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Obeying God

When you are making a very important decision in life, what is the question you usually ask?  Some will say, “Is this
going to profit me, is this going to bring me pleasure, what are other folks going to think?”

But what’s the bottom line question that should be asked every single time we have to make a decision? “Am I
obeying God?”

God loves us unconditionally and has amazing plans for each one of us if we follow Him wholeheartedly.  But if we
want God’s best in our lives, we must learn to obey God in all things! Obedience to God is the path to the greatest life
possible – it is the most important issue in life!

Most people don’t like to think about obedience, “There are many other subjects in the Bible that are much more
pleasant!” But if you don’t get this one straight, the rest won’t matter!

Every child comes into the world with an attitude of disobedience! “Not my child!” Just give them a few months
and you will find out! Every parent must invest time and effort in training their children to be obedient. If you don’t
discipline your children, you are teaching them to be disobedient. If we don’t learn obedience, we are not fit to live
with!

In the same way, we must also learn to obey God. No one comes into this world knowing how to obey – we have to
learn how to live the Christian life. Even Jesus learned obedience; not because He sinned, but as a pattern for us:
Hebrews 5:8 - “Even though Jesus was God’s Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered.” How
does a Christian learn obedience, where do we start?

I. How important is obedience

Deuteronomy 5:32-33: “Therefore you shall be careful to do as the Lord your God has commanded you: you
shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.  You shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God has
commanded you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in
the land which you shall possess.”

1 Samuel 15:22-23: “But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the Lord:  your burnt offerings and
sacrifices or your obedience to his voice?  Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is better
than offering the fat of rams.  Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols.
So because you have rejected the command of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.”

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14: “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear God and keep his commandments,
for this is the whole duty of man.  For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing,
whether it is good or whether it is evil.”

Matthew 7:21 – “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heaven.”

1 John 2:15-17: “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the
will of God abides forever.”
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II. Definition of obedience

“Obedience is doing what God says, when He says it, how He says it, for whatever reason He says it, with whom
He says it.”

What is the greatest enemy to obedience? Partial obedience. For example, God says to “obey the gospel” if we
want to be saved. “Well, I believe in Jesus, isn’t that enough, isn’t that obedience?”

Many Christians can name you all the things they do partially, or sort of, or sometimes! However, if the Lord gives
us instructions (and He has), He expects us to do exactly what He has said. Sometimes we do part of it, so we think
we’ve done enough and that we’ve been obedient. Partial obedience is not obedience!

Sometimes we wonder “Why doesn’t God bless me?” The first place to look is within yourself and ask this question,
“Am I truly living a Godly and obedient life, or am I a carnal Christian?”

Carnal Christians are believers who choose to obey only when it’s convenient. They go to church, read their Bible
and pray, but they have reserved certain parts of their lives to do what they want to do! Carnality is that part of us that
does not want to be obedient to God (our flesh). Things that are convenient we obey, things that are not convenient
we don’t, but we are not being obedient to God when we do this. Many people are in trouble with God because of
this!

The importance of doing what the Lord says is demonstrated in the story of Adam and Eve. He didn’t talk to them
about faith or humility, but only about obedience. He gave them permission to eat from all the trees in the Garden—
except one. What did they do?  They went straight to that one tree! When they failed the test, sin and its consequences
entered the world. All of us have chosen to be disobedient as well!

Obedience is God’s absolute bottom line, but most people are not willing to commit themselves to that – “Whatever
God says is what I’m going to do!”

Obedience is God’s way for His children, it is the best way every single solitary time! If you believe that, say
“amen!” Then why don’t you do it?

Because we have all kinds of reasons and excuses, “Well, but you don’t know about this, you don’t know how they
treated me, here’s what’s going on in my life, here’s my need!”

Sometimes we make excuses for why we don’t obey God – we say that our situations, needs, and hurts are legitimate
reasons for disobedience. We forget that the Lord is engineering our circumstances and working them all out for our
good.

“Is God’s way is the best way?” Yes! So if I have a need and God allows that need, is that the best way at that
moment?  Yes! If I hurt over something, is that the best way at that moment? Yes!

Friends, God never said that life would not be hurtful, painful, filled with hardship, etc., but He has committed to
blessing those who obey Him, regardless of the circumstances.

We’re always happier when we obey, yet oftentimes we struggle, thinking we’ll miss out on something good or
experience hardship if we follow the Lord. There may be some things in life you need to miss.  If you are walking in
God’s will, you won’t miss anything that matters!
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III. How do we learn to obey the Lord?

We can obey our heavenly Father if we:

Fall in love with Him. John 14:15 - “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” Notice Jesus didn’t say, “If you
keep My commands, I’ll love you.” He already loves you perfectly, and He could never love you more than He does
at this very moment. If we love Him for Who He is, we will want to obey Him.

1 John 5:2-3: “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not
burdensome.”

Choose to trust Him. If we don’t trust the Lord, we won’t obey Him. One of the primary reasons we don’t obey God
is that we don’t believe what He says, that God is who He says He is, and that He will do what He has promised.
Trusting God means we do things His way!

When God says “I will supply all your needs,” then we go out and do something stupid or dishonest in order to get
something that we want or desire, what we’ve said is “I don’t believe God.”

Joshua 24:15 - “And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve…but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

Meditate upon His Word every day. You will not live an obedient life with a closed Bible – this is God’s primary
means of leading us. Within its pages is the answer to whatever situation we’re facing. When Joshua needed
guidance, the Lord told him:

Joshua 1:7-9: “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not
deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be successful in everything you do.
Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything
written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. This is my command—be strong and
courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

God is so personally interested in you that He will give you guidance in every single situation in your life. I have
never gone to the Word of God when He didn’t give me an answer! All He desires is our obedience!

There are some who never read the Bible, so they don’t do what God says, then wonder why things don’t work out.
Why should God answer your request when He knows you are going to be disobedient anyway? Luke 6:46 – “But
why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?”

Make a commitment to obey His Word. In other words, anything you read in the Bible that tells you what to do or
not to do—do that.

James 1:21-25: “So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in
your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it
says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing
at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully
into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God
will bless you for doing it.”
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Just like a parent with a child, God is saying to each of us, “Why don’t you just do what I tell you to do? I’m telling
you this for your own good.” The truth is, whatever God asks us to do, it’s for our benefit, so we need to take it
seriously and submit to His direction.

God is not taking things away from us to be mean or giving us a long list of impossible rules. He’s teaching us what
things are going to benefit us and what aren’t, because He wants us to live the very best life we can. He doesn’t want
us to be bitter, hurt, resentful, and lost, which often come as a result of disobedience. He wants us to experience love,
joy, peace!

Determine to wait upon the Lord in prayer. In addition to searching the scriptures and obeying God’s instructions,
we must also pray and wait for God to answer our prayers, even when we can’t figure out what God is doing or why
He delays.

Matthew 7:7-8: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.”

Remember, God will either say yes, no, here’s something else, or just wait! He may want you to do something, but
not necessarily right now! God loves us enough and knows us perfectly enough to know when we are ready for
whatever it is we are asking for.  What you want may be right down the center of the will of God, but the timing is
important!  It’s the getting ahead of God that gets us in trouble (Jonah). If you aren’t praying, it won’t be long before
you step ahead of God and you will be out of God’s will. Being obedient to God means we follow His timing!

Psalm 62:1-2: “I wait quietly before God, for my victory comes from him. He alone is my rock and my
salvation, my fortress where I will never be shaken.”

Psalm 62:5 – “Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him.”

If I’m going to be obedient, I must be willing to wait even when I don’t understand why I should wait, when I can’t
figure out what God is up to, when I think I’ve waited long enough. Waiting requires patience and faith!

Walk when the way is not clear. We’ll miss the Lord’s will for our lives if we refuse to obey until we know what’s
going to happen. None of us can foresee what He will do. Our responsibility is to simply obey Him today, knowing
that He holds tomorrow. Hebrews 11:8 – “It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave
home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he
was going.”

God guides us and directs us. However, He isn’t going to let you see the distant scene. So you might as well quit
looking for it. He promises a lamp unto our feet, not a crystal ball into the future. Psalm 119:105 – “Your word is a
lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.”

We do not need to know what will happen tomorrow. We only need to know He leads us and we will find grace to
help us when we need it! Obedience is trusting God to be in your life who He says He will be!

Decide to experience possible conflict. Anyone who obeys the Lord will encounter conflict. Others to include your
own family members may not understand or agree with you and may actively oppose you. 2 Timothy 3:12 –
“…everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”

Matthew 10:37-38: “If you love your father or mother more than you love me, you are not worthy of being
mine; or if you love your son or daughter more than me, you are not worthy of being mine. If you refuse to
take up your cross and follow me, you are not worthy of being mine.”
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It is possible that we might be misunderstood, lose a job, or be rejected by friends. However, if we’ll obey His
instructions, we’ll experience God’s best and enjoy the satisfaction of pleasing Him.

Leave the consequences to God. If you wait until you can figure out the consequences, you will never obey God!
Psalm 32:8 – “The Lord says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch
over you.”

When He challenges us to obey, our minds could fill with doubts: “Suppose He can’t fix this situation. What if He
doesn’t provide enough? What if He doesn’t show up?”

When these thoughts come to mind, we must remember that the Lord is always sufficient and adequate for every issue
in our lives. Our job is simply to obey and then watch Him work out His will in our lives in surprising ways. We
always lose when we do not obey God!

Philippians 4:19 – “And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious
riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.”

Accept divine chastisement in response to disobedience. Just like a parent will discipline a child to teach him
obedience, God disciplines His children when we disobey. The question is: “How will we respond?” If we resist His
chastisement and blame Him for all our troubles, we’re demonstrating that we have not learned obedience.

Hebrews 12:5-6: “…“My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are
rebuked by Him; For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”

Hebrews 12:11 – “No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a
peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.”

IV. Conclusion

John 10:10 – “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may
have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

Living the abundant life all boils down to one question, “Am I going to be obedient to God or not?”

“Obey God, leave all the consequences to Him!” If we do that, we will save ourselves a lot of heartache, burden,
embarrassment, and loss in lots of ways along the way. You can’t lose when you obey the Lord – you will lose
everything if you don’t!

Are you living in obedience? Would you consider yourself an obedient Christian? Is there any area in your life where
you are being disobedient?

“It is a great deal easier to do that which God gives us to do, no matter how hard it is, than to face the
responsibilities of not doing it.” Dr. J.R. Miller, 18th Century

James 4:17 – “Anyone who knows the right thing to do, but does not do it, is sinning.” NCV


