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Judgment Day Surprises 

 

In the 1660s, Port Royal, Jamaica, had gained a reputation as the Sodom of the New World because most residents 

were pirates, cutthroats, or prostitutes. It is considered one of the wickedest cities that ever existed on earth. Back in 

May of 1969, a national magazine told the story of what happened to this city.   

 

“Cities have been smothered with volcanic ash, leveled by hurricanes, shaken apart by earthquakes. But no 

disaster quite matches the one that struck Port Royal, Jamaica, at 11:43 a.m., on June 7, 1692. In the space of 

less then 10 minutes, the thriving pirate port, reputedly the wickedest city on earth, sank convulsively into the 

Caribbean. An eyewitness described the scene: “The earth heaved and swelled like the rolling billows, and in 

many places the earth cracked open - opened and shut - with a motion quick and fast. In some of these people were 

swallowed up, in others they were caught by the middle, and pressed to death. The whole was attended with the 

noise of falling mountains at a distance, while the sky was turned dull and reddish, like a glowing oven.”   

 

The earthquake and tsunami killed between 1,000 and 3,000 people combined, over half the city’s population. Disease 

ran rampant in the next several months, claiming an estimated 2,000 additional lives.  The whole population was 

nearly wiped out! Even today, many Jamaicans believe that Port Royal’s destruction was the price exacted by an 

angry God for its sins.  

 

We read in the Bible about past judgments - the flood, Sodom and Gomorrah, the Assyrians conquering Israel, the 

destruction of the temple, etc.  In each case God warned them! How did people react to these predictions?  They 

refused to believe them - they did not take them seriously, but every one of these God-given prophecies came to pass 

exactly as predicted.   

 

Peter tells us that God’s final judgment is coming upon our world in a breadth and scope that will make all of these 

combined pale by comparison: 2 Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which 

the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and 

the works that are in it will be burned up.” 

 

Then comes the judgment where we will see Jesus face to face:  Romans 14:10-12: “For we shall all stand before 

the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: ‘As I live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every 

tongue shall confess to God.’  So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.”  
 

The history of the world will come down to that one moment: Acts 17:31 - “…He has appointed a day on which He 

will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained…” 

 

Why then, should anyone think that the biblical predictions of the Day of Judgment will not come to pass? 

 

I. Judgment Day Surprises 

 

One of the things the Bible makes very clear is that when Jesus judges the human race, some people who thought they 

were doing the right things, or that they were good enough, will be very surprised to learn that they will be 

condemned for all eternity: Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, 

Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?’
 
And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 

 

The Bible teaches that everyone will be at the judgment: Acts 24:15 – “I have hope in God, which they themselves 

also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.”   

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sodom_and_Gomorrah
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Revelation 20:12 - “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And 

another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 

the things which were written in the books.” 

 

We will not be judged as a congregation or as a couple or as a family – we will be judged individually! There will be 

no absentees and no exemptions, young and old, rich and poor, educated and uneducated, presidents and paupers – all 

who have ever lived. Regardless of what happened to their body, the souls of all men and women will be present on 

Judgment Day. In this life, the guilty sometimes escape punishment, they may never be caught or found not guilty, or 

even escape from prison. No one is above God’s law; no one escapes the coming judgment of God!  

 

The atheist will be surprised that he was wrong – there is a God: Psalm 14:1: “The fool has said in his heart, there 

is no God!” 

 

Some people (atheists/agnostics) will be surprised to learn that we will be judged and we will reap what we have 

sown: Galatians 6:7-8: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows 

to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will 

reap eternal life.” 

 

The greatest surprise for many is that there really is a God, that there will be a Day of Judgment – that God will hold 

them accountable for the way they lived their lives, that God will judge the secrets of men.   

 

Some do not like to think about the possibility of judgment. Others have a vague hope that, whatever life after death 

may hold, everything will turn out all right. Some are convinced that there can be no Judgment Day because a loving 

God would never send anyone to hell. The French skeptic Voltaire was once asked why he was not worried about 

facing God someday.  He said, “God will forgive.”  When asked how he could be so confident, he replied, “Because 

that’s His business.”  

 

BILD Magazine Interview: “Have you found happiness in life?”  Brad Pitt (nodding): “Hm – yes. I am on the 

path I want to be on.” BILD: “Do you believe in God?”  Brad Pitt (smiling): “No, no, no!”  BILD: “Is your soul 

spiritual?”  Brad Pitt: “No, no, no! I’m probably 20 per cent atheist and 80 per cent agnostic. I don’t think anyone 

really knows. You’ll either find out or not when you get there, until then there’s no point thinking about it.” 

 

What a surprise it will be for many when they stand before the Lord and He welcomes a few into heaven but turns the 

majority away into hell! 

 

Some people will be surprised to learn that there will be no second chance: Hebrews 9:27:  “And as it is appointed 

for men to die once, but after this the judgment.” 

 

Those who didn’t believe in Jesus will be surprised at who their judge will be: 2 Corinthians 5:10 – “For we must 

all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according 

to what he has done, whether good or bad.” 

 

The scoffer will be surprised that hell is real: Revelation 20:15  - “And anyone not found written in the Book of 

Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

 

The good moral man will be surprised to learn that he is a lost sinner: Romans 3:23: “...for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God.” 

 

People with lax moral standards will be surprised to learn that God meant what He said about sexual immorality: 

Revelation 21:8 - “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 

second death.” 
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Some politicians, judges, special interest groups, organizations like Planned Parenthood, whole church’s and even 

many who call themselves Christians will be surprised to learn that God is pro-life.   

 

There are over 100 passages in the Bible that deal with the unborn – in these it is clear that to God, an unborn child is 

still a child: Psalm 139:13-16: “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my 

mother’s womb.  Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how 

well I know it. You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of 

the womb.  You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was 

laid out before a single day had passed.” 

 

Abortion is our nation’s worst sin of all time, our country’s greatest moral problem. To take the life of an unborn 

child is nothing less than murder: 1 John 3:15 – “…no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” 

 

Many say - “I’m personally opposed to abortion but I believe others should have that same right.”  The pro-choice 

position is what makes it legal to take the life of a pre-born baby.  We couldn’t have abortion without it.   

To be pro-choice is to be pro-abortion!   

 

Pilate was personally opposed to the crucifixion of Jesus: Matthew 27:24 – “When Pilate saw that he could not 

prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, 

saying, ‘I am innocent of the blood of this just Person.’ You see to it.”   
 

In other words, “I am personally opposed to the crucifixion of Jesus, but I believe you should have that right.”  Do 

you think Pilate was innocent?  When it comes to abortion, Pontius Pilate is alive and well and is still with us today.  

 

Some people will be surprised to learn that God did not create them as homosexuals: 

 

Leviticus 18:22 – “Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.” NIV 

 

Leviticus 18:22 – “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman.  It is an abomination!” NKJV 

(Disgusting/abhorrent).   

 

Leviticus 20:13 - “If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done 

what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.” NIV 

 

Some preachers will be surprised to learn that God meant what He said in the Bible about adding to it, taking away 

from it, and going beyond what is written (1 Corinthians 4:6 - …“Do not go beyond what is written…”). 

 

Revelation 22:18-19:  “For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone 

adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone takes away 

from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy 

city, and from the things which are written in this book.”
   

 

Some people/churches will be surprised to learn that it matters what you believe and do: Matthew 15:9 - “...and in 

vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.”   
 

 

1 Timothy 4:1-2: “Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from (stop 

believing/give up on) the true faith.  They will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from demons.  

These people are hypocrites and liars, and their consciences are dead (seared over).”   

 

2 Timothy 4:3-4: “For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. 

They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want 

to hear. They will reject the truth and chase after myths.”  
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2 Peter 2:1-2:  “But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be false teachers among you. 

They will cleverly teach destructive heresies and even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they will 

bring sudden destruction on themselves. Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful immorality. And 

because of these teachers, the way of truth will be slandered.”  

 

People who were led astray or drifted into false religions and believed false doctrines will be some of the people who 

are crying the loudest on the Day of Judgment! 

 

Some Christians will be surprised to learn that it was possible to sin and fall from grace: 2 Peter 2:20-21:  “For if, 

after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning.  For it 

would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 

from the holy commandment delivered to them.”   

 

1 Corinthians 9:27 - “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to 

others, I myself should become disqualified.”   

 

Hebrews 3:12-13: “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the 

living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called ‘Today,’ lest any of you be hardened through the 

deceitfulness of sin.” 

 

The letters to the seven churches of Asia in Revelation 2-3 teach us that it is possible to fall from grace.  Ephesus had 

left its first love. Pergamos was compromising with false teachers, Sardis was the dead church, Laodicea was the 

lukewarm church that Jesus was going to spit out of His mouth:  Revelation 3:15-16: “I know your works, that you 

are neither cold nor hot.  I could wish you were cold or hot.  So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither 

cold nor hot, I will spew you out of My mouth.”  

 

Some people will be surprised to learn that they put off their salvation too long: Matthew 25:13 - “Watch therefore, 

for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” 2 Corinthians 6:2 - “...behold, 

now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

 

Some people will be surprised to learn that God meant what He said when He told us what to do to be saved: 1 Peter 

4:17-18: “For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what 

will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?”  Now if the righteous one is scarcely saved, where 

will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 

 

Some will be surprised at how important it was to meet together for worship and encouragement as often as possible: 

Hebrews 10:25 – “Some people have gotten out of the habit of meeting for worship, but we must not do that. 

We should keep on encouraging each other, especially since you know that the day of the Lord’s coming is 

getting closer.” CEV  

 

Not only are we commanded to assemble together to worship God every week, but we NEED to be here!  In this 

chaotic world we live in, we as Christians need the encouragement of being together as often as possible.   
 
We need to be here because God is here and He is worthy of my time, my adoration and my praise. We need to be 

here because we are part of God’s great family! We need to be here because we need to hear God’s word – it has the 

power to save our souls. We need to be here because we have work to do here, talents to use – teaching, praying, and 

encouraging one another.  We need to be here because we are missed by others when we are not here! We need to be 

here because fellowshipping with other saints brings great encouragement.   

 

We need to be there because our children will follow our example more than our words - “The best way to train up a 

child in the way he should go is to travel that way yourself.” 
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May we all have the attitude about worship that David had when he said: Psalm 84:1-2: “How lovely is Your 

tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh 

cry out for the living God.” 
 

On Judgment Day, the verdict will be final – for all eternity.  There will be no appeal to a higher court, because there 

is no higher court: Matthew 25:34 – “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of 

My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world…” 

 

Matthew 25:41 – “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels…” 

 

Matthew 25:46 – “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

The standard of judgment will be a surprise: People have their own standards – human creeds, the religion of their 

parents, human reasoning, honesty and sincerity, personal feelings, and so forth.  God will not use those to judge us! 

 

We will not be judged by what we think of ourselves or by what others think of us.  We will not be judged merely by 

whether or not our consciences are clear or how we lived morally, as important as they are.  We will not be judged by 

any manmade criterion, whether personal opinion or a manmade creed. 

 

God’s standard will be His word:  John 12:48 – “There is a judge for those who refuse to believe in me and do 

not accept my words. The word I have taught will be their judge on the last day.”  NCV 

 

What a shock it will be for some when their lives are compared with the Word of God!  Peter asked: “…what 

terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed God’s Good News?”  (1 Peter 4:17). 

 

Paul answered that question: 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10: “…when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His 

mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of 

the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be 

admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.” 

 

What is judged will be a surprise: Some will be surprised that every part of their lives will be revealed - everything 

we have ever said, done, or thought!  

 

We will be judged by what we say or fail to say – when we fail to speak words that would lift up and encourage those 

around us: Matthew 12:36-37: “But I say to you that for every idle (careless) word men may speak, they will 

give account of it in the Day of Judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will 

be condemned.” 

 

We will also be judged by our actions – what we do or fail to do: Ecclesiastes 12:13-14: “Fear God and keep His 

commandments, for this is man’s all (the whole duty of man).  For God will bring every work into judgment, 

including every secret thing, whether good or evil.”   

 

James 4:17 – “Anyone who knows the right thing to do, but does not do it, is sinning.” NCV 

 

Our thoughts and motives will be judged, including those secret thoughts no one else knows. 

 

1 Chronicles 28:9 – “…for the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts…”  

 

1 Corinthians 4:5 – “…For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives.”  NLT 

 



 

6 

Hebrews 4:13 – “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, 

and he is the one to whom we are accountable.” NLT 

 

II.  Conclusion 

 

Unless we want to face every ugly and despicable thing we ever said, did, or thought, we must have our sins washed 

away in the blood of the Lamb: Acts 2:38 – “Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”   

 

Acts 22:16 – “…arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” 

 

Ephesians 1:7 – “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 

of His grace…”   

 

1 Peter 1:18-19: “For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from 

your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. It was the precious blood of Christ, the 

sinless, spotless Lamb of God.” 

 

1 John 1:7 – “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”   

 

Revelation 1:5 – “…and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over 

the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood…”   

 

If you are a true New Testament Christian whose sins have been washed away in the blood of Jesus, then you will not 

answer for your sins - judgment day for a Christian is about rewards, not punishment! 

 

There’s a great day coming – are you ready? 

 

Jesus says in Revelation 3:20 - “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the 

door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” 


