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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Panoply of God Part 2 

 
Ephesians 6:10-19: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His might.  Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.  For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand.  Stand therefore, 
having girded your waist with truth, having put on 
the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod 
your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
above all, taking the shield of faith with which you 
will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying al-
ways with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
being watchful to this end with all perseverance and 
supplication for all the saints - and for me, that utter-
ance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth 
boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel…” 
 
Paul was a Roman citizen and a prisoner in Rome when 
he wrote this letter.  He was probably in the company of 
Roman legions who stood guard over him and was prob-
ably even chained to a soldier as he wrote.  So he would 
have been very familiar with the armor of a soldier. The 
order the armor is described is the exact order it would 
have been put on.  
 
Let’s suit up! 

Sunday Morning Servers 

March 30, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Doug Wilson 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..Frank & Ella 
                                          Crouch 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
                                          George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 
Sherman Cullum, George Burnett, Steve 
Eppes, Trey Scudder, Doug Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...Cereal 
 
April 1……...Ladies’ Devotional 
April 1……...Elders & Deacons Meet 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

March 30, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......61 
Sunday Morning Worship………...……75 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..41 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...47 
Contribution………….…….......$2,058.25 
 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
Scriptural truth is our primary line of de-
fense against Satan, the more our minds are 
filled with God’s word, the less susceptible 
we are to Satan’s deceptions and tempta-
tions.  Truth will expose the lies of the devil.  
Too many Christian soldiers become casual-
ties in the spiritual war because they do not 
concentrate on God’s truth.   
 

The body armor of God’s righteousness: 

Ephesians 6:14 – “…having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness…”   
 
Breastplates were made of chain mail, metal, 
or leather, and designed to protect the heart 
and vital organs in the soldier's chest.  
 
The heart is the primary target of the enemy 
– if it is hit it means certain death.   
 
In the same way our spiritual lives can dead-
en if our hearts are not right with God 
(Proverbs 4:23 – “Guard your heart above 
all else, for it determines the course of 
your life”). 
 
Our heart is to be protected by righteous-
ness.  Righteousness in the New Testament 
has to do with our relationship with God 
through Christ (Romans 6:20 – “And having 
been set free from sin, you became slaves 
of righteousness”).   
 
Righteousness means right-living! Right-
eousness is the total obedience to the known 
will of God. Satan’s fiery darts cannot pene-
trate one who is living a godly life in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  When we live a 
righteous life; our vital organs are protected 
from enemy attack.  
 
That’s why a Christian's best protection is to 
lead a God-fearing life. But if your conduct 
slips, if you neglect your salvation and begin 
to drift, you will not be protected.  

If you take off your breastplate of righteous-
ness, you expose your vital organs to the at-
tack of the enemy. 
 

The peace that comes from the good 

news: Ephesians 6:15 – “…and having shod 

your feet with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace…”   
 
Shoes seem pretty ordinary, but wars have 
hinged on them. Some historians credit foot-
wear as one of the greatest reasons why the 
Roman Army was so victorious over its ene-
mies.  
 
The sandals of the foot soldier were com-
posed of thick leather soles studded with 
cleats of iron or hollow headed nails (like foot-
ball cleats). This would give the soldier a firm 
footing during the battle on hills and uneven 
terrain.  
 
The American forces at Valley Forge had poor 
shoes or none at all, and their morale almost 
evaporated. Why?  Because swords and hel-
mets are useless if your feet are sore! 
 
The equivalent of strong, well-fitting shoes for 
the Christian is that we should be equipped to 
spread the gospel of peace – “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the gospel 
of peace” (Romans 10:15).   
 
The Christian soldier can be ready to resist 
every onslaught of Satan because the gospel 
of peace prepares him to do so.  When we 
stand in these shoes, Satan cannot knock us 
down.   
 
Satan will attempt to trip us, but we can stand 
firm in the middle of battle if we know that we 
are safe in Christ through the gospel.   

 
To be continued... 

PRAYERS: 
 
Sherman Cullum is in room 227 Health-
South in Jonesboro. 
 
Leonard Wilson will have a CT Scan Thurs-
day, March 27th, & see the doctor April 1st. 
 
Verlin Crouch had a 4-wheeler accident & 
crushed some fingers. 
 
Others on the prayer list are:  Betty An-
drews, R.W. & Betty Gibson, Daniel Barker, 
Thomas Reynolds, Lori Reynolds, Susan 
Reynolds, Adrian Crouch, Tommy Parish, 
Judith Hicks, Jean Smith Melton,  Duane 
Jaira, Judith Stevenson,   Lisa Sanders, 
Gary Davis, John Chapel, Gary Poindexter, 
Chuck Lemmons, Kevin Beard, Kenneth 
Dowdy, Blair Jefferies, Anita Trobaugh,  
Donald Davis, Danny Jackson, Mary Ruth 
Nesler, Tim Burnette, Leslie Mosley, Joel 
Harris, Megan Reynolds, Jack Smith, Vera 
Ryba, Michael Myers, Ted Harrison, Betty 
Hill, Donald Pohlner, Jerry Cotton. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
Sympathy  is extended to the family of Vir-
ginia Harris,  cousin of Sherman Cullum, 
who passed away. 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Alma 
Ruth Gibson who passed away.  Ms. Gibson 
was formerly of Fisher.  Her funeral is Mon-
day, March 31st. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Thanks to all who contributed to items for 
the Children’s Home in Paragould. 

The Belt of truth: Ephesians 6:14 – “Stand 

therefore, having girded your waist with 
truth…”   
 
The belt was a very important part of the 
Roman soldier’s uniform. He would have put 
the belt on first and it would have had many 
different loops to hold his weapons.  
 
The belt was tied in several places to stay in 
place and give the soldier freedom of move-
ment, so that no matter how the soldier 
moved about, fell down, climbed hills, etc., 
the belt was always in place with weapons 
ready to be used.  
 
If the belt was not on straight, then every-
thing would be out of place for the soldier. 
This would cut down his efficiency in battle 
and may even cost him his life.  
 
The belt kept the equipment in place, the 
same way truth keeps our spiritual weapons 
in place. The center of our armor is truth.  
 
1 Timothy 2:4 – “For this is good and ac-
ceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
Who desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.”  

 
John 8:32 – “And you shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.”   
 
John 17:17 – “Sanctify them by Your truth.  
Your word is truth.”  
 
The truth of God’s word is to be heard, 
loved, believed, defended, and obeyed.  With-
out this truth, we are unprepared for battle.  
The only way we will ever be able to hold our 
ground against the devil’s deceptions is to 
saturate ourselves with the truth.  We must 
get into the Word of God, feed upon it, fill 
our souls with it, and pray to understand it.   


