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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
You struggle with WHAT? 

Jack Wilkie 
 
There’s a phrase we like to use for those things we don’t want 
to tell anyone about. These facts or thoughts are something we 
generally hide from even our family and best friends. We call 
them our deepest, darkest secrets. Why? Well, we bury them 
deeply and keep them hidden in the dark because they would 
embarrass us greatly if revealed. Other people would judge us, 
mock us, and, what scares us most, view us differently. So, the 
deep, dark secrets get deeper and darker. 
 
When those deep, dark secrets are sin problems, we must re-
member that we’re supposed to share our struggles with our 
Christian family so they can help us: 
 
Galatians 6:1-2: “Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer 
is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently 
and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And 
be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. Share 
each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.”  
NLT 
 
James 5:16 - “Confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed…” NLT 
 
Unfortunately, a lot of times the church isn’t doing a very good 
job of being open to confession. Instead, our response can of-
ten drive people into even further secrecy. 
 
Recently I was able to attend a preachers meeting where Jack 
Dodgen of OvercomeOnline.org gave a presentation on por-
nography’s effect on the church and ways we can work on end-
ing the problem.  
 
The response was mostly positive, with the majority of those in 
attendance recognizing how common the issue is, but a couple 
didn’t see it that way. 
 

Sunday Morning Servers 

November 2, 2014 
 

1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer .................... Leonard Wilson 
Announcements ................ Doug Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Jody McFadden 
Greeters……………………..Lonnie & Judy  
                                          Seabaugh 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh                         
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Steve Eppes, 
John Wilson, Alan Mahon 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 (Jeanie,  Kathy, Melinda,  
                                       Peggy Burnett) 
Children’s Home…...Hair Gel/Mousse 
 
November 2………..Time Change 
November 4………..Prayer Meeting 6-7 P.M. 
November 4……..…Elders Mtg/Lady Devo 7 P.M. 
November 6………..Celebrate Recovery 
                                    6:30-8:30 pm     
November 9………..Baby Girl Shower    
November 15……...Children’s Mission Group   
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Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

November 2, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......50 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...90 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..32 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...27 
Contribution………….…...........$1,676.00 
 
 

http://focuspressblog.com/2014/10/20/you-struggle-with-what/www.overcomeonline.org
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Imagine how the man who struggles with homo-
sexual temptation feels when he’s told he’s no 
different than the serial pedophiles down at the 
prison (a sin and crime that must be dealt with 
completely differently, but still a comparison 
you’ve probably heard).  
 
These people are the man or woman on the pew 
next to you, your friend, possibly even your family 
member, and in a lot of cases, ourselves. Don’t 
stigmatize people’s sin struggles by talking about 
how you just can’t understand how someone 
could be so depraved when you don’t know how 
hard they’re fighting to overcome that temptation. 
 
Could you imagine Jesus saying to the prostitutes 
or adulterers who came to Him, “You did WHAT?” 
Instead, He showed them that He loved them, and 
then He helped them.  
 
It was the Pharisees who said things like, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know what kind 
of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!” (Luke 
7:39).  
 
How would your church have responded in that 
situation? How would you have responded? How 
you respond to those with secret, unpopular sins 
today gives us the answer. 
 
Generally speaking, those with secret sins are sin-
ners just like everyone else – they just have a 
struggle that we’ve decided is less acceptable than 
anger, gossip, or even non-technology-aided lust 
(again, the same mistake the Pharisees made).  
 
Use words that give grace in time of need, because 
those dealing with secret sin, whatever it might be, 
really need words of grace and encouragement. 
 
Ephesians 4:29 – “Don’t use foul or abusive lan-
guage. Let everything you say be good and help-
ful, so that your words will be an encourage-
ment to those who hear them.” NLT 
 
Provide a way for people to find help. Some 
churches have accountability groups. Others simp-
ly offer a person to contact (“If you’re struggling 
with _________, call elder/preacher/member at 
__________”).  

If you sense that people are struggling with a certain 
type of sin, preach or teach what the Bible says about 
it in a loving way and offer some kind of action they 
can take if they need help. We understand this with 
drug addicts, with those suffering mental illness, and 
with other earthly struggles. Why can’t we do the 
same for those suffering the scars of spiritual war-
fare? 
 
Work on building a church family culture where 

people can be open with each other. Statistically, 
pornography isn’t too far behind anger, gossip, and 
lying when it comes to sin problems our members 
struggle with. Those struggling with homosexuality 
and other “secret sins” are increasing as well.  
 
Though you’re not likely to see people discussing 
secret sins openly in the church foyer, they need to 
see from their church leadership that it’s alright to 
talk about these sins. They need to hear sermons and 
classes that talk about all sins, those we typically talk 
about and those we don’t. 
 
A church that refuses to discuss how to deal with 
such temptations tells people that they will not be 
heard if they speak up. It’s hard to imagine a hospital 
shunning and silencing cancer patients looking for 
treatment. In the same way, a church should never be 
a place where people struggling with sin feel they 
can’t get help. Create a culture where people are com-
fortable coming to confess their sins with their Chris-
tian family. 
 
We all need to work hard on showing love to every-
body, because everybody needs it. That doesn’t stop 
short at the person in our midst who is struggling 
with some secret sin. Don’t stigmatize people’s sins 
with a broad brush when you don’t know what 
they’re going through. Don’t drive them into keeping 
deep, dark secrets by telling them how much worse 
their sin is than yours.  
 
Each of us has to decide between responding like a 
Pharisee – “I can’t believe he/she struggles with 
THAT. Thank God I’m not like that guy!” – or like 
Jesus, helping people find forgiveness, grace, and 
love. 
 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Vivian Wilson came home Monday. 
 
Libby Mahon is in St. Bernards. 
 
Roger Green had shoulder surgery. 
 
Eddie Taylor had liver surgery October 27th, 
at St. Bernards. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Peggy Burnett, 
Leonard Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & 
Patty Stevenson, Doris Vanaman, Betty An-
drews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson, Susan Culpep-
per, Douglas Cullum, Johnita Burnett, Joan 
Crouch, Judith Stevenson, Gary Davis, Belle 
Jones, Ruby Hood, Rick Armstrong, Kathy 
Pulley, Jerry Dallas, Ronnie Gooding, David 
Meredith, Gilbert & Margie Hess, Dora Lou 
Hoyskn 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
Congratulations to Dillon & Brandye Wilson 
on the birth of a daughter, Darcy Dillon, born 
October 21, 2014. Darcy weighed 7 lb. 3 oz. & 
was 20 inches long.  Proud grandparents are 
David & Jeanie Wilson. 
 
Daylight Savings Time ends November 2nd. 
 
Baby Girl Shower for Darcy Dillon Wilson will 
be held in the fellowship room Sunday, No-
vember 9th, from 2:00-4:00p.m.  All ladies are 
invited to attend. 
 

Their response was basically, “These perverts just 
need to read the Bible. It tells them what they 
need to do.” 
 
First, it doesn’t work that way. “Read, pray, and 
then obey” is a brilliant strategy on paper, but 
temptations (and especially long-term addictions) 
are rarely, if ever, that easy to overcome. But that’s 
beside the point. 
 
Second, and what I want to focus on in this article, 
we have no business stigmatizing secret sins. To 
continue to use pornography as the example, it’s a 
sin that is dealt with by roughly half of the men 
and teenagers in any given church (and an ever-
increasing number of Christian women, too).  
 
It’s not just that one sin we stigmatize, though. 
Another preacher friend posted on Facebook this 
weekend about how much easier we are on the 
pornography addict than the one who struggles 
with homosexuality, and that can be true as well.  
 
Many times we take any sin that we don’t like, 
makes us uncomfortable, or deem as far worse 
than our own, put it in a separate category and 
make anyone who struggles with it feel so worth-
less that they don’t know where to turn for help.  
 
The problem is, they step outside the doors of the 
church building and those sins are everywhere. 
They walk back in and the sins are completely ig-
nored, shoved under the rug as a problem for 
those awful people who aren’t like us. 
 
We talk about the need to confess sins, be open 
with each other, and feel the love from our church 
family when we fall… and then we push people to 
suppress their deep, dark secret sins even further 
away from the light by such words and actions. A 
few brief thoughts that every church should keep 
in mind with “those sins.” 
 
Don’t EVER demean those who struggle with 

sins. In Paul’s writing there was a broad difference 
between how he wrote about those who had com-
pletely turned their backs on God in their pursuit 
of sins (Romans 1) and those who were working to 
come out of those sins (1 Corinthians 6:9-19).  
 


