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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Truth about Temptation—Part 2 

 
So far we have examined three lies about temptation and what 
the truth really is: 
 

Lie #1:  “God tempts us to sin.” 

 
The Truth: “God does not tempt us to sin, but He allows us 
to be tempted.” 
 

Lie #2: “The devil made me sin.” 

 
The Truth: “The devil tempts us, but he cannot force us to 
sin.” 
 

Lie #3: “You can be so good that you will never be 

tempted.” 

 

The Truth: “All are tempted - the spiritually mature will not 
give in to temptation as often as others do, but no one can 
become so good that he will not be tempted.” 
 
Today we will examine the last four lies about temptation: 
 

Lie #4: “When you are tempted—that is, when you want 

or desire to do wrong—it is a sin.” 

 
Since Jesus said that lusting after a woman is sinful (Matthew 
5:28), we might conclude that being tempted - wanting to do 
wrong - is sinful. However, “lust” in Matthew 5:28 does not 
refer to a momentary desire to commit adultery. It is describ-
ing a strong, continual lusting after a woman that would, in 
fact, lead to adultery if circumstances permitted. 
 
Satan knows how to tempt us individually by offering us what 
we personally want – he provides the opportunity to sin.  Our 
desire to give in and commit the sin is called temptation. 

Sunday Morning Servers 

March 9, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Lonnie Seabaugh 
Announcements ................ Doug Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..Debbie Stokes 
                                          Joy Kay Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Sherman Cullum, George Burnett, Steve 
Eppes, Trey Scudder, Doug Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Spaghetti Sauce 
 
March 9………Daylight Savings Time Begins 
March 9……….P.M. Service Time 6:00  
March 16-19…Gospel Meeting (Guest  
                         Speaker—Robert Jefferies) 
March 16……..Potluck 
March 17……..Blood Drive 
March 24……..Children’s Home Truck 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

March 9, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Rick Phillips 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…....49 
Sunday Morning Worship…………71 
Sunday Evening Worship……..….NA 
Wednesday Worship………...……..47 
Contribution………….….................NA 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
The Truth: “Every person is unique, but 
everyone experiences the same kinds of 
temptations.” 
 

Lie #6: “When temptation is very strong, 

there is no way for me to resist it.” 

 
Many excuse their sin by claiming that their 
temptation was simply too strong for them to 
resist. 1 Corinthians  10:13 - “No temptation has 
overtaken you but such as is common to man; 
and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, 
so that you will be able to endure it.” 
 
Is temptation too strong to resist? It might be, 
except for one fact - God! If He did not help us in 
times of temptation, we would have no chance of 
resisting. 
 
However, God is on our side, and He will help us 
overcome temptation! Jesus said that we should 
pray to God: Matthew 6:13 – “And don’t let us 
yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil 
one.”   
 
When we are faced with temptation, we must be-
lieve that God will not allow us to be tempted 
beyond what we are able to resist and look for 
His way of escape. 
 
God allowed Satan to tempt Job, but He only al-
lowed him to go so far. He did not permit him to 
tempt Job beyond Job’s ability to resist. When 
Potiphar’s wife tried to get Joseph to commit 
adultery with her, God provided Joseph with a 
way of escape - an open door and legs with which 
to run (Genesis 39:11–18). 
 
While He always supplies a way of escape, God 
does not force us to take advantage of it. He pro-
vides the way for us to avoid sin, but He leaves 
the decision to us. Too many Christians, rather 
than fleeing from temptation, invite it. They go to 
places where they will be tempted and hang out 
with people who will tempt them to engage in 
activities that will tempt them further.  

If we invite temptation instead of fleeing from 
it, we are being hypocritical when we pray, “Do 
not lead us into temptation!” 
 
Christians cannot excuse their sinning by say-
ing, “The temptation was too strong; I could 
not resist it.” 
 

The Truth: “God will help Christians 
when they are tempted, but Christians 
must seek the way of escape that He pro-
vides.” 
 

Lie #7: “You have given in to temptation 

and have sinned so much you cannot be 

forgiven.” 

 
Once we have said “yes” to temptation and 
have given in to sin, the devil wants us to be-
lieve we are stuck in that condition for the rest 
of our lives, that God will not accept us because 
of the terrible sins we have committed. Of 
course, the truth is different.  
 
God loves us, and His grace is great enough to 
forgive any sin we may have committed. God 
forgave David for committing adultery and 
murder, and He forgave Peter for denying Je-
sus.  
 
In fact, God offered forgiveness to the very peo-
ple who caused Christ to be crucified. He can 
forgive us too! 
 
Remember – “If God wasn’t willing to forgive 
sin, heaven would be empty.”  
 
Psalm 86:5 – “O Lord, you are so good, so 
ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for 
all who ask for your help.” 
 

The Truth: “God can and will forgive any 
sin, if we will repent of that sin and seek 
forgiveness.” 

 
 
 
 

PRAYERS: 
 
Betty Hill, wife of Donald Hill, is having  heart 
problems at Baptist East in Memphis this week. 
 
Ted Harrison has stage 3 throat cancer. 
 
Kerigan Wilson had some teeth removed Thurs-
day. 
   
Others on the prayer list are:  Betty Andrews, 
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Daniel Barker, Thomas 
Reynolds, Roy “Hoot” Gibson, William Gibson, 
Steve Jernigan, Joyce Hawkins, Adrian Crouch, 
Tommy Parish, Virginia Harris, Rolland Tanner, 
Judith Hicks, Jean Smith Melton,  Duane Jaira, 
Bob Eppes, Judith Stevenson, Billy Baldwin, 
Johnita Burnett, Lisa Sanders, Gary Davis, John 
Chapel, Gary Poindexter, Chuck Lemmons, Kev-
in Beard, Kenneth Dowdy, Anita Trobaugh,  
Mary Devasier, Donald Davis, Danny Jackson, 
Mary Ruth Nesler, Lillie Deckleman, Tim Bur-
nette, Leslie Mosley, Joel Harris, Megan Reyn-
olds, Rosie Bledsoe, Jack Smith, Vera Ryba, 
Chris & Kelsey McIllwain, Amanda Jamison, Asa 
Walker, Michael Myers. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory) 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 
9th.  Set your clocks ahead one hour. 
 

Evening Service Sunday, March 9th, moves to 
6:00. 
 

Gospel Meeting will be held March 16th-19th, 
with guest speaker Robert Jefferies of 
Southaven, MS. 
 

Potluck dinner will be held after the morning 
service Sunday, March 16th. 
 
Blood Drive will be held at City Hall Monday, 
March 17th, from 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

We always have the choice to act on our desire or 
not, to give in or look for the way out.  
 
James 1:14-15: “But each one is tempted when 
he is drawn away by his own desires and en-
ticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
brings forth death.” 
 
The order in James 1:14-15 is significant: One can 
be “carried away” and “enticed by his own lust 
[desire]” and decide to sin.  
 
Then sin, “when it is fullgrown” (committed) 
brings about death. The important fact is that the 
desire itself is not sin. 
 

The Truth: “To be tempted is not a sin, but 
temptation leads to sin. We do not sin until 
we give in to the temptation!” 
 

Lie #5: “Other people have never been 

tempted as I have been.” 

 
Probably all of us have, at one time or another, 
believed the false idea that no one else has ever 
been tempted the way we were being tempted.  
 
1 Corinthians  10:13 - “No temptation has over-
taken you but such as is common to man; and 
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, 
so that you will be able to endure it.” 
 
While each of us is unique, we are all subject to 
the same kinds of temptations.  We are all tempt-
ed by “the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 
eyes and the pride of life” (1 John 2:15-17). 
 
Jesus Himself was “tempted in all things as we 
are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  
 
So no one can make excuses for their sin by say-
ing, “I was tempted in a way that no one else has 
ever experienced.” 
 
 
 


