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Don’t give up too soon 

 

A few years ago I read some statistics about how many ministers quit the ministry every year (300). Though some 

retire, die, become ill, fall into sin and have to quit, many are younger who are burnt out, tired of what they have to 

deal with, discouraged because they don’t see visible results, or they are bored with the tasks God has given them to 

do.  Many of these are quitting for other secular jobs. Though there won’t be any verifiable statistics, I wonder how 

many Sunday school teachers have given up too soon; how many elders or deacons resign too soon.  I wonder how 

many parents have given up on their children too soon; how many children have given up on their parents too soon.  I 

wonder how many spouses have given up on the/each other. I wonder how many Christians have given up on God.  In 

every area of life and ministry, people are quitting too soon.  Without a doubt, perseverance has become rare in our 

day.  In many instances, it is extinct.  

 

2 Peter 1:5-8: “But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue (moral excellence), to 

virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance (patient endurance), to perseverance 

godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness (affection), and to brotherly kindness love.  For if these things are 

yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

Perseverance means patient endurance, staying power – when your faith is tested, you don’t give up or give in! It 

means to resist evil and never stop resisting evil, regardless of the trials, disappointments, tribulations and sorrows of 

this life.   

 

Romans 5:3-4: “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 

perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope.” 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:3-4: “We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because 

your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing. Therefore, 

among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance (patient endurance) and faith in all the persecutions 

and trials you are enduring.” 

 

Luke 21:19 – “By your patience (by your endurance, by standing firm, by being faithful) possess your souls (you 

will be saved, you will win your souls).” 

 

When people become impatient, they tend to become discouraged, and if they remain that way too long, they will 

eventually quit and lose their souls!  

 

But God doesn’t want us to become discouraged and quit.  That is why Jesus took His disciples aside and said “I’ve 

got some things to tell you and you alone.”  
 

Matthew 13:31-32: “He presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; and this is smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, 

it is larger than the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its 

branches.” 

 

The parable of the mustard seed was designed to strengthen their faith (and ours), to open their eyes to reality, to 

teach them about the nature of the kingdom of God, to help them understand the true Old Testament interpretation 

regarding His coming, to help them see His Messiah-ship as God saw it, not as the Jewish leaders saw it. This is a 

parable of encouragement and vision. It is about our vision of God and whether or not we truly believe that He will 

do as He said He would. 
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Mustard is a herb that was widely used in Jesus’ day.  Mustard can be used for many purposes such as food and 

medicine.  The mustard seed is not literally the smallest of all seeds, but it is the smallest herb seed.  For example, the 

seed of the wild orchid and the cypress tree seed are much smaller in size.  Jesus was not comparing it to all plant 

seeds, but only to those of the herbs that grow in Palestine.   

 

What was truly unique about the mustard seed was that even though it was very small in size, it can grow trees up to 

15 feet high, depending on the soil. It has branches which become rigid at certain times of the year and can easily 

provide a home for many birds.  

 

It is a human tendency to despise smallness. We are impressed by the biggest, the longest, the tallest, but seldom by 

the smallest. Yet great things often come from small beginnings. Small things can develop into big things.  The earth 

is made up of small particles of dirt, sand and rock.  Great oceans are formed from many droplets of water.  A lifetime 

is measured by seconds.   

 

The tallest building in the world began with the laying of one brick upon another. Jesus teaches us in this parable that 

His  kingdom is like that!  

 

Like the mustard seed, the kingdom of heaven was small in its beginning.  Jesus began with twelve loyal followers 

and told them to teach the gospel to the whole world: 

 

Matthew 28:19-20: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.” 

 

Colossians 1:23 – “…if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from 

the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, 

became a minister.” 
 

Jesus started out with only a handful of genuine followers who did not have the power and wealth that usually launch 

great movements. He was ignored by the great rulers.  

 

But before the next Pentecost was over, Jesus had approximately three thousand followers, a number which rapidly 

increased and now runs in the millions! The historian H. G. Wells once wrote that Jesus is “easily the dominant 

figure in history – historians cannot portray the progress of humanity honestly without giving a foremost place to a 

penniless teacher from Nazareth.”   
 

One of the truly exciting truths about God’s kingdom is that you can never judge the end by the beginning. Though 

we may not see the end results of our feeble efforts to do great things for God, that does not mean that great things 

will not come from those efforts. For example, some of the real unsung heroes in God’s kingdom are those who labor 

week after week teaching little children the Bible. When it is frustrating, they must wonder if it is all really worth the 

effort. Yet no teacher can ever know when he or she might be teaching a child who will eventually become a great 

teacher of others, a future missionary, evangelist, or elder!  

 

The teacher’s efforts may indeed be a small beginning, but that does not mean that God cannot do great things 

through those efforts. The same principle applies to our lives as well. No matter what the beginning may be like, the 

possibilities are unlimited.  

 

The kingdom of Christ can grow in our lives with the same tremendous energy exhibited by the mustard seed. A seed 

always represents what can be, not what is.  
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The point of this parable is that God’s kingdom will grow, so don’t be fooled by appearances, don’t be mistaken by 

the size of the mustard seed, and don’t be discouraged as you labor in the kingdom. The central idea of the Parable of 

the Mustard Seed is the growth of the kingdom.  

 

Jesus is saying, “Don’t think because I don’t come with swords and armies, I am powerless.  Don’t think because I 

don’t come with your idea of power I’m not the redeemer. Don’t despise the day of small beginnings or humble 

origins.  Remember, it only takes a spark to get a fire going, and it only takes faith the size of a grain of mustard 

seed to move mountains, so don’t be discouraged, my opponents may look triumphant for the moment, but 

withhold your judgment, just wait, be patient, because there is much more going on in the kingdom of God than 

what meets the eye. Don’t be discouraged by the size of My kingdom now, don’t be disheartened by those who 

mock Me now, don’t be disappointed by those who doubt me now.  Look forward to the day when that mustard seed 

becomes a tree.”  

 

Just like a tree doesn’t grow overnight, neither does the kingdom of God.  In some instances it may take many years 

to effect real change.  Our responsibility is to plant and water, God will give the increase in due season. 

 

Matthew 17:20 – “…for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this 

mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”   

 

Luke 17:5-6: “And the apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’ So the Lord said, ‘If you have faith as a 

mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ and it 

would obey you.”   
 

Nothing should be able to discourage a Christian whose eyes are firmly set upon Jesus.  So if you are wringing your 

hands and are ready to pack it up and leave, it is because you have lost your vision of God!  You have to keep your 

eyes on the prize and your soul on the goal! 

 

Hebrews 12:1-2: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let 

us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with 

endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates 

and perfects our faith...” 

 

If you think the Christian life is too hard, remember the words of Paul to Timothy: 2 Timothy 2:3 – “You therefore 

must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 

 

If you think the race is too long, remember the words of Paul to Timothy - 2 Timothy 4:6-8: “As for me, my life has 

already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my death is near. I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. And now the prize awaits me - the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but 

for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.” 
 

The Christian’s life is not a jog or a sprint – it is a demanding and agonizing marathon, and it will take a lot of effort 

to complete this race. Life can be very difficult, we get extremely tired, and we are far from the end. It is difficult to 

“Finish Strong,” but we must keep running – so don’t lose heart, don’t become discouraged, do not quit, finish the 

race, no matter how difficult life may be! Then you will hear the Lord say “Well done, good and faithful servant! 

Come and share my happiness” (Matthew 25:21). 

 

If you are discouraged and hurting because of an illness or because you have lost a loved one, remember what God 

said in Isaiah 57:1-2: “Good people pass away; the godly often die before their time. But no one seems to care 

or wonder why. No one seems to understand that God is protecting them from the evil to come. For those who 

follow godly paths will rest in peace when they die.” 
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If you are growing tired of trying and want to quit, remember what Paul said in Galatians 6:9 – “And let us not 

grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” 

 

If you feel like what you do doesn’t matter, remember these words: 1 Corinthians 15:58 – “So, my dear brothers 

and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing 

you do for the Lord is ever useless.” 

 

What you do for the Lord/kingdom matters. God can take the smallest seed and make the biggest tree; He can take the 

smallest act of faith and move mountains.  In the meantime, He doesn’t want us to get discouraged if it looks like it’s 

not working very well.  

 

Are you ready to give up?  If you are/do, it’s because you have given up on God.  Jesus said in Matthew 24:13 – 

“But he who endures to the end shall be saved.”   
 

He said in Revelation 2:10 the one who is faithful until death will receive the crown of life, not those who give up 

and quit. 

 

Winston Churchill – “You ask what is our policy? I will say: it is to wage war, by sea, land, and air, with all our 

might and all the strength that God can give us.  You ask, what is our aim?  I can answer in one word: victory, at 

all costs, victory in spite of all terror, victory however long and hard the road may be; for without victory there is 

no survival.  We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall 

fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island, whatever the cost may 

be; we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the 

streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender.”  
 

“Don’t ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, give in. Never give in – never give up.” 


