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The Parable of the Leaven 

 

People in our society/culture have always been fascinated by power.  Some have sold their souls in the pursuit of 

power, which can be as addictive as a drug.  But the power of the world is an illusion.  Nine of the richest and most 

powerful men in the world met in Chicago in 1923 at the Edgewater Beach Hotel to celebrate their power: 

 

1) Charles Schwab – president of the largest independent steel company, died a penniless pauper, living on 

borrowed money the last five years of his life.   

2) Samuel Insull – president of the world’s largest utility company, died penniless after spending some time as a 

fugitive from justice. 

3) Howard Hopson – president of the largest gas firm in America, went insane. 

4) Arthur Cutten – great wheat speculator, died overseas and broke. 

5) Richard Whitney – president of the New York stock exchange, served time at Sing Sing prison.  

6) Albert Fall - member of the president’s cabinet who was convicted in the Teapot Dome scandal, was 

pardoned from prison so he could die at home.  

7) Jessie Livermore – great speculator of Wall Street, committed suicide.  

8) Leon Frazier - president of the Bank of International Settlement, committed suicide.  

9) Ivan Kruger - led the world’s largest securities monopoly, committed suicide.  

 

You see, their power was a temporary illusion, the power you can lose is not power.  There is no comparison between 

the power of the world and the power of God: 

 

Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  

 

Psalm 29:4 – “The voice of the Lord is powerful…”  

 

Psalm 33:6 – “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath of His 

mouth.”   

 

Isaiah 40:26 – “Look up into the heavens. Who created all the stars? He brings them out like an army, one 

after another, calling each by its name. Because of his great power and incomparable strength, not a single one 

is missing.” 

 

Hebrews 11:3 – “By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we 

now see did not come from anything that can be seen.” 

 

2 Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away 

with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will 

be burned up.” 

 

Now that’s power. And this same power is available to us - for the asking (Ephesians 1:19-20: “I also pray that you 

will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power 

that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly 

realms”).   

 

To illustrate how the power of God works in our lives, Jesus taught the parable of the leaven.   

 

Matthew 13:33 – “He spoke another parable to them, “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman 

took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened.” 
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Luke 13:21 – “He also asked, “What else is the Kingdom of God like?  It is like the yeast a woman used in 

making bread. Even though she put only a little yeast in three measures of flour, it permeated every part of the 

dough.”  

 

In New Testament times, there was not a single home where the women didn’t bake bread in large quantities, it was 

the main food, in some instances the only food.  

 

The three measures of meal (3 pecks) is the measure by which most households used to make bread, equal to a bushel 

of flour.  

 

Leaven, or yeast, is an ingredient used in making bread.  The woman would save a piece of unleavened dough from a 

batch of bread dough before it was baked and put it in a nice warm spot.  When she baked more bread, she would take 

the saved piece and knead it into the new batch.  Four/five days later she would make a new batch.  After she mixed 

the flower with the water, she would open a gap, and then put that small piece from the previous batch in the gap.  

Then she would cover it over and leave it to ferment. Through this process, the dough would become large, some 

times up to three times as large.  

 

The smallest piece of leaven, given enough time, will permeate or penetrate or spread throughout the entire batch, 

penetrating every particle of the dough, and have a transforming influence upon the entire batch! 

 

“It only takes one rotten apple to spoil the whole bunch!”  In like manner, “A little leaven leavens the whole 

lump” (Galatians 5:9).  
 

The purpose of this parable was to show the manner in which the kingdom, the church, would expand.  The 

kingdom/church began small on the day of Pentecost, but its leavening influence soon caused it to spread throughout 

the ancient world: 

 

Romans 10:18 – “But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: “Their sound has gone out to all the earth, and 

their words to the ends of the world.”  

 

Colossians 1:23 – “…if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from 

the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, 

became a minister.”   

 

Like leaven hidden in flour, the kingdom of heaven worked almost without being noticed in the beginning; but as it 

spread, its influence became very evident. 

 

Just like the parable of the mustard seed, this parable teaches us that the power of the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than its initial size.  The smallest part of the kingdom, when placed in the right environment, has influence beyond its 

size.  Why?  Because it is the power of God’s own Spirit! God’s power is symbolized in the leaven. 

 

The parable of the leaven is all about the transforming power of God, it is about the real lasting power and not the 

temporary power glorified by human culture.  This parable is about how God’s power when working in and through 

the weakest among us can be a formidable power, not because of us, but because of the presence of God in our lives. 

The power of God transforms a person from the vilest sinner into the best of saints and then that person is able to help 

transform society.  
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Paul was a living illustration of this in 2 Corinthians 12:7-10: “…to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a 

thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud. Three different 

times I begged the Lord to take it away. Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in 

weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 

That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I 

suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

 

Galatians 2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 

life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  2000 

years later Paul is still bearing fruit. 

 

How - first the Lord leavens us, He fills us, His power permeates us - then we are able to leaven society.  First the 

power of God is displayed in us, and then we are able to display it in the world.  

 

The Bible says that when we become Christians, we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit works to 

produce the fruit of the Spirit in our lives – Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.”   
 

Much of this is done through the trials and tribulations that we face!  When trials come, and they will, it is up to us 

whether or not we let them make us bitter or better.   

 

Job 14:1 – “How frail is humanity! How short is life, how full of trouble!” 

 

Romans 5:3-4: “We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us 

develop endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident 

hope of salvation.” 

 

James 1:2-3: “My brothers and sisters, when you have many kinds of troubles, you should be full of joy, 

because you know that these troubles test your faith, and this will give you patience.” 

 

God chooses to use individuals who are willing to let Him have control of every part of their lives, those who will 

first submit to His discipline, His pruning, and abide with Him: 

 

John 15:1-5: “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear 

fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already 

clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 

fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the 

branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” 

 

Whatever you do, don’t let bitter trials transform you into a bitter person! Let God conform you into the image of 

Jesus so that He can use you in His kingdom!  If you will do that, then God can use you to help influence the world – 

John 13:34-35: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you 

also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
Through us He can show the world His love, joy, peace, mercy, forgiveness, grace, comfort.   

 

In the scriptures, leaven is also associated with evil influences - evil leaven has evil power: Mark 8:15 – “Then He 

charged them saying, ‘Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”  
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Matthew 16:6-12: “Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees.”  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “It is because we have taken no bread.” But Jesus, 

being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith, why do you reason among yourselves because you have 

brought no bread? Do you not yet understand, or remember the five loaves of the five thousand and how many 

baskets you took up? Nor the seven loaves of the four thousand and how many large baskets you took up? How 

is it you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread?—but to beware of the leaven of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, 

but of the doctrine (deceptive teaching) of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”   

 

Luke 12:1 – “In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, so that they 

trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 

which is hypocrisy.”   
 

1 Corinthians 5:6-7:  “Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast 

that spreads through the whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old “yeast” by removing this wicked person 

from among you. Then you will be like a fresh batch of dough made without yeast, which is what you really 

are.” 

 

Our life is like leaven, it has a leavening influence or power.  Good leaven has good power. But sour leaven makes 

sour bread. Before we became Christians, our lives were filled with bad/sour leaven and we were influencing people 

the wrong way; as Christians, our lives are filled with good leaven and we can now influence people for good. 

 

We can have a good influence on our society, or we can have an evil or bad influence on our society!  

Now more than ever in the history of our nation, our culture needs us to be the “good leaven” that has a good 

influence! 

 

Why do I say that?  Because American and western civilization has surrendered to a sexual revolution of easy 

divorce, rampant promiscuity, pornography, homosexuality, radical feminism, abortion on demand (55 million), 

same-sex marriage, and the displacement of Christian values by Hollywood values. 

 

America has become a nation of wicked, lawless new age pagans that marches to a pagan worldview which idolizes 

everything but the Lord! Everything in our culture promotes sensuality, materialism and the love of self. We may be 

advancing technologically, but we are regressing socially, morally, and spiritually. Our culture is sick and dying right 

before our very eyes!  

 

2 Timothy 3:1-5: “You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. For 

people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient 

to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and unforgiving; 

they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. They will betray 

their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. They will act religious, 

but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay away from people like that!” 

 

Our leaders are corrupt! Our government and our culture have turned their backs on God, and are waging an all-out 

“anti-Christ” war against God and Christian civilization by promoting anti-life and anti-family policies – they are 

actively disrespecting religious people, assaulting religious freedom, and pushing a social agenda that is an 

abomination in the sight of God!  

 

According to Gary Gates of the Williams Institute of the University of California (UCLA) School of Law, an 

estimated 3.8% of adults in the United States identify as lesbian, gay, or bisexual and or transgender (LGBT).  This is 

about 9 million Americans, a figure roughly equivalent to the population of New Jersey. However, 39% of all 

registered Republicans support gay marriage, 69% of all registered Democrats (Pew Poll)! A super majority of 

Americans support marriage equality or gay marriage! 
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By pushing the homosexual agenda and supporting gay marriage, all three branches of our government and a majority 

of the American people have turned their backs on God and His standards. 

 

“American immorality is at an all-time high! If God doesn't punish America, He’ll have to apologize to Sodom and 

Gomorrah.” 

 

Jude 7 – “…Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given 

themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the 

vengeance of eternal fire.” 

 

Our government is using every tool they have to take away the freedom of religion and worship.  Conservative 

Christians with traditional moral views have been constant targets these last few years for practicing their faith in 

public - people and businesses have been and are continuing to be subjected to fines for the simple practice of their 

religious beliefs – this is evil and tyrannical and is religious persecution. The secular movement in this country will 

stop at nothing until all Christian influence is completely removed from our public places.  

 

One of gay marriage proponents’ most effective and persuasive arguments appealed to many Americans’ “live and let 

live” sense of fair play. “Hey, it's a free country. Our love and our marriage don’t affect you.” They asked for 

tolerance, if not acceptance. And they won.  

 

Now we’re beginning to see what the “next step” looks like. Tolerance is no longer sufficient. Enforced celebration 

is the new standard. Those who resist will be labeled bigots, and may be subject to having their lives or livelihoods 

destroyed. We’re way past “live and let live.” We’ve moved on to “coercion in the name of tolerance.” The 

Christian photographer must agree to photograph a lesbian ceremony, or face lawsuits. The Muslim pastry chef must 

bake a cake for a gay ceremony that violates the teachings of her faith. And the CEO who once opposed legalized 

same-sex marriage in 2008 through a private donation was just removed from his job this past week.  

 

This would have been unimaginable in the United States 40 years ago! It’s now standard policy! 

 

Isaiah 5:20 – “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, 

who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.” 

 

My heart aches for America and its deceived people. The wonderful news is that our Lord is a God of mercy, and He 

responds to repentance.  But they need to hear the truth spoken in love! Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of 

the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also 

for the Greek.”  
 

Now that’s the power the world needs! We can have tremendous influence for good if we allow God to work in us. 

“Christ in us” will influence people for Christ! Will you let God work through you to influence our culture for good! 


