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Paid in full 

 

Once a young prince, who was somewhat religious, asked his tutor to teach him what he needed to know so he could 

be prepared for death.  His tutor said, “You have plenty of time for that when you are older.”  The prince said, “No!  

I have been to the cemetery and measured the graves, and there are many shorter than I am.”   
 

When death comes to someone we know, it should be a reminder and a warning to all of us that now is the right time 

to make your life right with God through Jesus Christ - today is the day of salvation - tomorrow may be too late!  

 

Does it really matter what we believe about Jesus?  It does if you want to go to heaven: John 8:24 – “That is why I 

said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, you will die in your sins.”   
 

There are three things of utmost importance that we need to believe about Jesus if we want to go to heaven! 

 

I. Who Jesus is 

 

The scriptures tell us that Jesus is the Almighty God, The Word was God, My Lord and my God, The Great God, Our 

Savior Jesus Christ, Wonderful, Counselor, The Father of Eternity, The Prince of Peace, the Alpha and Omega, the 

First and Last, God Blessed Forever, The Christ, The Son of God, The Beginning and the Ending, The Holy One, 

Lord of All, Emmanuel (God with us), Jesus (God is Savior), The Way, The Truth, The Life, The Great I AM, 

Immovable Rock, Omnipotent, Powerful, Awesome Lord, Victorious Warrior, Commanding King of Kings, Mighty 

Conqueror and Lord of Lords who will reign forever and ever.  

 

But the simple explanation for “Who Jesus is” can be found in the words spoken by Nathaniel in John 1:49 – 

“…Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”   
 

Jesus of Nazareth, according to the Bible, was the Son of the Living God.  The fact that He is the divine Son of God 

(God in the flesh) is mentioned over 90 times in the Bible and is the foundation upon which everything else rests – 

it’s the central truth of the Bible, the very heart of the gospel! This is the most important fact in all of Christianity! 

 

Matthew 16:15-18: “He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and said, “You 

are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, 

for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you 

are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” 

 

Jesus of Nazareth was a great man, but He was more than a man.  He was a great prophet, but He was much more 

than a prophet.  He was, and is, the eternal Son of the Living God! If Jesus is not the Son of God, then nothing 

matters!  If He is the Son of God, then nothing else matters!  
 

Matthew 22:41-42: “While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying, “What do you 

think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?”   

 

Your answer to this question will determine how you live your life now and where you will spend eternity. 

 

II. What Jesus did 

 

The second thing we need to understand about Jesus is that He died for our sins to save our souls from hell, a fact that 

is mentioned about 175 times in the New Testament (1 Corinthians 15:3-4: “For I delivered to you first of all that 

which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and 

that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures...”). 
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Jesus left heaven to suffer and die on earth so that you and I could live with Him in heaven forever! Hebrews 2:9 – 

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory 

and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.”   

 

And oh how He suffered! After His arrest in the middle of the night, Jesus was bound and led away to Annas where 

He was falsely accused (Matthew 26:47-66).  During the course of this trial He was spit on, blindfolded, beat, struck 

with the palm of hands, and ordered to prophecy about who struck Him (Matthew 26:67-68; Luke 22:64).  Then 

Jesus was led to Caiphas where He was falsely accused by the Jews (Matthew 26:57).  A soldier struck Jesus across 

the face for remaining silent when questioned by Caiphas.   

 

In the early morning, Jesus, battered and bruised, dehydrated, and exhausted from a sleepless night, was taken across 

Jerusalem to the Praetorium of the Fortress Antonia, the seat of government of the Procurator of Judea, Pontius Pilate, 

where He was falsely accused (Matthew 27:2).  Pilate sent Jesus to Herod where He was vehemently accused. 

Herod’s soldiers mocked Him, treated Him with contempt, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe and sent Him back to 

Pilate (Luke 23:5-12).  In response to the cries of the mob, Pilate ordered Barabbus released in Jesus’ place and 

condemned Jesus to scourging (flogging or whipping) and crucifixion.  

 

Matthew 27:26 – “Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to 

be crucified.”  
 

Scourging/flogging was a legal preliminary in every Roman execution.  It was brutal and inhumane.  We cannot even 

begin to grasp how intense a Roman scourging would have been. It produced great welts, deep stripes, and a swollen 

body.  Often, eyes and teeth were knocked out. Some men died from it.  Scourging, however, was for punishment, not 

for execution.   

 

The scourging was done with a whip made of a number of leather thongs weighted with pieces or balls of lead, bones, 

glass, or sharp metal. Victims were stripped to the waist, and then bound to a post with their hands above their head. 

 

This heavy whip would have been brought down with full force again and again across Jesus’ shoulders, back and 

legs until the flesh was all torn open. At first, the small balls of lead produced large, deep bruises which were 

eventually broken open by continual blows.  

 

Finally the skin of the back is hanging in long ribbons and the entire area is an unrecognizable mass of torn, bleeding 

tissue.  Some victims were scourged so severely that their internal organs were exposed!  If we had been forced to 

watch, we probably would have passed out.   

 

After His scourging, the half-fainting Jesus is then untied and allowed to slump to the stone pavement, wet with His 

own blood.   

 

The Roman soldiers then threw a robe across His shoulders and placed a reed in His hand for a sceptor (a hollow stem 

that looked like bamboo).  Then they made a crown of thorns which no doubt caused a great deal of bleeding 

(Matthew 27:27-31). 
 

After mocking and abusing Him some more, the soldiers tore the purple robe off of His back. This robe had probably 

already started sticking to his back, so when they tore it off, His back probably started bleeding again.   

 

John 19:16 – “Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they took Jesus and led Him away.” 

 

The journey from the fortress Antonia (where Pilate lived) to Golgotha (the “Via Dolorosa” or the “Way of 

Suffering”) was about 650 yards.   
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Jesus was made to carry his cross along the public roads to the execution ground. However, with the weight of the 

cross, the blood loss, His body going into shock – Jesus couldn’t finish!  So a man named Simon of Cyrene (North 

Africa) was picked to carry it the rest of the way (Mark 15:21).   

 

Crucifixion has been described as the most horrible manner of execution practiced in the ancient world. It was 

designed to produce a slow death with maximum pain and suffering. It was the ultimate form of humiliation, because 

it completely stripped people of their dignity.  

 

Crucifixion was a method that was used to kill a person, but keep them alive as long as possible. When the victim was 

nailed to the cross, no vital organs were affected, so death would usually come slowly.   

 

The victim of crucifixion would have the arms nailed/tied to the crossbeam and their body lifted upright with the feet 

nailed/tied to the cross a few inches above the ground, all without damaging any vital organs of the body. The victim 

would then be left to die, a process that often took several days as the result of shock, secondary infection, exposure, 

exhaustion, fatigue, cramped muscles, blood loss, fiery pain in their arms and legs, torn and lacerated tendons and 

nerves, a slow constant loss of blood,  hunger, thirst, and suffocation. Insects and birds would sometimes attack the 

open wounds of the person. 

 

Since they were not more than three or four feet from the ground, they were also subject to abuse from people on the 

ground. 

 

All that time, the victim was throbbing with pain, burning with fever, and tortured by thirst – until at last death came 

as a welcome relief.  How long the person lived mainly depended on the severity of the scourging.     

 

Death by crucifixion was horrible and ghastly. The pain was immense, headaches, dizziness, cramps, thirst, 

starvation, sleeplessness, traumatic fever, and throbbing headaches - spasms of muscles and nerves – a million 

constant shocks to the body.  

 

There was no comfortable position on the cross! The victim of crucifixion literally died a thousand deaths! 

 

The major debilitating effect of crucifixion was that it was almost impossible for the person to breath. When a person 

is hanging by their arms, the pectoral muscles are unable to act.  They could breathe in but not out.  To exhale, the 

person had to push up on the feet and flex the elbows and pull in the shoulders. As the arms fatigued, great waves of 

cramps would sweep the muscles, producing searing pain, muscle cramps and wrenching spasms.   

 

Finally, carbon dioxide would build up in the lungs and blood stream and the cramps would partially subside. This 

enabled the victim to push up to exhale and breathe in. As a result, each effort to breathe would become more 

agonizing and tiring. The victim’s exhaustion would eventually lead to asphyxia – death from a lack of oxygen.   

 

John 19:31-33: “Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross 

on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 

that they might be taken away. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was 

crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His 

legs.” 

 

Breaking a victim’s legs was done with a large mallet. It made the victims die quicker, because he could not raise 

himself up to take air. Once the legs were broken, death usually followed in a matter of minutes. Jesus’ legs would 

have been broken also, but the soldiers saw that He was already dead.  To make doubly sure He was dead, the 

legionnaire drove his lance through the pericardium and into the heart.  Out came blood and water:  
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John 19:34 – “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came 

out.”   

 

Jesus was already dead when the spear pierced His side, after being on the cross six hours. Some medical authorities 

have said that in the case of heart rupture, the blood collects in the pericardium, the lining around the wall of the 

heart, and divides into a sort of bloody clot and watery serum (Dr. William Stroud, “The Physical Cause of the 

Death of Christ”).  

 

The pericardium contains a serous matter resembling water which prevents the surface of the heart from become dry 

by its continual motion (Albert Barnes). If this is a fact, then the immediate cause of Jesus death was heart rupture. 

Under intense pain, and the pressure of His wildly raging blood, His heart burst open. It may be that Jesus literally 

died of a broken heart over the sin of the world (Matthew 27:27-54). 

 

The physical punishment that Jesus took was so incomparable, so terrible, so relentless, that the Bible says: Isaiah 

52:14 - “Many people were shocked when they saw Him. His appearance was so changed He did not look like a 

man.  His form was changed so much they could barely tell He was human.”   

 

But it’s the sense of psychological/spiritual torture that must have been overwhelming. Judas had betrayed Him with a 

kiss; Peter had denied Him three times; all the disciples had left Him and fled.  And in the darkest hour of the history 

of the world, God the Father struck His own Son with our punishment.  Isaiah 53:4 - “…And we thought his 

troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins!” 

 

On the cross, Jesus’ body was being destroyed in the worst possible way, but that was a flea bite compared to what 

was happening to his soul:  “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46). 

 

When Jesus cried out that his God had forsaken him, he was experiencing hell itself.  When Jesus was cut off from 

God, he went all the way to the place of God-forsakenness (hell) to save us, beyond all imagining. And he did it 

voluntarily, for us. His death was equal to every person who ever lived spending an eternity in hell.   

  

 

The cross was six hours of pain; six hours of loneliness; six hours of blood; six hours of hell!  Jesus paid hell that day 

for six hours so we would not have to be forsaken by God for eternity. These were the most critical hours in all of 

human history! 

 

He should have quit. He should have opened His mouth. He could have called 10,000 angels. He should have called 

10,000 angels. No one would have blamed Him. But He didn’t. What held Him up there on that cross?  It wasn’t the 

nails – it was His love for us! John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 

“Jesus didn’t die on the cross because He wanted to, He died on the cross because He wanted you!”  Romans 5:8 

– “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” NLT  
 

On the cross, a holy God poured out His wrath on His innocent Son so that we could be forgiven.  When Jesus said, 

“It is finished,” God said “Paid in full.”  Sin had been put away now.   

 

1 Peter 1:18-19: “For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from 

your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. It was the precious blood of Christ, the 

sinless, spotless Lamb of God.” 

 

Sin brings death, for every sin, someone must die. Either we allow Jesus to pay for our sins through His sacrificial 

death on the cross, or we will pay for our sins by being in hell.   
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On a human level, the Bible says there were a number of people involved in sentencing Jesus to die on the cross  

(Judas – greed; priests – envy; Pilate – fear and cowardice).  However, our sins, disobedience and rebellion sent Jesus 

to the cross as well.  

 

We are no less guilty than Judas, the high priest, or Pilate (Romans 4:25 – “He was handed over to die because of 

our sins, and He was raised to life to make us right with God”).  
 

The Romans put Jesus on that cross, the Jews put Jesus on that cross, you put Jesus on that cross, I put Jesus on that 

cross.  Who crucified Jesus – we did!   Judas’ greed was ours; priests envy was ours; Pilates fear and cowardice was 

ours.  Were you there when they crucified my Lord – yes?  

 

After Jesus was crucified, He was buried in a garden tomb, and by the power of God, Jesus was raised from that tomb 

on the third day: Matthew 28:1-7: “Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel 

of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it. His 

countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. And the guards shook for fear of him, and 

became like dead men.
 
But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 

seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord 

lay. And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into 

Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.” 

 

Christ the Lord is risen today – believe it as if your life depends on it – it does!  
 

John 11:25-27: “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may 

die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to Him, 

“Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

During the next 40 days, He appeared to His disciples many times (Acts 1:3 – “During the forty days after His 

crucifixion, He appeared to the apostles from time to time, and He proved to them in many ways that He was 

actually alive. And He talked to them about the Kingdom of God”).   
 

After 40 days, He ascended back into heaven to take His rightful place at the right side of God (1 Peter 3:22 – “Now 

Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the place of honor next to God, and all the angels and authorities and 

powers accept his authority”).   

 

From there, He rules over His kingdom, the church: Ephesians 1:22-23: “And He put all things under His feet, and 

gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” 

 

V. What Jesus is going to do in the future 

 

The third thing we need to understand about Jesus is that He is coming back again, a fact that is mentioned 318 times 

in the New Testament. Acts 17:31 - “...He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness 

by the Man whom He has ordained.” 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-10: “…when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with his mighty angels, in 

flaming fire, bringing judgment on those who don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the Good News 

of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from 

his glorious power. When he comes on that day, he will receive glory from his holy people—praise from all who 

believe. And this includes you, for you believed what we told you about him.” 

 

Jesus tells us that we don’t know when He is coming back: Matthew 24:36 - “But of that day and hour no one 

knows, no, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” 
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Because of this we need to be ready at all times: Matthew 24:44 - “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an hour when you do not expect Him.”  
 

The theme of the Bible can be summed up in three expressions: “Jesus is coming; He came; Jesus is coming 

again.”  The day He returns will be the greatest day in human history. There is a lot we don’t know about it - there is 

a lot we would like to know about it - there are alot of people who claim they know everything about it!  Here is what 

we do know:  Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God Who died, was buried, and raised to life on the third day!  He 

ascended back to heaven and sat down at the right hand of God the Father!  Someday He will return to resurrect 

all people who have ever lived, and judge them according to what they have done! 

 

Revelation 20:11-15: “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and 

the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 

before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead 

were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead 

who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one 

according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
 
And 

anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

 

“There are far, far better things ahead than any we leave behind!”  C.S. Lewis 


