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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Heart Check-Up 

Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 
 

When I turned seven I decided I wanted to be a heart sur-
geon more than anything else in the world. I found an 
anatomical picture of a human heart in an old textbook, 
traced it on notebook paper, and put that drawing on my 
bedroom door as a constant reminder - I still have that 
sketch today. I’ll never forget spending literally hours in 
the cadaver lab studying, memorizing, and marveling at 
such a phenomenal creation. Over the years my career 
choices changed, but I still retain a deep passion for the 
human heart. While man has tried to create a substitute 
or an artificial heart - our efforts have truly paled in com-
parison to God’s original model. 
 

The word “heart” appears in the Bible hundreds of times 
in both the Old and New Testaments. However, in the 
English language the word heart rarely means the cardio-
vascular pump within your chest cavity. Instead, it is al-
most always referring to the essence of man - your inner 
being. When someone says, “Follow your heart” they are 
not talking literally about following the organ that pumps 
blood. 
 

While your anatomical heart is vital to your earthly exist-
ence, your inner heart reveals who you really are, and 
who you have chosen to follow - and gives a good indica-
tion of where you will spend eternity. The world is quick 
to toss around the word heart in phrases like: “Trust 
your heart.” “Believe with all your heart.” “Follow your 
heart.” 
 

In other words, trust in yourself. But the Bible says: 
Psalm 66:18 – “If I had not confessed the sin in my 
heart, the Lord would not have listened.” NLT 

Sunday Morning Servers 

November 30, 2014 
 

1st Prayer ............................ Ronald Kirksey 
Scripture .............................. Jody McFadden 
Closing Prayer .................... Leonard Wilson 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Frank & Ella  
                                          Crouch 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Steve Eppes, 
John Wilson, Alan Mahon 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...Sugar 
 
December 1………..Turn in Best Choice  Labels  
December 1………..Children’s Home Christmas  
                               Gifts Delivered 
December 2………..Ladies’ Christmas Party (6 p.m.) 

December 2………..Elders/Deacons Meet (6 p.m.) 
December 4…………Celebrate Recovery  
                               (6:30-8:30p.m.) 
December 7……… Special Contribution 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

November 30, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Rick Phillips 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......45 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...66 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..37 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...32 
Contribution………….…........................NA 
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Rather than embracing a heart transplant and 
the desire for a new heart, they would rather 
allow their hearts to become calloused and 
hardened like the Pharaoh in Egypt (Exodus).  
 

Proverbs 21:2 – “People may be right in 
their own eyes, but the Lord examines their 
heart.”  NLT 
 

The Apostle Paul warned, Romans 2:5 - “But 
in accordance with your hardness and your 
impenitent heart you are treasuring up for 
yourself wrath in the day of wrath and rev-
elation of the righteous judgment of God…” 
NKJV 
 

Solomon delivered this fitting piece of wis-
dom regarding the heart: Proverbs 4:23 – 
“Guard your heart above all else, for it de-
termines the course of your life.” NLT 
 

The inspired Psalmist declared, Psalm 51:10 
– “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.” NKJV  
 

This should be the cry of every human on the 
planet, because only then can we truly, 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and 
lean not on your own understanding; In all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). NKJV 
 

What does your heart look like? What shape 
is it in? Our society has trained most people 
to look primarily upon external features.  
 

Many young people idolize reality stars that 
“look” good but are living ungodly lives. 
Christians should always remember:   
 
1 Samuel 16:7 - “But the Lord said to Samu-
el, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at his 
physical stature, because I have refused 
him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; 
for man looks at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the heart.’” NKJV 

When God looks into your heart does He see a 
servant who desperately wants to serve Him, or 
does He see someone who is wanting to be in 
control of his or her own life, giving God the 
leftovers of time and money? Does He see 
words and thoughts of kindness and compas-
sion, or does He see harsh words and a mean 
spirit?  
 

Matthew 5:8 - “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.” NKJV 
 

If you haven’t had a heart transplant let me 
strongly encourage you to schedule your sur-
gery immediately. Isn’t it time you got rid of 
that old diseased heart and received a new heart 
that is pure and ready to serve Him? 
 

Psalm 51:10 – “Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” 
NKJV  
 

Psalm 51:16-17: “For You do not desire sacri-
fice, or else I would give it; You do not delight 
in burnt offering.  The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart – 
These O God, You will not despise.” NKJV 
 

Psalm 86:11 – “Teach me your ways, O Lord, 
that I may live according to your truth! Grant 
me purity of heart, so that I may honor you.” 
NLT 
 

Ezekiel 18:31 – “Cast away from you all the 
transgressions which you have committed, 
and get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit.  For why should you die, O house of 
Israel?” NKJV 
 

Joel 2:12-13: “Now, therefore, says the Lord, 
Turn to Me with all your heart, with fasting, 
with weeping, and with mourning. So rend 
your heart, and not your garments; return to 
the Lord your God, for He is gracious and mer-
ciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and 
He relents from doing harm.” NKJV 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Angella Holleman has breast cancer. 
 
Tristen DeWhitt has QT Intervals. 
 
Judith Stevenson is recovering from heart surgery. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Vivian Wilson,  Leon-
ard Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Steven-
son, Doris Vanaman, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Bet-
ty Gibson,  Johnita Burnett, Joanne Crouch, Larry 
Nixon, Gary Davis, Ruby Hood, Rick Armstrong, 
Kathy Pulley, Jerry Dallas, David Meredith, Gil-
bert & Margie Hess, Dora Lou Hoyskn, Haley 
Jones, James Johnson, Jr., Eddie Taylor, Harold 
Lacy 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Gladie 
Kemp, who passed away last week. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
Christmas gifts for the Children’s Home in Para-
gould need to be turned in by Sunday, November 
30th. 
 
Best Choice & Campbell Soup Labels need to be 
turned in to Laura Stephens by Monday, December 
1st. 
 
Ladies’ Christmas party will be held in the fellow-
ship room Tuesday, December 2nd, at 6:00 p.m.  
Please bring an ornament. All ladies are invited. 
 
Elders & deacons will meet in the library Tuesday, 
December 2nd, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Special Contribution is Sunday, December 7th.   
Please keep this in mind. 
 
 
 

Jeremiah 17:9-10: “The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked; 
who can know it?  I, the Lord, search the 
heart; I test the mind, even to give every 
man according to his ways, according to the 
fruit of his doings.” NKJV 
 

Matthew 15:19 - “For out of the heart pro-
ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, for-
nications, thefts, false witness, blasphe-
mies.” NKJV 
 

Mark 7:21-23: “For from within, out of a per-
son’s heart, come evil thoughts, sexual im-
morality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, 
wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envy, 
slander, pride, and foolishness. All these 
vile things come from within; they are what 
defile you.” NLT 
 

James 4:8 – “Come close to God, and God 
will come close to you. Wash your hands, 
you sinners; purify your hearts, for your 
loyalty is divided between God and the 
world.” NLT 
 

If this organ is so wicked, what is a Christian 
to do? The answer should be obvious. A seri-
ous examination of your heart will reveal it is 
sick and needs to be transplanted!  
 

Ezekiel 36:26 - “I will give you a new heart 
and put a new spirit within you; I will take 
the heart of stone out of your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh.” NKJV 
 

God stands ready to give you a new heart if 
you are willing to give up the old one. This is 
a part of putting on the “new man” in an ef-
fort to cleanse the inner man (Colossians 3). 
 

Many people have bought into the humanistic 
teaching that man is not so bad, and thus, 
they bristle at the thought of needing to 
cleanse their heart.  
 
 


