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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 5:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Truth about Temptation 

 
James 1:12 - “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for 
when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life 
which the Lord has promised to those who love him.” 
 
The basic meaning of the word “tempt” (temptation) in Greek is 
“to test, try, prove” or “to put to a trial.”  
 
The word is used in Matthew 16:1 (and similar passages) for 
the Pharisees’ testing of Jesus; in 2 Corinthians 13:5, where 
Christians are told to test themselves; and in John 6:6, where 
Jesus tested Philip.  
 
Testing, or trials, can have a beneficial effect if Christians will 
remain faithful during them because they develop character:  
James 1:2-3: “Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come 
your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you 
know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a 
chance to grow.” 
 
However, most of the time in the New Testament, the word re-
fers to “an allurement to evil” or “being tempted to sin.” That 
is the meaning we will learn more about as we contrast seven 
lies that people sometimes believe about temptation with what 
the Bible teaches. 
 

Lie #1:  “God tempts us to sin.” 

 
James 1:13 - “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being 
tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He 
Himself does not tempt anyone.” 
 
God does not tempt people, but He does allow people to be 
tempted.  He allowed Adam and Eve and Job and even Jesus to 
be tempted, He will allow us to be tempted as well. However, 
God will not allow us to be tempted above what we are able to 
endure (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

Sunday Morning Servers 

March 2, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Jerry & Kathy 
                                          Phipps 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
                                          George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Sherman Cullum, George Burnett, Steve 
Eppes, Trey Scudder, Doug Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...Small Freezer Bags 
March 2………Lewis Cemetery Meeting 
March 4………Ladies’ Devotional 
March 4………Elders & Deacons Meet 
March 9………Daylight Savings Time Begins 
March 9……...P.M. Service Time 6:00  
March 16-19…Gospel Meeting (Guest  
                            Speaker—Robert Jefferies) 
March 16……..Potluck 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

March 2, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... David McFadden 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…....59 
Sunday Morning Worship…………81 
Sunday Evening Worship………….51 
Wednesday Worship………...……..39 
Contribution………….…....$2,698.50 
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Revelation 12:9 – “This great dragon—the an-
cient serpent called the devil, or Satan, the one 
deceiving the whole world—was thrown down to 
the earth with all his angels.” 
 
Satan can tempt us, but he has to operate within 
the boundaries set by God. The devil cannot make 
us do what we do not want to do. The story of Job 
illustrates that God places a limit on Satan, that he 
cannot force us to sin. 
 
We need to see “the devil made me do it” for what 
it is - a lie, a way to try to excuse ourselves when 
we do what we know is wrong. 
 

The Truth: “The devil tempts us, but he can-
not force us to sin.” 
 

Lie #3: “You can be so good that you will 

never be tempted.” 

 
Every person, no matter how good they are, will be 
tempted. The apostle Paul was tempted (1 Corin-
thians 9:26-27).  
 
Job, who is described as “blameless, upright, fear-
ing God and turning away from evil” (Job 1:1) 
was tempted.  
 
David, a “man after God’s own heart,” was tempt-
ed. Adam and Eve, who were made in God’s image, 
were tempted.  
 
When we begin to think that we have achieved a 
level of spiritual maturity which keeps us from 
being tempted, we need to think again.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:12 -  “Therefore let him who 
thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.” 
 
Even Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was tempted 
(Matthew 4:1–11; Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14–16).  
 
If Jesus could be tempted, then everyone can be 
tempted—no matter how good we try to be.   
 
Hebrews 4:15 – “For we do not have a High 
Priest who cannot sympathize with our weak-
nesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, 
yet without sin.”   

You may think that Jesus never experienced the 
temptations you face, but if He was capable of 
being tempted, then He was capable of giving in 
and sinning, otherwise, there was no tempta-
tion.  Because of this, Jesus has compassion on 
us; He is not cold and unfeeling.  That’s why 
God can say this about Jesus:   
 
Hebrews 2:18 – “For in that He Himself has 
suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid 
those who are tempted.”   
 
In His temptations, Jesus taught us how to 
overcome our temptations - knowing and us-
ing the Word of God! 
 
Though He was divine and could have driven 
Satan off easily, He chose to use the same tools 
that we have – the word of God.  Every time 
Satan hit Him with another temptation, Jesus 
quoted from the scriptures.    
 
He overcame - and He showed us how to do the 
same. The only way we will be able to hold our 
ground against Satan’s deceptions is to saturate 
ourselves with the truth of God’s Word.  
 
His powerful example in resisting shows that 
we can too (1 Peter 2:21 - “Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example, that you should 
follow His steps”). 
 
As we mature in Christ, we should become 
more and more capable of resisting temptation. 
A sign of Christian maturity is the ability to 
follow in Jesus’ footsteps by being able to say 
“no” to the tempter the way Jesus did. We 
might say, “A mature Christian is not sinless, 
but a mature Christian will sin less.” 
 

The Truth: “All are tempted - the spiritu-
ally mature will not give in to temptation 
as often as others do, but no one can be-
come so good that he will not be tempt-
ed.” 
 
To be continued... 
 
 

PRAYERS: 
 
Those on the prayer list are:  Betty Andrews, 
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Daniel Barker, Lorri Reyn-
olds, Roy “Hoot” Gibson, William Gibson, Steve 
Jernigan, Joyce Hawkins, Glen Hirons, Tommy 
Parish, Virginia Harris, Rolland Tanner, Judith 
Hicks, Jean Smith Melton,  Duane Jaira, Brandon 
Hess, Michael Stevenson, Judith Stevenson, Bil-
ly Baldwin, Johnita Burnett, Lisa Sanders, Gary 
Davis, John Chapel, Gary Poindexter, Chuck 
Lemmons, Kevin Beard, Kenneth Dowdy, Anita 
Trobaugh, Pamella Martin, Mary Devasier, Don-
ald Davis, Danny Jackson, Mary Ruth Nesler, 
Lillie Deckleman, Tim Burnette, Leslie Mosley, 
Joel Harris, Megan Reynolds, Rosie Bledsoe, 
Jack Smith, Vera Ryba, Deanne Shelley. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory) 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Jack 
Knapple of Waldenburg who passed away.  Jack 
went to college with Sherman Cullum. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Lewis Cemetery meeting will be held in the fel-
lowship room Sunday, March 2nd, from 2:00-4:00 
p.m. 
 

Ladies’ Devotional will be held in the fellowship 
room Tuesday, March 4th, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Elders & deacons meet Tuesday, March 4th, at 
7:00 p.m. in the library. 
 

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 
9th.  Set your clocks ahead one hour. 
 

P.M. Service Sunday, March 9th, moves to 6:00. 
 

Gospel Meeting will be held March 16th-19th, 
with guest speaker Robert Jefferies of 
Southaven, MS. 
 

Potluck dinner will be held after the morning 
service Sunday, March 16th. 

What is the difference? Think of parents who do 
their best to teach their children not to use drugs. 
One way to prevent the children from taking 
harmful drugs would be to lock them in their 
rooms and never let them come into contact with 
anyone who might give or sell them drugs. But you 
can’t do that forever.  
 
Eventually, the children grow up.  All the parents 
can do is hope that they have taught their children 
well enough that, if they are faced with the temp-
tation to use drugs, they will make the right 
choice. If, however, the child makes the wrong de-
cision, is it necessarily the parents’ fault? No - the 
parents did allow the child to be tempted, but they 
certainly did not tempt him!  
 
In the same way, God does all He can to keep us 
from making wrong choices. In giving us the free-
dom to make our own decisions, He allows us to 
be tempted; but He Himself does not tempt us. By 
allowing us to face choices and temptations, He 
gives us the privilege to love and obey Him of our 
own free will. 
 

The Truth: “God does not tempt us to sin, 
but He allows us to be tempted.” 
 

Lie #2: “The devil made me sin.” 

 
We have all heard this lie - and maybe we have 
said it ourselves: “The devil made me do it!”  
Sounds good, but it simply isn’t true. 
 
The devil is pictured in the Bible as the tempter 
(Matthew 4:3). He tempted Adam and Eve in the 
garden (Genesis 3); he tempted Job (Job 1; 2); he 
tempted Jesus (Matthew 4:1–11); and he tempted 
Ananias and Sapphira to lie to the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 5:3).  
 
1 Thessalonians 3:5 – “That is why, when I could 
bear it no longer, I sent Timothy to find out 
whether your faith was still strong. I was afraid 
that the tempter had gotten the best of you and 
that our work had been useless.” 
 
1 Peter 5:8 – “Stay alert! Watch out for your great 
enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roar-
ing lion, looking for someone to devour.” 


