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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 5:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The problem of pain and suffering (Part 1) 

 
We all know what it means to be broken – to be shattered, to 
feel as if our entire world has fallen apart, or perhaps been 
blown apart.  We’ve all had times in our lives when we didn’t 
want to raise our heads off the pillow, when we felt certain the 
tears would never stop flowing, or our bodies would never 
stop hurting. The pain and suffering that comes our way can 
make life very difficult and tough! 
 
When we suffer, sometimes it causes us to ask the questions – 
“Why does a good God allow suffering, hardships, trials, ad-
versity, pain, sorrow, heartache, tragedy, and death, even 
among His own children? Why does God allow diseases to 
strike, terrorists to kill, tornadoes to destroy, children to die, 
and criminals to commit crimes against the innocent?”  
 
These questions are as old as the first tear, and as recent as 
the latest newscast.  They were asked by Job, and have been 
asked by every person who has walked upon the face of the 
earth and who believes in God. If our faith cannot answer 
these questions, then we have nothing to say to a broken 
world. 
 
In Revelation 21:4 God says that pain and suffering will not 
exist in heaven: “And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away.”  
 
But while Christians are waiting for that day to come, many 
other people reject God precisely because of the evil and suf-
fering that is in the world.  Their reasoning goes something 
like this:  
 
“A God who is all-powerful and all-loving at the same time 
would not allow evil and suffering in His world. Yet evil and 
suffering exist in His world.” 

Sunday Morning Servers 

January 26, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Lonnie Seabaugh 
Announcements ................ George Burnett 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Sherman & Linda 
                                          Cullum 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

George Burnett, Alan Mahon, Doug Wilson, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...Spaghetti Sauce 
 
January 25……..Men’s Breakfast 
February 15…….Valentine Party 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

January 26, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer  ................... Jody McFadden 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…....52 
Sunday Morning Worship…………76 
Sunday Evening Worship………….40 
Wednesday Worship………...……..40 
Contribution………….….................NA 
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When this moral rebellion began, the perfect 
world God created was no longer perfect, and 
people began to suffer (Genesis 3; 6:1-8; Ro-
mans 1:18-32; 2 Peter 2:4-11; Jude 5-11).  
 
Murder, robbery, child abuse, and terrorism, 
etc., make our spirits groan and cause us to 
scream out, “Why?”  Surely, God could stop 
such suffering, so why doesn’t He?  
 
At least part of the answer is “free will.” God 
told us to not commit these sins which bring 
suffering to ourselves and others, yet we do it 
anyway, because we want to.  Then we wonder 
why it hurts so bad! 
 
There is also a great outside influence involved 
in all of this - Satan. He hates God and every-
thing to do with Him.  He is out to destroy eve-
rything - especially humans.  To accomplish 
this he promotes all of the evil in the world and 
as much suffering as he can, especially if it will 
cause us to turn away from God (Job 1-2; 2 Co-
rinthians 11:14-15; Ephesians 6:10-20; 1 Peter 
5:8-9; Revelation 12:7-12).   
 
So it’s not God’s fault that evil is in the world.  
Man himself is responsible for evil in the world, 
both moral and natural.  
 
Suffering is the consequence of sin (not neces-
sarily personal sin, but sin being in the world). 
 
Sometimes we suffer because of our own sin – 
sin has consequences and sometimes these 
consequences are immediate and not pleasant: 
 
“Why should a living man complain, a man 
for the punishment of his sins” (Lamentations 
3:39). 
 
But what about those times when suffering isn’t 
related to sin, like Job?   
 
Job 10:2 – “…show me why You contend with 
me.”   

 

One of the most difficult parts of the Christian 
life is the fact that becoming a Christian does 
not make us immune to life’s trials and tribula-
tions.   
 
Paul said in Acts 14:22 - “…we must suffer 
many hardships to enter the Kingdom of 
God.”   
 
Sometimes that includes good/innocent Chris-
tians suffering from persecution and tragedies 
such as accidents and disasters and diseases.  
 
But why? Why are there tornados, earthquakes, 
or accidents in which people get hurt or die? 
Why would God let a Christian get sick and 
even die from cancer, infection, and disease? 
It’s because we live in a fallen, messed up world 
filled with troubles!  
 
Job 14:1 – “How frail is humanity! How short 
is life, how full of trouble!” 
 
Psalm 34:17-19: “The Lord hears His people 
when they call to Him for help. He rescues 
them from all their troubles.  The Lord is 
close to the brokenhearted; He rescues those 
whose spirits are crushed. The righteous per-
son faces many troubles, but the Lord comes 
to the rescue each time.” 
 
Christians suffer like anybody else, they get 
sick, they get hurt, they can be persecuted, and 
they eventually die, just like anyone else.   
 
Pain and suffering is going to come, when it 
does, don’t ask “Why me?”  Ask God to use it 
for His glory and to bring good out of it: 
 
Romans 8:28 – “And we know that God causes 
everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according 
to his purpose for them.” 
 
To be continued... 
 
 
 

PRAYERS: 
 
Virginia Harris, of Michigan & cousin of 
Sherman Cullum, is home under hospice 
care. 
 
Lesley Mosely, Bill Wheeler’s daughter, 
will have eye surgery February 7th. 
 
Those on the prayer list are:  Myla Wilson, 
Nila Roark, Gladie Kemp, Betty Andrews, 
Leonard Wilson, C.M. Tarwater,   R.W. & 
Betty Gibson, Daniel Barker, Roy “Hoot” 
Gibson, Steve Jernigan, Joyce Hawkins, 
Glen Hirons, Judith Hicks, Micah Ruiz, 
Joan Harlen, Fred Milton, Jean Smith Mel-
ton,  Vicki Scudder, Bob Eppes, Judith 
Stevenson, Billy Baldwin, Johnita Burnett, 
Lisa Sanders, Gary Davis, John Chapel, 
Gary Poindexter, Chuck Lemmons, Kevin 
Beard, Kenneth Dowdy, Anita Trobaugh,  
Mary Devasier, Donald Davis, Danny 
Jackson, Mary Ruth Nesler, Lillie Deck-
leman, Tim Burnette,  Joel Harris, Jean 
Mauldin, Megan Reynolds. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Men’s Breakfast will be held in the fellow-
ship room Saturday, January 25th, at 7:30 
a.m.  All men are invited. 
 
Valentine party will be held in the fellow-
ship room Saturday, February 15th, at 6:00 
p.m. 
 

 

“If God is all-loving, then it’s clear He doesn’t 
have the power to remove evil and suffering. 
On the other hand, if God is all-powerful but 
still allows evil and suffering to exist, He can-
not be all-loving.” 
 
“Yet evil and suffering remain - growing 
worse at times. Therefore, an all-powerful 
and all-loving God must not exist!” 

 
Oscar Wilde once said, “There is enough mis-
ery on every street in London to disprove 
God.”   
 
Gideon, in Judges 6:13 asked a good question.  
“...If the Lord is with us, why has all this hap-
pened to us?”   
 
This is a powerful argument, because there is 
no question that evil and pain and suffering 
are massive problems here on earth.  Atheists 
use this as their main argument to support 
their belief that God does not exist.   
 
One well known atheist said, “The problem of 
suffering is of crucial importance, because it 
shows that the God of popular theism does 
not exist.” 
 
The Bible teaches us that God did not create 
evil and suffering.  The world He made was 
good (Genesis 1:31; Psalm 19:1-7). Where, 
then, did evil, pain and suffering come from?   
 
When God created human beings, He created 
us with free moral will.  God did not manufac-
ture robots who would mindlessly do whatev-
er they were programmed to do. Instead, He 
made people who could say “yes” or “no” – He 
gave us a choice!   
 
But we chose wrong, turned against God, and 
have used His gift of free will and choice to 
rebel against Him.   
 
 
 


