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Our Relationships

Once there were two shopkeepers who were bitter rivals. Their stores were directly across the street from each other,
so they spent each day keeping track of each other’s business.  If one got a customer, he would smile and wave in
triumph at his rival.  One night an angel appeared to one shopkeeper in a dream and said, “I will give you anything
you ask, but whatever you receive, your competitor will receive twice as much.  Do you want to be rich?  You can
be very rich, but he will be twice as wealthy. Do you want to live a long and healthy life? You can, but his life will
be longer and healthier.  What is your desire?” The man frowned, thought for a while, and then said, “Here is my
request: strike me blind in one eye!”

The Bible is crystal clear on this - God wants His people to be united, to get along, to have and experience good,
loving relationships with each other.

Psalm 133:1 – “How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony!”

But, as you know, some people, even in the church, would rather strike somebody blind than love them and encourage
them. There is always somebody with a contentious spirit, a person who is likely to cause controversy, to argue, to
fight, to quarrel, to be involved in a heated argument, to be divisive, to sow discord. This is a person who has the
personality of a piece of sandpaper.

Proverbs 26:21 – “A quarrelsome person starts fights as easily as hot embers light charcoal or fire lights
wood.” NLT

2 Corinthians 12:20 – “For I am afraid that when I come I won’t like what I find, and you won’t like my
response. I am afraid that I will find quarreling (contentions), jealousy, anger, selfishness, slander, gossip,
arrogance, and disorderly behavior.”

Today, I want to remind you of three things that damage and destroy relationships in the church.  These attitudes/sins
must be taught against and rooted out of the church.  At the end, I want to encourage you to be a people builder.

I. Godless judging

Matthew 7:1-2: “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. For you will be treated as you treat others.
The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged.”

If we want to get along with others, Jesus said that we must stop being judgmental.  We all need to be constantly
reminded of this, because there probably isn’t a 24 hour period that goes by without each of us violating Jesus’
command in Matthew 7:1. Nothing destroys a relationship more quickly than a failure to obey this one command.

Romans 14:10 - “But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we
shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”

When we judge with an ungodly judgment – we show contempt, not love for our brother. To “show contempt” is
very closely related to hating:

1 John 3:15 – “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life
abiding in him.”
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James 4:11 – “Do not speak evil (slanderous) of one another, brethren.  He who speaks evil of a brother and
judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law.  But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the
law but a judge.  There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another?”

“Unless you can walk on water, you don’t have the right to pass judgment on another person.”

We need to remember that someday we will all stand before the Lord and give an account for our lives. Romans
14:11-12: “For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall
confess to God.” So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.”

In the end, this is the judgment that matters.  Imagine yourself before Jesus, and He is going to judge you the way you
have judged others.  He is going to measure you by the standard by which you have measured others.  If you were
judged this way, how would you fair? James 2:13 – “For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown
no mercy.  Mercy triumphs over judgment.”

II. Backbiting

Matthew 18:15 - “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him
alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.”

When we are guilty of godless judging, we then usually violate this teaching of God as well.

Jesus said that if another believer sins against you, go and tell him what he did wrong, in private, out of the public
eye, between you and them alone.  That is to be your very first communication – you and them alone!

But that’s not what happens most of the time, instead we talk to everyone else about what happened instead of the
person we have the problem with – backbiting!

Backbiting is to slander somebody behind their back for the purpose of damaging their reputation.  It means to “bite
them in the back” in an insulting way!

If you have a problem and disagree and you do not go to the person first, if you slander another person’s reputation,
you have sinned a great sin in the sight of God, and may have damaged the relationship beyond repair. And we’ll
answer to God for it!

Proverbs 10:18 – “Hiding hatred makes you a liar; slandering others makes you a fool.”

Psalm 101:5 – “I will not tolerate people who slander their neighbors. I will not endure conceit and pride.”

Gossip is a form of backbiting: Leviticus 19:16 – “Do not spread slanderous gossip among your people.”

Proverbs 16:28 – “A troublemaker plants seeds of strife; gossip separates the best of friends.”

Proverbs 17:9 – “Love prospers when a fault is forgiven, but dwelling on it separates close friends.”

Proverbs 26:20 – “Without wood, a fire will go out, and without gossip, quarreling will stop.”

The motto of the gossiper – “Never say anything unless it is good, and boy is this good.” A gossip loves to tell
things, but they don’t care if their facts are correct or not.
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People who gossip can’t stop saying “You’ll never believe what I just heard.” One lady said she never told her
secrets except to two kinds of people – those who asked her and those who didn’t. “I don’t start rumors, the people
I tell them to start the rumors.”

A gossip will say “I don’t know why people come to me and tell me these things.” I do, it’s because they know
you want to hear it. A gossip loves to tell things, but they don’t care if their facts are correct or not. We have a
responsibility to make sure we don’t allow our ears to become someone’s personal trash cans!

The Bible warns Christians to not associate with those who habitually gossip (Proverbs 20:19 – “A gossip betrays a
confidence, so avoid a man who talks too much”).

“Rumors are carried by haters, spread by fools, and accepted by idiots!”

Remember, if someone will say something behind another’s back, they could do the same to you. Old Spanish
proverb – “Anyone who will gossip TO you, will also gossip ABOUT you!”

Gossip is a deadly sin – one of the worst things you could ever do.  The deadly sin of gossip destroys the lives of
people who are gossiped about.  It can hurt those involved for life.  If you are guilty of being a gossip, you need to
repent and ask the person you are talking about for their forgiveness.

III. Evil speaking

People who are guilty of godless judging and backbiting (talking about people behind their backs), usually resort to
using harsh, bitter, hateful, slanderous name-calling as well.  Friends, the most dangerous weapon in the world is not a
nuclear bomb, it is a wagging tongue!

James 3:5-10: “In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can
set a great forest on fire. And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, corrupting your
entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself. People can tame all kinds of
animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, but no one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison.
Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been made in the image of
God. And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is
not right!”

In Psalm 64:3-4, David said that wicked people – “…sharpen their tongues like swords and aim their bitter
words like arrows. They shoot from ambush at the innocent…”

God is saying that people who speak evil of other people, which is a form of judging, especially in secret (Matthew
18), are wicked (James 4:11 – “Do not speak evil (slander) of one another, brethren.  He who speaks evil of a
brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law.  But if you judge the law, you are not
a doer of the law but a judge...”).

The words we use can bless or burn, hurt or heal. But instead of using words that help, we call people names, we treat
them harshly, we abuse them with our words, we divide families and sometimes churches because we are too proud to
humble ourselves and submit to one another.

How harmful can words be? Extremely harmful - words can kill as surely as bullets.  Words can do emotional damage
that will impact an entire life; words can split families and divide churches! The effects can be devastating. Proverbs
16:27 – “Scoundrels create trouble; their words are a destructive blaze.”
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Ephesians 4:29-32: “Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that
your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit
by the way you live. Remember, he has identified you as his own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the
day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil
behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has
forgiven you.”

It was once said that if you can’t say something good about a person, don’t say anything at all. Who said it?
Everyone’s grandmother!  People who speak evil of other people are not being faithful to God - (1 Corinthians 6:10
– “…revilers (slanderers)…will not inherit the kingdom of God”).

There are four words that can prevent so much of the tension and bitterness in our relationships: “I might be wrong!”

1 Peter 3:10 – “If you want to enjoy life and see many happy days, keep your tongue from speaking evil and
your lips from telling lies.”

IV. People Builders

In all of our relationships, we should always strive to be a people builder. What does that mean? When you talk to
other people or about other people, don’t say harmful things.  Say what people need, words that will help them
become stronger.  Don’t be bitter and angry or mad.  Never shout angrily or say things to hurt others.  Be kind and
loving to each other.  Forgive each other as God forgave you in Christ.

There are times when we need someone to come along and give us an encouraging word to help us.  In the same way
we should always be looking around us to see who we may inspire with our words.  You never know how someone’s
entire life can change through a simple – “You can do it. I believe in you.”

For many of us, we would not be where we are today if someone had not cheered us on and believed in us.  Their
simple encouragement impacted our lives and caused us to rise higher.
Remember, you may be the only person someone else hears an encouraging word from, so never fail to give one.
Work to build people up.

Philippians 2:3-5: “Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than
yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.  You must have the
same attitude that Christ Jesus had.”

V. Let’s make the church

A new student was brought into a Vacation Bible School class about an hour before dismissal.  The little boy was
missing an arm, and the teacher was afraid that one of the children would comment on his handicap and embarrass
him.  There was no opportunity to caution them, so she proceeded as carefully as possible.

As class came to a close, she began to relax.  She asked the class to join her in their usual closing ceremony. “Let’s
make our churches,” she said. “Here’s the church and here’s the steeple, open the doors and there’s…” That’s
when the awful truth of her own actions struck her.

The very thing she had feared the children would do, she had done.  As she stood there speechless, the little girl
sitting next to the boy reached over with her left hand and placed it up to his right hand and said, “Davey, let’s make
the church together.”
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That’s what we all need to do – we need to put our inadequate, handicapped lives alongside the lives of others and
pray, “Let’s make the church together.”

“Don’t fight with your Christian brothers and sisters, fight for them!”

Philippians 1:27 – “Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of
the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that
you are standing together with one spirit and one purpose, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good
News.”

VI. Conclusion

Matthew 7:13-14: “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad,
and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is
difficult, and only a few ever find it.”

When all is said and done and we stand before God on Judgment Day, there may be some in this room who will be
turned away – some of you are contentious and divisive and quarrelsome, some of you are filled with arrogant pride
and not enough humility, some of you are eaten up with worldliness, greed, covetousness, and idolatry.

Some of you have hearts that are not right with God, hearts that are filled with lust, anger, hatred, jealousy, bitterness,
unforgiveness!

Some of you are not really committed to Christ; some of you are living in sin!  Some of you are guilty of godless
judging, backbiting, and evil speaking.  Stop it, and stop looking around wondering who I am talking about…

1 Peter 4:7-8: “The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in your prayers.
Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of sins.”

Time and opportunity are running out!  If the ungodly do not change, it will at some point become too late. The
unprepared will remain unprepared for all of eternity – the prepared will live forever. The only time we can be
sure of is the present moment – today is the day of salvation, tomorrow may be too late. We need to obey the Lord,
and we need to do it now.


