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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The heart of a backslider 

 
Isaiah 1:2–4: “Listen, O heavens! Pay attention, earth! 
This is what the Lord says: “The children I raised and 
cared for  have rebelled against me. Even an ox knows 
its owner, and a donkey recognizes its master’s care—
but Israel doesn’t know its master. My people don’t rec-
ognize my care for them.” Oh, what a sinful nation they 
are—loaded down with a burden of guilt. They are evil 
people, corrupt children who have rejected the LORD. 
They have despised the Holy One of Israel and turned 
their backs on him.” 
 
A backslider is one who has gone backward instead of 
forward. Religiously, he is one who was once obedient to 
the Lord, but has now forsaken Him and gone back into 
the ways of the world (2 Timothy 4:9-10:  “Be diligent to 
come to me quickly; for Demas has forsaken me, hav-
ing loved this present world, and has departed…”).   
 
Backsliding is a very-prevalent, present-day menace to 
Christianity! As long as it is possible for Christians to 
backslide, backsliding will always be a problem of grave 
concern in Christianity.   
 
Backsliding is a heartbreaking problem that doesn’t just 
affect new converts; it even affects preachers, elders, dea-
cons, and long-time church members. God clearly warns 
us to pay attention because backsliding is a real danger:   
 
Hebrews 3:12 – “Be careful then, dear brothers and sis-
ters. Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and 
unbelieving, turning you away from the living God.” 
 

Sunday Morning Servers 

October 5, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Jody McFadden 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Frank & Ella  
                                          Crouch 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
David McFadden, Rick Phillips, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Jerry Phipps, Larry Volk 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 (Jeanie Wilson, Kathy 
Phipps, Melinda Hogan, Peggy Burnett) 
 

Children’s Home…...Lasagna Noodles 
 
October  9………...Celebrate Recovery 
                                    6:30-8:30 pm   
October 18………...Hickory Fest                        
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Sunday Evening Servers 

October 5, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... David McFadden 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......45 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...63 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..30 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...29 
Contribution………….…...........$1,635.50 
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Proverbs 14:14 – “The backslider in heart 
will be filled with his own ways, but a good 
man will be satisfied from above.”  
 

Acts 8:21-22 – “You can have no part in 
this, for your heart is not right with God.  
Repent of your wickedness and pray to the 
Lord. Perhaps he will forgive your evil 
thoughts…” 
 

I urge each one of us, and I mean all of us, to 
search our own heart carefully to see if we 
may be guilty of a backslidden heart.  This is 
something that is between you and God, be-
cause it is impossible for others to know all 
the backsliders that are in the church.   
 

As long as people can be hypocritical 
(purposely concealing what is really in their 
hearts by faking their outward conduct), 
there will always be more backsliders than 
we can count: Matthew 23:28 – “Outwardly 
you look like righteous people, but inward-
ly your hearts are filled with hypocrisy and 
lawlessness.”  
 

In all likelihood, there is somebody reading 
this right now who is righteous outwardly as 
far as men are concerned, but are backsliders 
in their hearts before the all-seeing and nev-
er deceived eye of God! 
 

Hebrews 4:13 - “Nothing in all creation is 
hidden from God. Everything is naked and 
exposed before his eyes, and he is the one 
to whom we are accountable.” NLT 
 

What is the sign of a backslidden heart?  A 
backslidden heart describes the person who 
has left their first love:  Revelation 2:4-5: 
“Nevertheless I have this against you, that 
you have left your first love. Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen; re-
pent and do the first works, or else I will 
come to you quickly and remove your 
lampstand from its place—unless you re-
pent.”   

Jesus was saying that they didn’t love Him like 
they used to.  They were still “doing” religion, 
but they were merely going through the motions 
– the spirit, attitude, or inner man was lacking.   
 
Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 13 that you can 
do religious practices without loving, but you 
cannot love without doing, that it doesn’t mat-
ter what you do, if love is not the primary ingre-
dient or driving force behind these actions, it 
will profit nothing. The Ephesus church had for-
gotten what it meant to be in love with God.     
 

Matthew 22:37-41 – “Jesus replied, “‘You must 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first 
and greatest commandment. A second is 
equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands 
of the prophets are based on these two com-
mandments.”   
 
Let’s make personal application.  At first we 
read our Bibles with open hearts, we prayed 
without ceasing, we worshipped the Lord in 
Spirit in Truth, we loved God with all of our 
heart, soul, strength, and minds, we were thank-
ful for our blessings, we came to church early, 
we told everyone we met about Jesus and the 
gospel, we looked for opportunities to serve.   
 
But now that time has gone by, the first deeds 
are only a memory, our Christianity has suf-
fered, we are going through the motions, we do 
what we do out of habit, but there is no hunger-
ing and thirsting for righteousness. We pray, 
but our prayers are from our lips, not our 
hearts (Matthew 15:8 – “These people honor 
me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from me.  Their worship is a farce, for they 
teach man-made ideas as commands from 
God”).  
 
If that describes you, then you are a backslider 
and you need to fall in love with God again! 

PRAYERS 
 
Doyle Hogan will have surgery  October 8th. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Peggy Burnett, 
Vivian Wilson, Leonard Wilson, Glenda Tar-
water, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Doris Vana-
man, Betty Andrews, Sherrie Cullum, Davie 
Rutherford, R.W. & Betty Gibson, Peggy 
Barker, Johnita Burnett, Jimmy Rhodes, Cas-
sie Parish, Judith Stevenson, Gary Davis, 
Danny Jackson, Leslie Mosley,  Jarrett 
Moore,  Belle Jones, Kendal Baker, Lee Cul-
lum, Ruby Hood, Zachery Frazier, Kelsey 
McIllwain, Rick Armstrong, Kathy Pulley, 
Jerry Dallas, Bonnie Gooding, David Mere-
dith, Gilbert & Margie Hess, Eddie Taylor, 
Dora Lou Hoyskn, Ralph Garland 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 

 
Sympathy  is extended to the family of 
Joan McPherson who passed away. 
 

*************** 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Thanks to all who brought supplies & 
Change for Children Cans for the Chil-
dren’s Home in Paragould. 
 
Hickory Fest will be held at the park Oc-
tober 18th, from 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
This is a benefit for the volunteer fire de-
partment. 
 
 

Backsliding is a problem that we must all 
watch out for, because backsliders are lost! 
 

We must watch because the devil is still on 
the loose (1 Peter 5:8:  “Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour…”).   
 

The devil will work to try to keep the sinner 
lost, but the moment he is saved, he will go 
to work to cause him to backslide. The devil 
is working on every single one of us, trying to 
get us to backslide.  If we let him, he wins!  If 
he wins, we lose!   
 

There is not a single one of us who is so 
strong that we can’t backslide: 1 Corinthians 
9:27 – “But I discipline my body and bring it 
into subjection, lest, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should become disquali-
fied.”   
 

1 Corinthians 10:12 – “Therefore let him 
who thinks he stands take heed lest he 
fall”). 
 

The trouble with backsliders is this - their 
hearts are not right with God.   
 

Proverbs 4:23 – “Guard your heart above all 
else, for it determines the course of your 
life.”   
 

Proverbs 23:7 – “For as he thinks in his 
heart, so is he…”  
 

Proverbs 27:19 – “As in water face reflects 
face, so a man’s heart reveals the man.”   
 

Matthew 15:19 – “For from the heart come 
evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all sexual 
immorality, theft, lying, and slander.”   
 

Jeremiah 17:9 – “The human heart is the 
most deceitful of all things, and desperately 
wicked.   Who really knows how bad it is?”   


