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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Why preach on hell  - Part 1 

 
One of the things I have learned in 37 years of preaching 
is that people in general do not like sermons on hell.  
Most preachers do not like to preach them and most 
members and visitors do not like to hear them.  Some are 
disgusted or sickened by the subject.  Whatever the rea-
sons, hell is a theme seldom discussed today.   
 
Today some consider topics like hell and even heaven 
“old-fashioned.”  Church historian Martin Marty com-
mented, “Hell disappeared, and no one noticed.” 
 
One older man said that when he was a boy, “They 
preached hell hot, heaven wonderful, and eternity 
long.” 
 
Today, the word “hell” is mainly used as a crude curse 
word and is often the subject of jokes featuring the devil 
with a red suit, horns, and a pitchfork.  Not too many 
people these days are taking the idea of “hell” very seri-
ously! 
 
However, there are several reasons why it is important, 
even urgent, to preach and teach on hell. 
 
The Bible has much to say about hell: According to 

Charles Hodge, the Bible has five times as much to say 
about hell as it does about heaven.  Since preachers have 
an obligation to declare the whole purpose and plan of 
God, we must preach about heaven and hell and every-
thing in between.  Acts 20:27 – “I have told you every-
thing (whole counsel) God wants you to know.”  CEV 
 

Sunday Morning Servers 

July 27, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Doug & Kay Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Steve Eppes, 
Trey Scudder, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Hair Gel/Mousse 
 

Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 232 
Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Non-profit 

Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 1 

72347 

Sunday Evening Servers 

July 27, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer  ................... David McFadden 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......46 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…..68 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..….40 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...73 
Contribution………….…...........$1894.16 
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The special word for hell – “gehenna,” is 
found twelve times in the New Testament; 
eleven of those times, it was used by Jesus!   
 
Jesus talked more about hell than anyone 
else in the Bible. Twelve of His 36 parables 
involve judgment and/or hell. 
 
Teachings on “hell” were part of His sobering 
warning against specific sins, such as hatred, 
lust in the heart, and causing others to be 
tempted:   
 
Matthew 5:22 - “…But whoever says, ‘You 
fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.”  NKJV 
 
Matthew 5:27-30: “You have heard that it 
was said to those of old, ‘You shall not com-
mit adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever 
looks at a woman to lust for her has al-
ready committed adultery with her in his 
heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, 
pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is 
more profitable for you that one of your 
members perish, than for your whole body 
to be cast into hell. And if your right hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from 
you; for it is more profitable for you that 
one of your members perish, than for your 
whole body to be cast into hell.” NKJV 
 
The subject of hell was part of Jesus’ general 
warning to those who would soon face perse-
cution: Matthew 10:28 – “And do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul.  But rather fear Him who is able to de-
stroy both soul and body in hell.”  NKJV 
 
Jesus referred to hell in His condemnation of 
the Pharisees in Matthew 23:33 – “Serpents, 
brood of vipers! How can you escape the 
condemnation of hell?” NKJV 
 
The Bible describes heaven as a wonderful 
place, but hell is described as the most horri-
ble place imaginable! 

Hell is so horrible it is beyond our ability to 
comprehend, so horrible it brings tears to my 
eyes to even preach about it!  According to the 
Bible, hell is: 
 
A place of eternal anguish and pain and agony 

and torment: Matthew 8:12 – “But the sons of 
the kingdom will be cast out into outer dark-
ness. There will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” NKJV 
 
Matthew 13:49-50: “…The angels will come 
forth, separate the wicked from among the 
just, and cast them into the furnace of fire. 
There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”  
 
Matthew 22:13 – “Then the king said to the 
servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him 
away, and cast him into outer darkness; there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” NKJV 
 
Matthew 25:30 - “And cast the unprofitable 
servant into the outer darkness.  There will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” NKJV 
 
Revelation 20:10 – “The devil, who deceived 
them, was cast into the lake of fire and brim-
stone where the beast and the false prophet 
are. And they will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever.” NKJV 
 
In these physical bodies we have now, there is a 
limitation to the amount of pain and suffering 
we can endure. If pain or suffering become too 
severe, we will either faint or die.  But the soul 
at death is free from all physical limitations, it 
won’t die, so there will be no relief in hell for 
the pain we would feel.  That’s why people in 
hell are always screaming for mercy, begging for 
just one more chance – but there are no more 
chances, ever! 
 
Hell will be an awful place filled with people 
who will say for all of eternity - “I don’t want to 
be here, I wish I would have listened, I wish I 
could have just one more chance.”  

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Joy Kay Wil-
son, Glenda Tarwater, Judy Seabaugh, Pat-
ty Stevenson, Doris Vanaman, Betty An-
drews, R.W. & Betty Gibson, Ted Kirksey, 
Bonnie Phipps, Johnita Burnett, Maxine 
Stokes, Judith Stevenson, Gary Davis, Dan-
ny Jackson, Leslie Mosley,  Rodney Shelly, 
Jarrett Moore, Rick Harrison, Belle Jones, 
Kendal Baker, Jerry Cotton, Ronnie Thom-
as, Geoffrey Shaw. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 

————————— 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our deepest sympathies are extended to the 
families of Terry Kirksey and Stanley Mad-
den who both passed away this past week. 
 

VBS 2014 
 
A very special thank you to all who partici-
pated and supported our Vacation Bible 
School 2014 this past week. This includes 
those who worked to get everything ready, 
those who taught classes, those who pre-
pared and served refreshments, those who 
invited children and provided transporta-
tion, parents of our congregation and our 
community who brought their children and 
allowed them to take part!  We averaged 75 
in attendance each night!  
 
 

2 Timothy 4:1-4: “I charge you therefore 
before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
will judge the living and the dead at His ap-
pearing and His kingdom:  Preach the word!  
Be ready in season and out of season.  Con-
vince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering 
and teaching.  For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine, but 
according to their own desires, because 
they have itching ears, they will heap up for 
themselves teachers; and they will turn 
their ears away from the truth, and be 
turned aside to fables.” NKJV 
 
An old preacher summarized Paul’s words 
like this: “Preach it when they want it and 
preach it when they don’t.” 
 
“Preachers need to preach the Truth – bear 
down on it. We don’t need to make friends, 
we need to save souls.” ~ Marshall Keeble 
 

The Greek word that is translated “hell” is 
the word “gehenna.”  This is based on the 
Hebrew word that means “Valley of 
Hinnom.”   
 
The valley of Hinnom, located on the south 
side of Jerusalem, was infamous in Old Testa-
ment times for pagan rites that were conduct-
ed there, to include the sacrifice of Children 
(2 Kings 16:3; 23:10).  It was considered curs-
ed ground. 
 
By New Testament times, it had become a 
filthy garbage dump where smoldering fires 
were kept burning in an attempt to burn up 
the bodies of animals and unburied humans 
thrown there. 
 
People sometimes ask, “Why don’t you 
preach like Jesus did?  Just preach on love 
and forget about unpleasant topics like 
hell.”   
 


