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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Experiencing the joy of forgiveness 

 

Wherever you go in this world, you will find men and women 
who feel deep down inside that something is missing in their 
lives, like they have a hole in their soul! They have that empty 
feeling that nothing seems to be able to fill or satisfy, a sense of 
restlessness and dissatisfaction.  Does this describe you? 
 

If you are not a Christian, your emptiness comes from the sepa-
ration from God you are experiencing because of your sin 
(Isaiah 59:1-2: “Listen! The Lord’s arm is not too weak to save 
you, nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call. It’s your sins that 
have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has 
turned away and will not listen anymore”). NLT 
 

Isaiah 57:21 - “But those who still reject me are like the rest-
less sea, which is never still but continually churns up mud 
and dirt. There is no peace for the wicked,” says my God.”  
 

If you are a Christian, most often the restlessness comes from 
unconfessed sin or a refusal to believe that God has actually 
forgiven you.  Psalm 32:3-4: “When I refused to confess my 
sin, my body wasted away, and I groaned all day long. Day 
and night your hand of discipline was heavy on me. My 
strength evaporated like water in the summer heat.” NLT 
 

But it can also come when you allow bitterness to spring up and 
grow in your heart because you refuse to forgive others who 
have done you wrong.  
 

Ephesians 4:31–32: “Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, 
harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behav-
ior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.” 
 

Bitterness is unresolved hurt and can be real or imagined.  
When you are “bitter” you perceive someone has done you 
wrong. If you don’t deal with it, you will eventually begin to 
“resent” the other person and hold a “grudge.”   

Sunday Morning Servers 

July 20, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Doug Wilson 
Announcements ................ David McFadden 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Sherman & Linda 
                                          Cullum 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
                                          George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Steve Eppes, 
Trey Scudder, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...Salad Dressing 
 
July 14-18…...VBS 
July 18………..Fingerfood 
July 21………..Blood Drive (City Hall 4-8pm) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

July 20, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......41 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…..67 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..….34 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...22 
Contribution………….…...........$ 
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However, I would not be telling you the truth if I 
told you that forgiving others, especially those 
who falsely accuse you or maliciously abuse you, 
is an easy thing to do.  What I can tell you is this - 
if you are a child of God, you do not have any oth-
er option but to forgive others. It can be a process 
you have to work through, but it is a process you 
must work through! Why? 
 

Because I need forgiveness in the future. If 
you have something against someone, you need to 
let it go and forgive that person, because if you 
are holding something against someone else, it is 
being held against you by God.  
 
The Bible says that our unforgiveness blocks 
God’s forgiveness in our lives. The Bible says we 
cannot receive what we are unwilling to give.  Je-
sus is crystal clear on this point - if God has for-
given us then we need to forgive other people.  
But if we refuse to forgive, then heaven will never 
be our home!  
 
Matthew 6:14-15: “If you forgive those who sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will forgive 
you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your 
Father will not forgive your sins.”  NLT 
 
Mark 11:25-26: “And whenever you stand pray-
ing, if you have anything against anyone, for-
give him, that your Father in heaven may also 
forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not 
forgive, neither will your Father in heaven for-
give your trespasses.”  NKJV 
 

Because God has forgiven me: Colossians 

3:13 – “Make allowance for each other’s faults 
(never hold grudges), and forgive anyone who 
offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, 
so you must forgive others.” NLT 
 
So when I forgive someone, I am only giving them 
what God has given me!  Hebrews 8:12 – “And I 
will forgive their wickedness, and I will never 
again remember their sins.” NLT 
 
What about you? Do you have some hatred and 
bitterness towards someone who hurt you griev-
ously in the past?    

Do you have a hidden anger at someone that is de-
vouring you?  Then you must forgive the person you 
are angry with (mentally and emotionally release the 
bitterness, resentment, pain, and anger), even if they 
are wrong and will not admit it or ask for forgiveness 
because you are doing it for your sake, not for theirs.  
 
“But what the person who hurt me did to me was 
really bad!” 
 
“If we say that monsters (people who do terrible 
evil) are beyond forgiving, we give them a power 
they should never have – we give them the power to 
keep their evil alive in our hearts. We give them the 
power to condemn us to live forever with the hurt-
ing memory of our painful past. We give the mon-
sters the last word.”   
 
Sometimes what the other person did is simply inex-
cusable, but “To be a Christian means to forgive the 
inexcusable, because God has forgiven the inexcusa-
ble in you.” C.S. Lewis 
 
To forgive another person does not mean you will 
forget what happened or that the person is not re-
sponsible for what he did or that you need to bring 
him back into your life.  
 
“To forgive doesn’t mean what the other person did 
was right - it means that you aren’t going to let 
what the other person did ruin your life, take your 
peace, and steal your joy!”  
 
It truly is a life-changing experience for a person who 
forgives someone who hurt them.  Why?  Because 
nothing in life is more devastating to our mental and 
emotional health, much less our spiritual health, than 
holding a grudge we refuse to turn loose of. Life be-
comes bitter and painful for the one who will not for-
give!   
 
The effects of unforgiveness are bitterness, anger, 
resentment, rage, hatred, broken relationships/
homes, poor health, etc., which are all just as addic-
tive as alcohol and drugs! Failure to forgive leaves us 
torn apart spiritually, emotionally, physically.  

 

It’s time to live healthy lives - it’s 

time to let it go! 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Joy Kay Wil-
son, Glenda Tarwater, Judy Seabaugh, Pat-
ty Stevenson, Doris Vanaman, Betty An-
drews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson, Homer Haw-
kins, Johnita Burnett, Maxine Stokes, Ruby 
Hood, Judith Stevenson, Gary Davis, Dan-
ny Jackson, Leslie Mosley,  Rodney Shelly, 
Jarrett Moore, Rick Harrison, Belle Jones, 
Kendal Baker, Johnny Jones, Jerry Cotton, 
Ronnie Thomas, Bonnie Phipps, Judy Sea-
baugh. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 

————————— 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

VBS is July 14th-18th, at the Hickory  Ridge 
Church of Christ.  The theme is “The Race is 
On.”  Be inviting your friends. 
 
Fingerfood will be served in the fellowship 
room after VBS class on Friday. 
 
Blood drive will be held at Hickory Ridge 
City Hall Monday, July 21st, from 4-8 p.m. 
 
Congratulations to Jason and Kayla Owens 
on the birth of the new baby girl, Macy 
Michelle Owens, born on July 13, weighing 7 
pounds, and measuring 19 inches. 
 

“God’s antidote to worry is prayer!” 
 
Philippians 4:6-7: “Don’t worry about any-
thing; instead, pray about everything. Tell 
God what you need, and thank him for all he 
has done. Then you will experience God’s 
peace, which exceeds anything we can under-
stand. His peace will guard your hearts and 
minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” 

A grudge always ends up hurting the one who 
holds it far, far more than the one against whom it 
is held.  Ecclesiastes 7:9 - “...it is foolish to harbor 
a grudge.”  GNT 
 
Resentment is repressed anger, bottled-up anger, 
smoldering pressure-cooker anger that will attack 
you and hurt your health if not dealt with. Re-
pressed bitterness and anger in your heart and 
soul will kill you physically, emotionally, and spir-
itually.  Some heart disease is emotionally induced 
by unresolved conflict. That’s why cardiologists 
warn: “Stop worrying and get rid of your resent-
ments; let your anger out or it will destroy you.”  
 
Bitter resentment is the unhealthiest emotion peo-
ple have. It’s like a cancer that eats you alive, it’s a 
poison. It has physical and emotional consequenc-
es that lead to depression and fatigue - nothing 
drains you emotionally like bitterness.  
 
Job 5:2 - “To worry yourself to death with re-
sentment would be a foolish, senseless thing to 
do.”  GNT 
 
“Resentment is when you let your hurt become 
hate. Resentment is when you allow what is eat-
ing you to eat you up! Resentment is emotional 
suicide!” 
 
Resentment cannot change the past, it cannot cor-
rect the problem, it doesn’t change the other per-
son, it doesn’t even hurt the other person, it only 
hurts you. Resentment makes you mad, unhappy, 
and miserable. I’ve never heard anybody say, “I 
feel so much better being resentful.”  
 
No, the unhappiest people I know are those who 
are carrying a grudge.  “He that carries bitterness 
to bed with him will find the devil creeping be-
tween the sheets.” 
 
One of the most powerful weapons the church has 
ever been given is the power of forgiveness.  
 
Forgiveness is the key relational issue of the Bible, 
the very heart of Christianity - and it is the cure 
for bitter resentment!  Matthew 6:12 - “Forgive us 
our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin 
against us.”  NLT 


