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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Are you ashamed of Jesus? 

 
There are many people who live in this world who are 
ashamed of Christ. Peter was in Matthew 26:69-75: “Now Pe-
ter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came to 
him, saying, “You also were with Jesus of Galilee.”  But he 
denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you 
are saying.”  And when he had gone out to the gateway, an-
other girl saw him and said to those who were there, “This 
fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth.” But again he denied 
with an oath, “I do not know the Man!” And a little later 
those who stood by came up and said to Peter, “Surely you 
also are one of them, for your speech betrays you.” Then he 
began to curse and swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” 
Immediately a rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the 
word of Jesus who had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows, you will deny Me three times.” So he went out and 
wept bitterly.” 
 
This shameful incident brought Peter many tears and heart-
aches later. It was one of the things Jesus brought up after the 
resurrection in John 21:15-17. Many people today, when asked 
whether or not they are a Christian, will say something like, 
“Yeah, I go to Church...” because they are ashamed of Christ's 
name.  
 
Many people are actually embarrassed/some are actually in-
sulted when you ask if they are a Christian: Luke 9:23-26: 
Then He said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be My 
follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up 
your cross daily, and follow Me. If you try to hang on to 
your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for My 
sake, you will save it. And what do you benefit if you gain 
the whole world but are yourself lost or destroyed? If any-
one is ashamed of Me and My message, the Son of Man will 
be ashamed of that person when He returns in his glory and 
in the glory of the Father and the holy angels.” 

Sunday Morning Servers 

March 16, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ George Burnett 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Doug &  Kay  
                                          Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
                                          George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 
Sherman Cullum, George Burnett, Steve 
Eppes, Trey Scudder, Doug Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
Children’s Home…...Taco/Burrito Mixes 
 
March 16-19…..Gospel Meeting (Guest  
                         Speaker—Robert Jefferies) 
March 16……....Potluck 
March 17……....Blood Drive 
March 24…..…..Children’s Home Truck 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

March 16, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. David McFadden 
Closing Prayer  ................... Rick Phillips 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......60 
Sunday Morning Worship………...……72 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..48 
Wednesday Worship…………….……..NA 
Contribution………….…….......$1,503.75 
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Take away our iniquity: 1 John 1:7 – “But if we 
walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 
 
Cleanse our conscience: Hebrews 9:14 – “…how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself with-
out spot to God, cleanse your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God?”  
 
Matthew 26:28 – “For this is My blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins.” 
 
Many people are ashamed of the Bible, Christ's 
book:  They would not be ashamed to be seen 
with a novel, a poem, a newspaper, a magazine or 
even pornography in their lap. But if you were to 
find them with a Bible in their lap, they would be: 
 
1 Peter 1:24-25: “All flesh is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of the grass.  The 
grass withers, and its flower falls away, but the 
word of the Lord endures forever.” 
 
For His precious name's sake, people were: 
 
Eaten by wild animals, starvation  
Used as human torches in Nero's gardens 
Beaten, beheaded, put on the rack and burnt  
Cut in little pieces while bleeding to death 
Slowly broiled over fires  
Poisoned, raped, hung up by hooks 
Used as human feeding troughs for pigs  
Thrown off of cliffs, skint alive 
Children brutally murdered in front of parents  
Parents brutally murdered in front of children  
Placed in sacks with poisonous snakes 
 
Romanus, a native of Palestine, was deacon of the 
church of Caesarea when Diocletian's persecution 
began. Being condemned for his faith at Antioch, 
he was scourged, put to the rack, his body torn 
with hooks, his flesh cut with knives, his face 
scarified, his teeth beaten from their sockets, and 
his hair plucked up by the roots. He was stran-
gled to death after that (November 17, 303 A.D.). 
 
 

There are many other ways that the early Christians 
suffered. Do you know why they were persecuted 
by the devil and the Roman Empire like they were?  
Because they were not ashamed of Jesus! 
 
Time is running out, one day maybe soon either we 
will hear about your funeral or we will hear the 
trumpet call of God, but soon and very soon, we are 
going to see the King! For some that will be a glori-
ous day, for others a day to dread! 
 
There are two roads we can choose. Matthew 7:13-
14: “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through 
the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, 
and its gate is wide for the many who choose that 
way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and 
the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.”   
 
Ever single human being is on one or the other of 
these two paths.  One leads to death, destruction, 
darkness, eternal misery, pain and suffering, sepa-
ration from God and those we love forever in a boil-
ing lake of liquid fire.  
 
The other leads to glory, an eternal life in the pres-
ence of God, a mansion to dwell in, surrounded by 
all the saints from ages past, loved ones who are 
there, and angels everywhere.   
 
Jesus made it clear that the choice is ours, which 
path to follow, where we will spend eternity, and 
how to get there.  Which choice do you make? 
 
It is time to ask yourself where you really stand 
with the Lord. Would He be ashamed of you if He 
were to come back right now, or would He be proud 
to call you one of His own.   
 
The time will come soon when the question will not 
be, “What am I going to do with Jesus?”  
 
The question will be, “What is Jesus going to do 
with me?” 
 
Romans 14:10-12: “…for we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ.  For it is written: ‘As 
I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, 
and every tongue shall confess to God.’ So then 
each of us shall give account of himself to God.” 
 

PRAYERS: 
 
Adrian Crouch will have knee surgery on March 
19. 
 
Sherman Cullum is in Baptist East  undergoing 
tests. 
 
Others on the prayer list are:  Betty Andrews, 
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Daniel Barker, Thomas 
Reynolds, Lorie Reynolds, Tommy Parish, Vir-
ginia Harris, Judith Hicks, Jean Smith Melton,  
Duane Jaira, Judith Stevenson,  Johnita Burnett, 
Lisa Sanders, Gary Davis, John Chapel, Gary 
Poindexter, Chuck Lemmons, Kevin Beard, Ken-
neth Dowdy, Anita Trobaugh,  Mary Devasier, 
Donald Davis, Danny Jackson, Mary Ruth Nes-
ler, Tim Burnette, Leslie Mosley, Joel Harris, 
Megan Reynolds, Jack Smith, Vera Ryba, Chris 
& Kelsey McIllwain, Amanda Jamison,  Michael 
Myers, Ted Harrison, Betty Hill. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory) 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

We rejoice that  Jessie Ellis came forward & 
asked for prayers. 
 
Gospel Meeting will be held March 16th-19th, 
with guest speaker Robert Jefferies of 
Southaven, MS. 
 

Potluck dinner will be served after the morning 
service Sunday, March 16th.  Hosts & hostesses 
are Alan & Libby Mahon & Cindy Gutridge. 
 
Blood Drive will be held at City Hall Monday, 
March 17th, from 4:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Children’s Home Truck will run Monday, March 
24th.  Please get your supplies in.  These include 
non-aerosol cleaning supplies,  furniture polish 
bottled grape juice, small freezer bags, spaghetti 
sauce, & taco/burrito mixes. 

My question for each of you today is, are “you” 
ashamed of Christ? 
 
Many people are ashamed of the Cross (gospel) 
of Christ:  1 Corinthians 1:18 – “For the message 
of the cross is foolishness to those who are per-
ishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.”  
 
Paul says that to many the message of the gospel 
is foolish, or stupid. It is inconceivable to much of 
humanity. Rather than be ashamed, we should 
glory in the cross. Romans 1:16 – “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek.” 
 
Many people are ashamed of Christ's name:  
Many people are actually embarrassed when you 
ask if they are a Christian, yet Peter tells us that 
we should glorify if we suffer as a Christian (1 
Peter 4:16 – “Yet if anyone suffers as a Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify 
God in this matter.”).  
 
Some are actually insulted when you associate the 
name of Christ with their souls! The Bible tells us 
(Acts 8) that when the early church was persecut-
ed and scattered they went everywhere preaching 
the word. They never stopped standing up for 
Jesus, no matter what.   
 
Friends, we need to quit sneaking around like we 
are spreading some type of disease when we talk 
about Jesus.  Acts 4:12 – “Nor is there salvation 
in any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved.” 
 
Many people are ashamed of the blood of 
Christ:  Blood is repulsive and crude to the minds 
of millions, yet Peter calls it precious blood in 1 
Peter 1:19, saying we were redeemed “…with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot.”  
 
Why is it so precious? It can wash away our sins 
(Revelation 1:5 – “…To Him Who loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood”). 


