccupations which 

choke the Word out of our lives and leave no room for Christ.  Anything that does this becomes a thorn/idol (rich 

young ruler). 

  

If our minds are focused too much on this world, it is impossible to grow spiritually (Colossians 3:1-3: “Since you 

have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place 

of honor at God’s right hand. Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. For you died to this 

life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God”). If we aren’t careful, our faith may be choked to death by the 

cares of this world.  

 

The fourth type of heart is the fruitful heart.  Matthew 13:8-9: “And others fell on the good soil (fertile soil) and 

yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty! He who has ears, let him hear.” 

 

Matthew 13:23 – “And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word 

and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.” 

 

This heart is good when compared to the other three hearts. This person has an understanding mind.  The seed enters 

the whole soul, filling the mind, heart, conscience and will.  It is prepared to receive the word of God (unlike the 

hard heart); understands the word (unlike the shallow heart); and holds fast what it receives (unlike the crowded 

heart).  

 

The good soil is the reverse of the bad soils. The hearts of these people are not hard, their commitment is not 

shallow, and they are not preoccupied with the things of this world. This is the kind of heart God wants you to have, 

the kind that can receive the Word, understand it, and let it grow. Then God can work His will in your life and save 

you from your sins. Such a heart bears fruit - not all to the same extent, for we are all different. But the seed never 

fails to bear fruit when allowed to do so. God’s Word will work much good in your life if you will let it! 
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II. The Purpose of the parable 

 

Matthew 13:10-17: “And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?” Jesus 

answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 

has not been granted. For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but 

whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. Therefore I speak to them in parables; 

because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. In their case 

the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; you will 

keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, with their ears they scarcely 

hear, and they have closed their eyes, otherwise they would see with their eyes, hear with their ears, and 

understand with their heart and return, and I would heal them.’ But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and 

your ears, because they hear. For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what 

you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” 

 

Jesus’ reason for teaching in parables was to illustrate truth, to give important spiritual insight. But His parables 

also did something else – they also concealed truth from those who were unwilling to accept it anyway. 

 

Jesus is not saying they were prevented from seeing the truth of His message, but that they rejected the truth He 

plainly taught them. So there was no point in exposing them to further truth which they would ignore anyway - to give 

them what they are unwilling to accept. True disciples will get the message in parable form. Those who do not want 

to understand will never see it anyway.   

 

III. Conclusion 

 

The parable of the sower teaches us that we have the responsibility to hear the message of the kingdom and to hear it 

well.  
 

The responsibility for fruit-bearing rests on the hearer, not with the sower. It is up to each of us as to how we listen to 

the Word. We must heed Jesus’ warnings to listen and listen well. 

 

So if we aren’t already doing so, what do we do to get started down the right path today?  What is the first thing 

farmers do to the land in the early spring – break it up, plow it, and prepare it for the seed!  We must do the same to 

our hearts: 

 

Jeremiah 4:3-4: “This is what the Lord says to the people of Judah and Jerusalem: “Plow up the hard ground 

of your hearts (fallow or unplowed ground).  Do not waste your good seed among thorns. O people of Judah and 

Jerusalem, surrender your pride and power. Change your hearts before the Lord, or my anger will burn like 

an unquenchable fire because of all your sins.”  

 

This means that we must repent; truly repent of our sins: 

 

Ezekiel 18:30-32: “…Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast 

away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new 

spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,” says the 

Lord God. “Therefore turn and live!” 

 

Acts 3:19 – “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing 

may come from the presence of the Lord.”   

 

2 Timothy 2:19 – “Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: ‘The Lord knows those 

who are His,’ and ‘Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 
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James 1:21-22: “So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in 

your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls.” 

 

What happens to land when it is not worked/used?  If we aren’t careful, our hearts will do the same thing.   

 

Proverbs 4:23 – “Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.” 

 

You cannot neglect the soil of your heart; you have to keep cultivating your heart all the days of your life.  If you 

don’t, the soil/heart will start to deteriorate. The good soil will soon become crowded soil. The weeds will sap the 

strength from the soil, and it will become shallow. Then it will become hard.  Then it will die! 

 

The secret to having a fruitful heart, the secret to not drifting is having a hearing ear: 

 

Matthew 13:9 - “He who has ears, let him hear.”  

 

Mark 4:24 - “Consider carefully what you hear...”  

 

Luke 8:18 - “Therefore, consider carefully how you listen...”   

 

Romans 10:17 - “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  

 

 

“What kind of soil am I – what type of heart do I have?” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


