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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Out of the heart of the backslider 

 
Proverbs 4:23 – “Guard your heart above all else, for it deter-
mines the course of your life.”   
 
Proverbs 23:7 – “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he…”  
 
Proverbs 27:19 – “As in water face reflects face, so a man’s 
heart reveals the man.”    
 
Jeremiah 17:9 – “The human heart is the most deceitful of all 
things, and desperately wicked.   Who really knows how bad 
it is?”   
 
Proverbs 14:14 – “The backslider in heart will be filled with 
his own ways, but a good man will be satisfied from above.”  
 
Acts 8:21-22:  “You can have no part in this, for your heart is 
not right with God.  Repent of your wickedness and pray to 
the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive your evil thoughts…” 
 
What does a person who backslides in their heart eventually 
do?  One of the truths the Bible makes perfectly clear is that the 
backslider in heart will at some point take it to the next level 
where they don’t just think about committing sin, they actually 
commit the sin. 
 
Matthew 15:19 – “For from the heart come evil thoughts, mur-
der, adultery, all sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander.” 
 
Mark 7:20-23:  “And then he added, “It is what comes from 
inside that defiles you.  For from within, out of a person’s 
heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, 
adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envy, 
slander, pride, and foolishness. All these vile things come 
from within; they are what defile you.” 
   

Sunday Morning Servers 

October 12, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Lonnie Seabaugh 
Announcements ................ Doug Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..David & Jeanie  
                                          Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
                                          George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
David McFadden, Rick Phillips, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Jerry Phipps, Larry Volk 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 (Frank & Ella, Betty,  
                                           Jessie, & Jan) 

Children’s Home…...Sweetened Condensed 
                                  Milk 
 
October  16………...Celebrate Recovery 
                                    6:30-8:30 pm    
October 18………….Hickory Fest   
October 25………….Samantha  & Cameron  
                                Harbold’s  Reception                               
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Sunday Evening Servers 

October 12, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Rick Phillips 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......62 
Sunday Morning Worship………..…...102 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..28 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...41 
Contribution………….…...........$2,301.00 
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sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers 
and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a 
lie.”   
 

Heart test to see if you are a backslider! 

 
Do you really hunger for the things of God? Mat-
thew 5:6 – “Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.” 
 
Do you enjoy studying the Bible? Psalm 119:11 – 
“Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I 
might not sin against You.”  
 
Are you ashamed of Jesus in the presence of sin-
ners? Mark 8:38 – “For whoever is ashamed of 
Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be 
ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Fa-
ther with the holy angels.”  
 
Are you tired and weary of serving?  1 Corinthians 
15:58 – “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not 
in vain in the Lord.” 
 
Do you worry about your life instead of trusting in 
God? Philippians 4:6-7: “Be anxious for nothing, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God; and the peace of God, which sur-
passes all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
 
Do other people care more about your soul than 
you do?   
 
Do you want to be with other Christians, with spir-
itual people and talk about spiritual things?   
 
Do you want to hear preaching that convicts your 
conscience?   
 
Do you want the church to be more social and less 
spiritual in its programs?   
 
Do you see “little” sins cropping up without being 
alarmed?   

Is it easier to see the shortcomings in others rather 
than in yourself? 
 
How much preaching does it take to get you to do 
something for Jesus?  
 
Are you even concerned about the lost?   
 
Is it easy to come up with excuses for not doing what 
you should do?   
 
Have you left your first love?  
 
Are you here because you have been doing the same 
thing so long it is habit, or are you here because you 
love Jesus?  
 
When we come to worship but don’t worship, we 
need to be alarmed.  When we don’t sing, pay any 
attention during the prayers, and sleep during the 
sermon, we are in trouble. When we give out of habit, 
or grudgingly, or of necessity, we have problems.  
When we partake of the Lord’s Supper without think-
ing a thought about Jesus, we are sick spiritually. 
When we become clock watchers who can’t wait to 
get home, we are headed in the wrong direction.  
 
When we are more concerned with money and the 
things money can do than with the things of God, we 
are on dangerous ground. Money is necessary, and 
there is nothing wrong in having it, but when we 
come to love it, it becomes sinful (1 Timothy 6:10 – 
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, 
for which some have strayed from the faith in their 
greediness, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows”). 
 
No spiritual condition is as hard to detect as a back-
slidden heart, but neither is any spiritual problem as 
hazardous to our spiritual health.  If you are a back-
slider, you are lost!  Today is the day to rekindle that 
fading spark of love in your heart – tomorrow may be 
too late!   
 
1 Chronicles 28:9 – “…know the God of your father, 
and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing 
mind; for the Lord searches all hearts and under-
stands all the intent of the thoughts.  If you seek 
Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake 
Him, He will cast you off forever.” 

PRAYERS 
 
Doyle Hogan will have gall bladder surgery  
October 8th. 
 
Peggy Burnett will have hip replacement sur-
gery October 20th. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Vivian Wilson, 
Leonard Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & 
Patty Stevenson, Doris Vanaman, Betty An-
drews, Sherrie Cullum, R.W. & Betty Gibson, 
Peggy Barker, Johnita Burnett, Jimmy 
Rhodes, Cassie Parish, Judith Stevenson, 
Gary Davis, Danny Jackson, Leslie Mosley,  
Jarrett Moore,  Belle Jones, Kendal Baker, 
Lee Cullum, Ruby Hood, Zachery Frazier, 
Kelsey McIllwain, Rick Armstrong, Kathy 
Pulley, Jerry Dallas, Ronnie Gooding, David 
Meredith, Gilbert & Margie Hess, Eddie Tay-
lor, Dora Lou Hoyskn 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 

*************** 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Hickory Fest will be held at the park October 
18th, from 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. This is a 
benefit for the volunteer fire department. 
 

Reception for Samantha & Cameron Harbold 
will be held Saturday, October 25th, at 2:00 
p.m. in the fellowship room. 

  
You can’t live a perfect day without doing 
something for someone who will never be able 
to repay you. 

James 1:12-15:  “Blessed is the man who endures 
temptation; for when he has been approved, he 
will receive the crown of life which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him. Let no one say 
when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Him-
self tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when 
he is drawn away by his own desires and en-
ticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings 
forth death.”   
 
Backsliding eventually results in the sinner com-
mitting what the Bible describes as the “works of 
the flesh.”  Either the flesh or the Spirit will con-
trol your life (Galatians 5:16-18).   
 
Flesh doesn’t mean skin and bones, hide and hair 
– it is that old nature you got from your parents – 
Adam and Eve.  It is that quality, that part of our 
nature that craves for something that is wrong.   
 
Galatians 5:19-21: “Now the works of the flesh 
are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, un-
cleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, self-
ish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, mur-
ders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of 
which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told 
you in time past, that those who practice such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 
NKJV 
 
These are signs of a life that is out of control and 
only results in wasted time, weakened bodies, 
warped thinking, and wrecked lives.  The end 

result – eternal damnation!   

 
If you backslide into a life controlled by the flesh 
you will burn in hell forever: Revelation 21:8 – 
“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, 
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idola-
ters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake 
which burns with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death.” 
 
Revelation 22:14-15 – “Blessed are those who do 
His commandments, that they may have the 
right to the tree of life, and may enter through 
the gates into the city.  But outside are dogs and 


