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The Parable of the Dragnet 

 

So far in our study of the kingdom parables, we have seen where Jesus taught two parables concerning the growth 

and development of the kingdom:  “The Parable of the Mustard Seed” which describes the visible growth of the 

kingdom, and “The Parable of the Leaven” which describes the invisible growth of the kingdom. 

 

We also saw where Jesus taught two parables concerning the value and preciousness of the kingdom: “The Parable 

of the Hidden Treasure” which describes the value of the kingdom to one who accidently finds it, and “The 

Parable of the Pearl of Great Price” which describes the value of the kingdom to one who was actively looking for 

it.  

 

Jesus also taught two parables describing the present mixture and future separation of the good and bad in the 

kingdom of heaven: the first was “The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares,” which we have already studied, and 

the second is “The Parable of the Dragnet,” which we will study today.  

 

I.  The dragnet 

 

Matthew 13:47-50: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of 

every kind; and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish 

into containers, but the bad they threw away. So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and 

take out the wicked from among the righteous, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 

According to the Holman Bible Dictionary, a “dragnet” is a large fishing net (a seine net), that could be up to a mile 

long equipped with a weighted bottom edge for touching (dragging) the river or lake bottom and a top with wooden 

floats allowing the net to be spread across the water and hang vertically in the water.  Such nets were normally let 

down from a boat and then drawn to shore by a crew positioned on the beach. In the case of a large catch the net was 

hauled to shore by boat. 

 

Since the nets could not discriminate between the good fish and the bad ones, the fishermen had to separate them 

before taking the good ones to market.  Once the dragnet was drawn to shore, the fish were separated; those good for 

eating were saved in vessels, the inedible were discarded. 

 

Jesus is saying that while we are still here in the world, the kingdom of heaven will be a mixture of good and bad.  

We saw in “The Parable of the Wheat and Tares” that this is due to the influence of Satan.  

 

But in the future, at the end of the age, on the Day of Judgment, there will be a separation of the saved/lost, the 

righteous/unrighteous, the faithful/unfaithful, the sheep/goats, the wheat/tares, and the good/bad fish.   

 

The angels will separate the wicked from the just and cast the wicked into the furnace of fire - Matthew 24:29-31:  

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man 

will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming 

on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a 

trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 

 

Matthew 25:31-33: “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit 

on His glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one 

another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the 

goats on the left.” 
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1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so 

that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 

so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the 

Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 

asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with 

the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 

Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 

 

The good fish are those who are true disciples. But where do the bad fish come from?  The bad fish are the wicked, 

those who never knew, never wanted to know, thought they knew but didn’t, or pretended to know. Included here are 

the insincere and false disciples, including false teachers.  They are Christians who started out on fire, but their hearts 

were too hard, too shallow, or too crowded to bear good fruit.  They are like the Christians at the church in Ephesus 

who left their first love; they are like the Christians at Pergamos who compromised with false teachers and immoral 

leaders; they are like the Christians at Thyatira who were immoral and corrupt.   

 

They are like the Christians at Sardis who were spiritually dead. They are like the Christians at Laodicea who were 

lukewarm.  

 

Revelation 3:14-17:  “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the Amen, the 

Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: “I know your works, that you are neither 

cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 

will vomit you out of My mouth. Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of 

nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked…” 

 

The Bible is crystal clear on this point, not every person who is in the visible church is a true child of God, or a good 

fish. Affiliation with a church (including this church) doesn't ensure that you belong to Christ’s kingdom.  

 

A preacher from the early 20
th

 century expressed this truth this way: “Going into a church doesn’t make you a 

Christian any more than going into a garage makes you a car.”  

 

The same can be said about church membership, being baptized and taking communion. You could do all of these 

things—and still be one of the bad fish!  Some may be here because they got swept up in the excitement of a revival, 

or because they were raised in the church, or are just along for the ride with family or friends.  They might walk down 

this aisle, but in their hearts they don’t really want to be a disciple of Jesus.   

 

Whatever the reason, we must understand that sitting in a church building is not the same as belonging to Jesus. 

That’s why many people who think that they are Christians are not really believers at all: 

 

Matthew 7:21-23:  “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 

does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 

Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to 

them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 

 

Just acknowledging that Jesus is the Son of God is not enough (James 2:19 – “You believe that there is one God. 

You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble”).  But when one makes Jesus the Lord of his life, then the 

transformation can begin. First, you must obey from the heart that form of doctrine that has been given to us, then you 

must live faithfully for Jesus, making Him your highest priority, praying, hearing/obeying His word, using your 

talents in the kingdom.  If you are born again and continue to grow spiritually, then no force or power in the universe 

can separate you from the love of God and His merciful redemption. Jesus will save and preserve you forever.  
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2 Peter 1:5–11:  “For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 

and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in 

increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been 

cleansed from his past sins. Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election 

sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

 

Romans 8:38-39: “And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 

powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, 

nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” 

 

The kingdom of heaven brings in all kinds of people.  Some of them are sincere and devout and will persevere to the 

end, but others will fail the test of endurance.  Even though they remain in the church/kingdom, they are far from 

being faithful.   

 

While other people may not be able to detect their lack of faithfulness or their hypocrisy, the Lord knows those who 

are His and those who are faithful -  2 Timothy 2:19: “Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having 

this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from 

iniquity.” 
 

Matthew 13:41-42: “The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all 

stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 

Until that day, the visible church is a mixture of good and bad. There is no guarantee that all the people here who call 

themselves Christians have actually been born of God.  The difference is Jesus (1 John 5:12 – “He who has the Son 

has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life”).   

 

If you are a true Christian, there is no doubt Jesus is with you.  If there is any doubt in your mind and heart, then 

today is the day you can put those doubts to rest. 


