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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Journey through the stages of grief  -  Part 2 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2: “For everything there is a season, a time 
for every activity under heaven. A time to be born and a time 
to die…” NLT 

 

“When we face loss—we experience grief!”  Last week we 

learned how the usual/normal response of sorrow, emotion and 
confusion that comes  when we lose someone that is important 
to us is grief! 
 
We also learned not everyone who goes through the grieving 
process will experience the same exact emotions, everyone is 
different, they may not all handle grief in the same way, and 
that’s ok. 
 
But there are several identifiable stages or phases of grief that 
people usually do face on some level, such as numbness/
shock, denial, depression, loneliness, withdrawal, panic, anxi-
ety, anger, guilt, bitterness, etc. 
 

Hope  and  a  New  Reality:  Eventually, after so many nega-

tive experiences, though they may be grief-stricken, with God’s 
help, a person can begin to experience hope again.  
 
In the book, “Walking with Those Who Weep: A Guide to Grief 
Support,” Don Williams wrote, “You are still grieving and will 
continue to grieve at times of special remembrances 
(holidays, birthday of deceased, anniversaries, etc.), but now 
you see the light at the end of the tunnel. You have gone back 
to living and you have accepted life as it is. You begin to 
make major decisions once again. You can look at mementos 
of your loved ones and remember good times together. As a 
result of your journey through grief, you will be a changed 
person. You will be more appreciative of your lost loved one, 
more aware that living involves loss, and better equipped to 
help others with their losses!” 
 

Sunday Morning Servers 

November 16, 2014 
 

1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Doug & Kay  
                                          Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Steve Eppes, 
John Wilson, Alan Mahon 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Lasagna Noodles 
 
November 18………..Prayer Meeting (6-7 p.m.) 
November 20……….Celebrate Recovery (6:30-8:30 pm) 
November 17………Blood Drive  (City Hall 4-8 p.m.) 
November 18……..Flu Clinic (City Hall 11:00 a.m.) 
November 20……...Benefit for Kathy Pulley 
                                (City Hall 5:30-8:00 p.m.) 
December 1………..Turn in Best Choice  Labels  
December 1………..Children’s Home Christmas Gifts 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

November 16, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Ronald Kirksey 
Closing Prayer  ................... Jody McFadden 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......35 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...66 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..35 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...29 
Contribution………….…...........$1,701.90 
 
 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
Life after loss changes life!  However, Chris-

tians have blessings that are not available to oth-
ers who make this journey: 
 

Help and comfort from God: 2 Corinthians 1:3-

4: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of 
all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribula-
tion, that we may be able to comfort those who 
are in any trouble, with the comfort with which 
we ourselves are comforted by God.” NKJV 
 

Real hope of life after death and a reunion 

with loved ones: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: “But I 

do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, con-
cerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you 
sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
God will bring with Him those who sleep in Je-
sus. For this we say to you by the word of the 
Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 
coming of the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with 
these words.” NKJV 
 

Perhaps the best news for the Christian is that, as 
you travel the journey of grief, Jesus - who wept at 
the grave of Lazarus (John 11:35) and who said, 
“…I am with you always…” (Matthew 28:20) - 
will always be with you.   
 

Finding support after a loss: The single most 

important factor in healing from loss is having 
the support of other people. Even if you aren’t 
comfortable talking about your feelings under 
normal circumstances, it’s important to express 
them when you’re grieving. Sharing your loss 
makes the burden of grief easier to carry.  
 
Wherever the support comes from, accept it and 
do not grieve alone. Connecting to others will help 
you heal. 

Turn to friends and family members: Now is the 

time to lean on the people who care about you, even 
if you take pride in being strong and self-sufficient. 
Draw loved ones close, rather than avoiding them, 
and accept the assistance that’s offered!  
 
If someone you care about has suffered a loss, you 
can help them heal by asking about their feelings, 
spending time just being with them, and listening 
when they want to talk.   
 
1 Thessalonians 4:18 - “Therefore comfort one an-
other with these words.” NKJV 

 

Draw comfort from your relationship with God: 

Spiritual activities that are meaningful to you – such 
as praying, meditating, or going to church – can offer 
comfort.  
 
Matthew 11:28-30: “Then Jesus said, “Come to me, 
all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. 
Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle 
at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you 
is light.” NLT 
 
Meditating on God’s promise that He will one day 
remove our sorrow can bring great comfort to our 
soul: 
 
Revelation 21:4 - “And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, 
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more 
pain, for the former things have passed away.”  
NKJV 
 

************************************* 

 
 

“Our God is a God of the broken heart.”   

 

Psalm 56:8 – “You keep track of all my sor-

rows. You have collected all my tears in 

your bottle. You have recorded each one in 

your book.” NLT 

 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Vivian Wilson, 
Peggy Burnett, Leonard Wilson, Glenda Tar-
water, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Doris Vana-
man, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson, 
Susan Culpepper, Douglas Cullum, Iva Dell 
Albo,  Roger Green, Johnita Burnett, Joanne 
Crouch, Larry Nixon, Judith Stevenson, Gary 
Davis, Belle Jones, Ruby Hood, Rick Arm-
strong, Kathy Pulley, Jerry Dallas, Ronnie 
Gooding, David Meredith, Gilbert & Margie 
Hess, Dora Lou Hoyskn, Eddie Taylor 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
We rejoice  that Hannah Wallis came forward 
Sunday requesting prayers for strength! 
 
Blood Drive is Monday, November 17th, from 
4-8 p.m. at City Hall. 
 
Flu Clinic is Tuesday, November 18th, at 11 
a.m. at City Hall. 
 
Benefit for Kathy Pulley will be held at City 
Hall Thursday, November 20, from 5:30-8:00 
p.m. 
 
Best Choice & Campbell Soup Labels need to 
be turned in to Laura Stephens by December 
1st. 
 
Christmas gifts for the Children’s Home in 
Paragould need to be delivered by December 
1st. 
 

Looking at the journey through grief as being 
composed of stages may make the process seem 
more orderly than it really is. Even as you are 
grieving, you need to remember several facts 
about this process: 
 

The journey is not a straight-line trip!  

 

You will make detours or backtrack at times. You 
will jump from one stage to another or even skip a 
stage altogether. You will feel as if you were going 
around in circles. You may get stuck in one stage 
for a long time, making the journey seem to take 
forever.  
 

There is no predetermined timetable, every-

one travels at his own pace!  

 

For some people, grief lasts a few months. For oth-
ers, grieving may take years. Depending on what 
happened and who was involved, some may grieve 
on at least some levels for the rest of their lives! 
 
The length of time spent grieving is different for 
each person. There are many reasons for the dif-
ferences, including personality, health, coping 
style, culture, family background, and life experi-
ences. The time spent grieving also depends on 
your relationship with the person lost and how 
prepared you were for the loss. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:4 - “A time to cry and a time to 
laugh. A time to grieve and a time to dance.” NLT  
 

It’s ok to grieve! A person should not feel 

guilty for grieving in their way!  

 
More than anything, grieving people need to know 
that they are not alone: Psalm 23:4 – “Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. NKJV 
 

The destination: Does the “journey through 

grief” ever end? While you may find it hard to be-
lieve when you are depressed or angry, you can 
find some comfort in knowing that with God’s 
help, each stage, at least on some levels, will pass. 
 


