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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Living guilt free - Part 2 

 

Do you know and understand the God-given purpose of guilt? 
God uses guilt to correct us through His Spirit when we are 
wrong. That’s called “conviction.” And conviction hurts! John 
16:8 – “…when He comes, He will convict the world of its sin, 
and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment.” 
 
The proper response to guilt is repentance! Once we have made 
the decision to become a Christian and accept Christ’s perfect 
forgiveness and turn from our sins, as far as God is concerned, 
guilt’s purpose - to make us feel bad about what we did in the 
past - is finished.    
 
But we like to hold on to our guilt and beat ourselves over the 
head – repeatedly - with it! That’s “condemnation.” But it’s not 
from God, it’s from the devil and ourselves.  
 
Romans 8:1 - “There is therefore now no condemnation to 
those who are in Christ Jesus…” 
 
To deal with guilt, we must first identify the problem.  First, 
we must ask and answer these questions: “What do I feel guilty 
about? What do I regret? What do I feel remorseful about?”  
 
You have to approach this step with this attitude - “I’m going 
to be dead honest, quit pretending, I’m going to lay out what’s 
wrong with my life!” You can’t just say, “God, I’ve blown it in 
life.” Of course you have!  We all know that.  
 
You must be specific - ruthlessly honest with yourself!  This 
helps you to face reality, and helps you stop denying problems 
in your life. 
 
Then we must accept responsibility for your faults.  Proverbs 
20:27 - “The Lord gave us a mind and a conscious. We cannot 
hide from ourselves.” GNT You will never have inward peace 
or tranquility, until you accept responsibility for your actions 
and deal with your guilt. 

Sunday Morning Servers 

June 29, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Doug Wilson 
Announcements ................ David McFadden 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Alan & Libby 
                                          Mahon 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

David McFadden, Rick Phillips, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Jerry Phipps, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Sweetened Condensed  
                                  Milk 
July 1………...Turn in Best Choice Labels  
July 14-18…...VBS 

Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 232 
Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Non-profit 

Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 1 

72347 

Sunday Evening Servers 

June 29, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......42 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…..62 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..31 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...25 
Contribution………….…...........$1,417.00 
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When we freely admit that we have sinned, we find 
God utterly reliable. He forgives our sin and 
makes us thoroughly clean from all that is evil. He 
freely takes away our sins. We don’t deserve it, we 
don’t earn it, and we can’t work for it. It’s free. 
 
When God forgives, He forgives instantly. He 
doesn’t wait! The moment you confess, you’re for-
given. He wipes the slate clean and makes it like 
we have never done anything wrong. He never 
makes us wait or makes us suffer for a while. Hu-
mans do that – God doesn’t! 
 
God wants us to come clean and admit that wrong 
is wrong, that we are “guilty as charged.” He 
wants us to “own up” to our sins.  
 
Proverbs 28:13 – “You will never succeed in life 
if you try to hide your sins. Confess them and 
give them up, then God will show mercy to 
you.” (GNB)   
 
You say, “I could never be forgiven for what I’ve 
done, I’ve gone too far, I’ve sinned too much, 
there is no hope for me, there is no way that God 
could ever love me or forgive me.”  
 
You’re wrong! There is no sin too bad, or too 
great, that God won’t forgive, every single time!  If 
we can truly repent, God will surely forgive no 
matter what!   No matter how deep the stain of 
your sin is, God can take it out and make it clean 
as freshly fallen snow!   
 
Isaiah 1:18 - “Come now, and let us reason to-
gether,” says the Lord, “Though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool.”   
 
Is there any sin in your life you haven’t confessed 
that is causing you to have a guilty conscience?  
The good news today is that you can be free of 
guilt - you don’t have to live with that burden any 
longer.  Open your heart to God with honesty, no 
deceit, sham or make-believe.   
 
Identify the sin, confess it, turn from it, and avoid 
it at all costs.  If you do not forsake your sin, you 
cannot and will not be forgiven.   

Acknowledge your sin, confess it before God, and see 
it as God sees it.  Bring it out in the open before Him, 
and renounce it.  Then accept God’s forgiveness and 
live with a clean, forgiven conscience!  
 
Every Christian has suffered from the guilt that 
comes after sin, but the blood of Jesus covers every 
sin – every single time!  Don’t let guilt drag you 
down after you have been forgiven.  Believe it when 
He says you are forgiven!   

 
God hates our sin, but He loves us even more than He 
hates our sin. So, if there is anything from the past 
that you may still be carrying, take a moment and call 
on His faithfulness, call on His mercy, ask for His 
forgiveness. Let Him refresh and restore your soul 
right now.  
 
Then praise Him and thank Him for the work He is 
doing in your life and enjoy a fresh new beginning 
today! Somewhere, sometime, somehow you got tan-
gled up in garbage, and you’ve been avoiding God. 
You’ve allowed a veil of guilt to come between you 
and your Father.  
 
You wonder if you could ever feel close to God again. 
God welcomes you. God is not avoiding you. God is 
not resisting you. The door is open, and God invites 
you in. Besides, “the softest pillow you will ever 
sleep on is a clear conscience!” 
 
God’s mercies are new every morning. He’s not ever 
going to run out of compassion. He’s not ever going 
to run out of forgiveness. He’s not ever going to say, 
“Well, this is the last time I’m going to give you mer-
cy.”  You can have a new beginning every single day!  
 
Lamentations 3:22-23: “The faithful love of the Lord 
never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is His 
faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morn-
ing.” 
 
 

“Is it possible that all the horrible 
things you’ve done have been forgot-
ten by everyone - except yourself?” 

 
 
 

PRAYERS: 
 
Glenda Tarwater is doing really well, & may 
come home July 9th. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Judy Seabaugh, 
Patty Stevenson, Candace Scudder, Doris 
Vanaman, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty 
Gibson, Homer Hawkins, Johnita Burnett, 
Maxine Stokes, Ruby Hood, Judith Steven-
son, Gary Davis, Gary Poindexter, Danny 
Jackson, Leslie Mosley,  Rodney Shelly, Jar-
rett Moore, Rick Harrison, Belle Jones 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 

————————— 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Best Choice & Campbell Soup Labels need 
to be turned in to Laura Stephens by July 
1st. 
 
VBS is July 14th-18th, at the Hickory  Ridge 
Church of Christ.  The theme is “The Race is 
On.”  Be inviting your friends. 
 
Thanks to all who brought supplies for the 
Children’s Home in Paragould. 
 
Thanks to the men for the good food at our 
cookout. 
 

——————- 
 

What should not be heard by little ears 
should not be said by big mouths. 

 

——————— 
 

Most footprints on the sands of time were 
made with work shoes. 

We say, “If I just change relationships, just 
change jobs, or just change towns, just change 
locations, then everything will be fine. The only 
problem is, wherever I go, I’m there. And I keep 
messing it up.”  

 
So accept responsibility for your faults. Don’t ra-
tionalize and say, “It happened a long time ago or 
everybody does it.”  Don’t minimize it, or say “It’s 
no big deal.” If it’s no big deal how come you still 
remember it twenty years later? Don’t blame oth-
ers by saying, “It’s mostly their fault.”  It may be 
mostly their fault, but God holds you responsible 
for the ten percent that’s your fault.  
 
“If you really want to stop defeating yourself, 
you have got to stop deceiving yourself, and pre-
tending that it’s everybody else’s fault—when the 
issue is really you.” 
 
What are you pretending to not feel guilty about? 
Don’t you think it’s time to finally deal with it and 
get over with it so you can get on with your life? 
Don’t you think it’s time to say: “Yes, that’s me. I 
accept responsibility for my faults.” 
 
We must also admit we messed up. 1 John 1:8 - 
“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive our-
selves and the truth is not in us.” If we say we 
haven’t sinned, we are living in a world of illusion!  
 
To get forgiveness from God, we must confess our 
sins to God and ask for forgiveness!  If we freely 
confess our sins, God will forgive us. The only sin 
God can’t forgive is the one that is not confessed.  
 
1 John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins, He is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.”   
 
The word “admit/confess” means “to speak the 
same” - to speak the same thing about our sin that 
God says about it, to agree with God that our sin is 
wrong: “God, You’re right, it’s wrong.”  
 
Psalm 32:5 - “Finally, I confessed all my sins to 
you and stopped trying to hide my guilt. I said to 
myself, “I will confess my rebellion to the Lord.” 
And you forgave me! All my guilt is gone.” 
 


